Chairmans Chat
The 2012 season is now under way with six events of the
50+ events in the calendar having now taken place, 3 autosolos, 1 autotest and 2 stages rallies and already some people have qualified for the Individual Championship. To
achieve this they have either done events in two different disciplines, i.e. Non Race/Race or Rally, or done one event and
marshalled on one of the events, so with ten months of the
year still to go there are still plenty of opportunities to qualify.
To enter this championship you need to register for any one
of the discipline championships and it only costs £5 and that
gets you into all the discipline championships and the Individual Championship. As I mentioned in the February issue we
need to encourage as many club members as possible to
register for the championships as the revenue from registrations should be one of the major incomes for the Group.
While we continue to receive very generous support from
Gazzard Accounts the Group needs to support itself better.
The Presentation Evening for the 2011 Championship
Awards was held on Friday 10th February but while many of
the awards winners attended the overall attendance was disappointing. A big thank you to those involved in putting the
event on once again and to those who did attend and bring
so many raffle prizes, I think everyone there enjoyed themselves. Congratulations once again to all the winners - I wasn‘t going to single out any award but I will repeat what I said
on the night when I applauded all the people who had marshalled on all the events and made them happen. The recent
North West Stages Rally was a fine example when I was
lucky enough to be inside a relatively warm but certainly dry
car on the start line at Weeton on the Saturday while the
marshals either froze or drowned, or both, in order to make
sure the event continued in what must have been some of
the worse weather I have encountered on a rally in many a
year, well done to each and every one of them.
On Saturday 11th February I attended one of the MSA Seminars at the Swallow Hotel near Preston. This one was aimed
at unlicensed Club and Event Officials but if this was typical
of these seminars I would certainly recommend attending an
appropriate one. The highlight for me was that while the Blue
Book has all the rules in black and white people should not
be frightened of it as plain old common sense can work just
as well in many cases.
With three more stage rallies this month this championship
should be starting to heat up while the month sees the first
road rally and another autosolo. Also by the end of the month
there will have been nine Interclub League rounds so clubs
will have started to form the order of each of the three divisions.
Best regards, Les Fragle,
Chairman & Secretary, SD(34) Motor Sport Group
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Gazzard Accounts
33 Acresfield Road,
Middleton, Manchester M24 2WT
0161 643 0151 or 07973-816965
email : gazzard.accts@btinternet.com

Accrington MSC

Mull Car Club

SD34MSG:

Chairman :
Secretary:
SD34MSG:

David Barratt
david.pbarratt@tiscali.co.uk
01254-384127
Website: www.accrington-msc.org

CSMA (NW)
SD34MSG :

Steve Johnson
07919-298799
steve.johnson@csmaclub.org
Website : www.csmaclub.co.uk

2300 Club Ltd
SD34MSG:

Neil Molyneaux
2300@fcs-uk.com
Website: www.2300club.org

Manx Auto Sport Ltd
SD34MSG:Chris Woodcock
Website : www.manxautosport.org

Bolton-le-Moors MC

Niel McHaffie
Tula Rowley
Chris Woodcock
07973-830695
pdschris@aol.com
Website : www.mullcarclub.co.uk

LIMITED

Lancashire & Cheshire CC
Chairman :

Martin Nield
0161 980 8509
info@lancashireandcheshirecarclub.co.uk
SD34MSG :
David Bailey
david364bailey@btinternet.com
0161-2919065
The Club Meets at 8-30pm on the 2nd Thursday
of each Month at the Roebuck Pub M41 6HD
www.lancashireandcheshirecarclub.co.uk

High Moor MC

SD34MSG :
Gary Heslop
Steve Mather
gary.heslop@btinternet.com
Speed.freaks@sky.com
0161 643 0151
Secretary:
James Swallow
Website : website@hmmc.co.uk
jamesswallow87@hotmail.com
SD34MSG
Peter Sharples
Pendle & DMC
The Club Meets at 9-00pm very Thursday @ Horwich Chairman :
Alan Shaw
RMI Club, Chorley New Rd, Horwich. M/R109/639 111
01282 602195
Website: www.bolton-le-moorscarclub.co.uk
shawalan@orange.net
Secretary:
Ray Duckworth
Clitheroe & DMC
01282 812551
Chairman :
Daniel Harper
raymond.duckworth@btinternet.com
Daniel@minisport.com
SD34MSG:
Ray Duckworth
Secretary:
Heidi Woodcock
Website : www.pendledistrictmc.co.
01254-681350 (Home)
HeidiWoodcock1@aol.com
Warrington & DMC
SD34MSG:
Terry Martin
Chairman:
Dave Read
07816 184539 (mobile)
chairperson@warringtondmc.org
terrymartin01@aol.com
Secretary:
Caz Brough
The Club Meets at 8-30pm Every Tuesday
clubsec@warringtondmc.org
Waddington Sports & Social Club
SD34MSG:
Ann McCormack
Waddington, Nr Clitheroe
annmccormackuk@yahoo.com
Website : www.cdmconline.com
01928-710546
The Club Meets at 8-30pm Every Tuesday
Garstang & Preston MC
Thorn Inn On the B5356 Appleton Thorn, WA4 4QX
Chairman :
Steve Kenyon
Website : www.warringtondmc.org
Secretary:
Chris Coombes
SD34MSG:
Margaret Duckworth
Wallasey MC
margaret.duckworth42@btinternet.com Chairman :
Gary Marriott
01772-700823
0151 652 4764
The Club Meets at 8-30pm Every Tuesday
chairman@wallaseymc.com
Lonsdale Club, Fulwood Hall Ln
Secretary:
Tony King
Fulwood, Preston PR2 8BD
07989 616546
Website: www.gpmc.org.uk
Tony_King@msn.com
SD34MSG: Tony King
Stockport 061 MC
The Club Meets at 9-00pm Every Monday
Chairman :
Rob Yates
Port Sunlight Village Social Club
Secretary:
Andy Chambers
Bridge St, Port Sunlight CH62 4UP
SD34MSG:
Mark Wikinson
Website : www.wallaseymc.com
mark@stockport061.co.uk
Lightning MSC
0161-4376425
SD34MSG:
Andy Rhodes 01772-632820
The Club Meets at 8pm onwards
andy.rhodes@btinternet.com
Every Second Thursday @ High Lane Conservative
Club, 23 Buxton Rd., High Lane, Stockport SK68DR Bury AC
The 4th Thurs of the month is an ‗Away‘ event
SD34MSG :
Mathew Field 01772-456716
Website : www.stockport061.co.uk
matthew@buryautoclub.co.uk
Chairman :

uk

Comprising the following Clubs

Contacts
President :

Alan Shaw
shawalan@orange.net
01282-613321

Chairman
Secretary
League Compiler
Individual Compiler

Les Fragle

Vice Chairman :

Graham Bray

les.fragle@gmail.com
01995-672230

0161-7969079
graham.bray@btinternet.com

Treasurer :

Eve Fisher
eve.fisher@btinternet.com
0161-7666950

Road Rally :
Stage Rally :

Matthew Field

Wigan Motor Club

roadrally@sd34msg.org.uk
01772 465716

Chairman

David Hind
01257-795575
davidmg1962@hotmail.co.uk

SD34 Rep

Simon Hunter,
07773 270509
simon@kwiktrak.co.uk

Chris Woodcock
pdschris@aol.com
01254-681350

OTR :

David Barratt
david.pbarratt@tiscali.co.uk
01254-384127

Marshals :

Blackpool South Shore Motor Club
www.bssmc.com
Chester Motor Club
www.chestermotorclub.co.uk
Ecurie Royal Oak Motor Club
www.eromc.co.uk
High Moor Motor Club
www.hmmc.co.uk
Knutsford & District Motor Club
www.knutsfordmotorclub.co.uk
Lancashire & Cheshire Car Club
www.lancashireandcheshirecarclub.co.uk
Stockport 061 Motor Club
www.stockport061.co.uk
Warrington & District Motor Club
www.warringtondmc.org
Wallasey Motor Club
www.wallaseymc.com
Website : www.nwstages.co.uk
Mark Wilkinson - secretary@nwstages.co.uk

Ann McCormack
annmccormackuk@tiscali.co.uk

Meet at the The Delph Tavern, Tontine, Orrell WN5 8UJ
every first & fourth Monday of the month
Website : www.wiganmotorclub.org.uk

01928-710546

Registrations :

Margaret Duckworth
margaret.duckworth42@btinternet.com
01772-700823

Website :

www.sd34msg.org
Steve Butler
steven.butler9@btinternet.com

Newsletter :

Maurice Ellison
sd34news@gmail.com
07788-723721
01524-735488

LANCASTER MOTOR CLUB
Chairman

John Byram
07772-926246
lancastermotorclub@gmail.com
SD34MSG
Maurice Ellison
07788-723721
maurice.ellison@btinternet.com
Meet on the 1st Thursday of each month at the Scale Hall
Hotel, Morecambe Road, Lancaster.
Website : www.lancastermotorclub.com

Fylde MotorSport Club
Chairman

Secretary
The opinions expressed in this
publication are those of the individual
contributors, and not necessarily those of the
editor or the committee of the SD 34 MSG

David Grady
07957 642855
abandito@hotmail.com
Sandie Taylor,
07547 335709
sandietaylor23@yahoo.com,

Meet at the The Victoria Hotel, Cleveleys
every first Thursday of the month
Website www.fyldemotorsportclub.co.uk

WHATS ON AT
CLITHEROE & DMC
Membership
renewals for 2012
now available

Fr 10 Mar 2012

6th March
Pre Jack Niel Rally Chat

SATURDAY 9th June
50th Anniversary Celebration
West Bradford
The Club Meets at 8-30pm
Every Tuesday
at Waddington Sports & Social
Club Waddington, Nr Clitheroe
Website : www.cdmconline.com

Daniel Barritt was interviewed by Dave Calvert at
Clitheroe & DMCs meeting
at the end of January.
Daniel co-drove for Alistair Fisher in the
WRC Achademy in an MSport Fiesta in
2011 and will do so again in 2012. This
includes competing on 6 JWRC events,
5 BRC Rounds, and 3 or 4 selected
events in a S2000 car.( Alistair Fisher
is the nephew of the legendary Bertie
Fisher) 1st event of 2012 will be the
BRC Sunseeker Rally
There are 24 Academy drivers competing on the challenge. MSport ensure
that each of the cars are all exactly the
same. The cars are all managed, prepared, repaired and maintained by
MSport to ensure a level playing field.
The cars are not the most powerful and
with 24 drivers who all think they are
the next Sebastian Loeb – the inevitable happens – mayhem. To be able to
win a round of the JWRC in these cars
they need to be pushed to the limit and
this leads to mistakes and the inevitable offs. The secret to success in this
series is ‗seat time‘ and the more
events and practice a driver can do
(providing they have the necessary
amount of talent) then the more success they will enjoy. The prize for the
winner is some 500,000 euros on a
winner take all basis (nowt for 2nd) At
the start of 2010 Daniel was also approached to co-drive for Petter Solberg
but opted for the ride with Alistair because it ‗just was not the right time‘ for
him.
A good night was had by all who attended – and the above is just a brief
resume of the evening. The best quote
(well to me it was !!!!!!) of the night followed a comment by Dave Calvert regarding ‗real rallying‘ back in the 70‘s &
80‘s – ― Ahh – you mean Black & White
Rallying!‖ said Daniel

OPEN DAY
Sunday
10th June
See Page 6 for
more Information

MSA Training Night
Timekeeping
Accrington Cricket Club
Steve Johnson

Steve Price
Tel: 07814 953346
Gilnow Road
Bolton, Lancashire
BL1 4LL

WANTED
YOUR :News,
Views,
Reviews,
Reports
Jokes,
Photographs,
Projects,
Club Profiles
Events,
Birthdays,
Anniversaries.
For Sale & Wanted,
Crew RQD,
Club News
Club Events,
Ideas
Opinions
Almost Anything
Send to

Maurice Ellison
sd34news@gmail.com

07788-723721
Without the input of the above
items and more information from
Club Members & Member Clubs
then the Magazine has
very little point. It needs your
input to be a success and relevant to member clubs and
motorsport in the North West

Lancaster MC will run an Autotest / PCA at the
Myerscough College Open Day & Country Fair
on Sunday the 10th June
Photos - from the 2011 event

Good morning Maurice,
I do hope you are well. I know last year you attended the Open Day & Country
Fair, I’m aware that things have changed, but would you be able to organise
the same sort of thing for us this year?
Possibly bigger and better, with more flags, banners, static displays etc?
The Open day & Country Fair is to be held on Sunday 10th June 2012, same as
last time, no vehicle movements between 9am and 5pm (unless behind the
barriers), we’ll supply bales and barriers, a PA system (if you want one), same
car park.

Myerscough College
Steve Slater

Myerscough College Preston Centre, St Michaels Road,
Bilsborrow, Lancs PR3 0RY

‘Walking’ the course

Come along to Myerscough College's Open Day and Country Fair for a fun family day out with more than 200 popular activities, exciting attractions and interactive demonstrations from our teaching departments.
This year‟s Myerscough College Open Day and Country Fair is set to be
one of the most eventful yet with a whole range of exhibitors providing fun
for all the family.
This popular event takes place at the main campus on Sunday 10th June and
features a superb range of displays, shows and interactive activities from all our
subject areas as well as superb catering and live music all day long. The day is
also a great opportunity for prospective students to see our beautiful campus at
its best and find out more about what Myerscough has to offer and the future careers available.
Highlights of the day will include a fantastic range of Equestrian Arena Shows
and Demonstrations. Additionally, animal enthusiasts will enjoy touring the Animal Academy and veterinary nursing facilities.
Agriculture and countryside attractions include tractor drawn rides and a dedicated countryside arena and conservation zone.
There will also be motorsport and machinery displays along with photography and Floral Design Exhibitions. Also returning is the ‗Made in Lancashire‘ Food Hall which will be displaying local produce for people to purchase,
sample and eat including cheeses, meats and fudge.
Children are likely to be kept busy with a wide variety of sports games and activities, while many people will find great delight in exploring our superb landscaped
gardens.
Last year tickets cost £15 per car on the gate. Prices for 2012 are still to be confirmed. Disabled parking is available and dogs are welcome on a lead.

More Detail to Follow Soon (see pg 25)
Pirelli Rally 27th - 28th April 2012
Hi Maurice
Nice to speak to you this afternoon and I am delighted that you may be able
to help us with the running of the Start for our event. The plan is to have the
Pirelli F1 simulator plus other attractions in Carlisle City centre all day Friday
27th April, the cars will start to arrive from 4pm and will be gone by around
7.45pm. We need at least 12/14 people to marshal the area with pedestrian
crossing points and other crowd control duties, mainly starting from 3.30pm
but if any of your guys can be there early so much the better. If any people
want to stay on for the Saturday and help we would be most grateful as
we a running a rally show as well as the service area at Carlisle race course
all weekend or of course there are always stage commanders looking for
more help.
Kindest regards
Brian Kinghorn (CofC Pirelli Rally)

If you can help us man the Start area on Friday
Contact - Maurice Ellison : 07788-723721 or
SD34news@gmail.com

Garstang & Preston MC
2011 Prize Presentation
Friday 24th February 2012
8-00pm
at the Lonsdale Club,
Fulwood Hall Ln, Fulwood, Preston PR2 8BD

Tickets £8.00 each available from
Dave Nolan 07970 945389
Forthcoming Club Nights @ G&PMC

February
28th

Quiz Night

March
6th
13th
20th
27th

Pre ‗Lee Holland Stage Rally‘ Meeting
Committee Night
Post ‗Lee Holland‘ Wash up
10 pin Bowling

April
3rd
Committee Night
Meet at 8-30pm
at the Lonsdale Club,
Fulwood Hall Ln,
Fulwood,
Preston PR2 8BD
G&PMC Membership £12-00

SD34MSG Inter-Club

Table Top Rally
Round 2 will take place on

Tuesday the 17th of April
at Waddington Sports & Social Club
Waddington, Nr Clitheroe. 8-30pm

O/S Map 103 will be required
I taught my son "I before E except after C" and he failed
his spelling test, Having a guilty conscience, I asked my
neighbour who is a feisty heavy weight at spelling and
science for some advice and he told me that the rhyme
is inefficient and we have been using it in vein. Weird.

ANWCC Night of Champions
ANWCC held its annual awards presentation on Saturday 11th February 2012 at the Holiday Inn Altrincham Rd
Wilmslow. Over 300 awards were given to North West
competitors in all forms of motorsport championships.
Rob Jones the MSA General Secretary gave the awards
to the competitors.

Our next door neighbours went mental when they found
me and the wife at it like rabbits in their garden. "Grow
your own carrots you thieving @?£:@s!" they shouted.

Blackburn teenager Simon Robinson (15) with Rob
Jones
Simon a member of Accrington Motor Sport Club and
Under 17 Motor Club North West, at 15 years of age is
the youngest ever Regional Championship driver in the
UK. The first ever MSA Regional Association Junior Production Car Championship.Daniel Barker (17) also from
Blackburn took class A. Whilst Jack Mather (16) from
Whittle le Woods was second in Class A. All the drivers
took part in at least 8 Production Car Autotests (PCA) in
the northwest where drivers can start driving at 14 years
of Age.
L-R Dave Thomas, Hazel Johnson, Rob Jones, Bob Milloy
Hazel Johnson (19) from Accrington took Class C in the (PCA) but also won 3 awards in the AutoSolo and two
more in the Rally Championship making the first year in rallying a very successful one.
Under 17-year-olds may register for FREE. See www.anwcc.org for full details. Junior Drivers can take part in
events all over the North West from 14 years of age, these normally cost from £25 to enter. This will allow drivers to
increase their skills and driving attitude to keep racing on the track not on the roads.
ANWCC is one of the largest MSA Regional Associations in the UK with over 100 member motor clubs. See
www.anwcc.org for full details.
The Under 17 Motor Club North West is not for profit organisation working with partners to deliver young driver
courses. These may be Training Providers, Road Safety Groups, Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM), Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA), MSA motor clubs and many others (the U17MCNorthwest
is a MSA club in its own right).

SD34 MSG AWARD WINNERS 2011
OFF THE ROAD Championship
st

1 Overall : STEPHEN JOHNSON (AMSC)
1st Class A
1st Class B
1st Class F
1st Class G

: STEVE LEWIS (CDMC) ;
: STEVE PRICE (BLMCC) ;
: MICHAEL TOMLINSON (PDMC) ;
: HAZEL JOHNSON (CSMA) ;

2nd Class F : Stuart Tranter (LCCC) ;

ROAD RALLY Championship
st

1 O/A Driver : SIMON BOARDMAN (CDMC);

1st O/A Navigator : STEVE BUTLER (CSMA)

1st Expert Driver : PAUL BUCKEL (CDMC) ;

1st Expert Navigator : IAN RAYNER (CDMC)
1st Semi-Exp Navigator : ANDREW LONG (BAC)
1st Novice Navigator : MAURICE ELLISON (GPMC)

STAGE RALLY Championship
1st O/A Driver : JOHN RIC WOOD (GPMC) ;

1st O/A Co-Driver : BRADLEY JOHNSON (CDMC) ;

1st Class A Driver : HAZEL JOHNSON (CSMA) ;

1st Class A Co-Driver : STEVE BUTLER (CSMA) ;

1st Class B Driver : RICHARD BROMLEY (WDMC) ;
1st Class C Driver : ROSS MILLER (CDMC) ;

1st Class C Co-Driver : PAUL BLANCHARD (CDMC) ;

1st Class D Driver : TUGS SHERRINGTON (CDMC); 1st Class D Co-Driver : HEIDI WOODCOCK (CDMC ;
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

INDIVIDUAL Championship
st

1 OVERALL : STEVE LEWIS (CDMC)
2nd Individual : Steve Price (BLMCC) ; 3rd Individual : Stephen Johnson (AMSC)

MARSHALS Championship
1st OVERALL : KEN WILKINSON (S061MC)
Joint 2nd Marshals : EVE FISHER and GRAHAM BRAY (both CSMA) ;
Joint 3 Marshals : Mark Wilkinson and Andy Turner (both S061MC); Steve Butler (CSMA)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------rd

SD34 MSG INTER-CLUB LEAGUE
1st OVERALL CLUB : CLITHEROE & DISTRICT MOTOR CLUB
1st Div A : BOLTON LE MOORS CAR CLUB ;
1st Div B : ACCRINGTON MOTOR SPORTS CLUB ;
1st DIV C : WALLASEY MOTOR CLUB

PAUL COOMBES TROPHY : TBA

2011 Awards Night
Friday10th Feb

SD34MSG Awards Night Raffle
On Behalf of Lancaster MC I turned up at the
SD34MSG Awards Night at Blackburn Northerns Club
House with Raffle Prizes. I had, one way or another,
managed to get three Ford Shirts and a Team Belgium
Opel Rally Jacket out of Malcolm Wilson. SD34MSG
very nearly only got the three shirts because I had my
eye on the jacket. Thought I would play fair and the
jacket went into the raffle and I bought £10 worth of
tickets. No luck until Mr. Terry Martin chose the Jacket
- from then on I kept winning - but the jacket had already gone - however, G&PMC now have an extra
prize for their Awards Night on the 24th and I have a
freezer full of Meat & Potatoe Pies ! (MY JACKET !!)

SD34MSG Meeting
Wednesday 21st March
(3rd Wednesday of the month)
8-00pm
Hartwood Hall Hotel, Chorley. Just off M61 at J8
109 / 583 181

Mark Shepherd (G&PMC)
has signed up to do a 3 mile run

the Sainsbury's Sport Relief
Mile and taking on 3 miles at
The Manchester Mile to help people living unimaginably tough lives,
both at home in the UK and across
the world's poorest countries for
th
sport relief on Sunday 25 of
March. If anyone would be so kind as to sponsor me it
will be fantastic!!
As you are all probably aware there is no way that I am in
any form of shape!
My page for sponsorship is: http://my.sportrelief.com/

sponsor/markshepherd
Thank you for all your support - and feel free to give yourself a big pat on the back!

Individual Championship
O/A

Competitor

1. Steve Johnson
2. Stephen Mather
3. Steve Price
4. Hazel Johnson
5. Steve Lewis
6. Paula Swinscoe
= 7. Steve Butler
= 7. Graham Chesters
= 9. Stephen Kennell
= 9. Ian Rayner
11. Andrew Charles
12. Jack Mather

pts

Club

28
25
17
16
15
10
9
9
8
8
6
5

AMSC
CDMC
BLMCC
CSMA
BLMCC
CDMC
CDMC
GPMC
CDMC
CDMC
LMC
BLMCC

Stage Rally Championship

ADVERTISING IN
the „SPOTLIGHT‟
1/4 page (ish) advert for a full 12 issues costs just £50
Sent to all 20 member clubs and then forwarded to club members + another 3000+ on the
distribution list (20 X 100 + 3000 = 5000+ readers)
All advertising revenue helps to fund SD34MSG
Contact either Les Fragle, Maurice Ellison or Steve
Johnson for more details
Steve Johnson
07919-298799
steve.johnson@csmaclub.org

Les Fragle
Maurice Ellison

O/A

Driver

pts Class Club

1
= 2
= 2
= 2

Gary Jakeman
Steve Johnson
Graham Chesters
John Ric Wood

27
26
26
26

B
A
B
D

01995-672230
les.fragle@gmail.com
07788-723721

HMMC
CSMA
GPMC
GPMC

Following Chris Kelly Stages

O/A

Co-Driver

pts Class Club

=
=
=
=
=

Terry Martin
Heidi Woodcock
Steve Butler
Ian Rayner
Paula Swinscoe

27
27
26
26
26

1
1
3
3
3

C
D
A
B
D

CDMC
CDMC
CSMA
CDMC
CDMC

Road Rally Championship
O/A

DRIVER

pts

Club

All the latest British Rally Photographs

O/A

Navigator

pts

Club

www.pro-rally.co.uk
Phil James

Non Race/Rally Championship
O/A

DRIVER

pts

Club

TEL:

PRO-RALLY PHOTOGRAPHY
01772 69-00-34 MOB: 07771 76-86-57
EMAIL: phil@pro-rally.co.uk

Gemini

Communications Team
MOTORSPORT MANAGEMENT SAFETY SYSTEMS

Serving Motorsport for 45 Years
www.geminicommunications.org.uk
Any Marshals, Radio Crews wishing to help on events would
be most welcome. Novices given training in the use of Radio
and reporting + free hire of equipment (to start)

Bill Wilmer 07973-830705
w.wilmer@btinternet.com

Steve Price
Tel: 07814 953346
Gilnow Road
Bolton, Lancashire
BL1 4LL

SD 34 MSG
Inter Club League
Division A
Club

O/A

Clitheroe & DMC

111

3

3

Bolton-le-Moors CC

118

2

2

Stockport061 MC

29

5

9

Warrington & DMC

154

1

1

Garstang & Preston MC

67

3

5

Accrington MSC

35

4

7

Division B
Club
High Moor MC

Position

Points Division
10

5

14

CSMA (NW)

85

1

4

Manx AS

52

2

6

Pendle & DMC

13

4

13

Wallasey MC

26

3

10

Points Division
0

Bury AC

20

Lightning MSC

0

2300

0

Mull CC

31

Fylde MSC

0

Motorsport NW Ltd

0

10
10
10

CSMA (NW)
High Moor MC
Gary Heslop

20

Accrington MSC
Les Fragle
Karen Whittam
Ric Wood

20 Margaret Duckworth
10 Peter Shuttleworth
10

O/A

3

12

2

11

1

8

Clitheroe & DMC

Bury AC
Wallasey MC
Warrington & DMC
Sheila Cox
Denise Burns
Steven Price
Dave Read
Sandra Witherspoon
BillyOBrian
Robert OBrian
Dave Bates

20
20
20
20
20
10
10
10

Allan Burns
Mark Carter
Joanne Mackman
Anne McCormack
Paul Cox
Colin Burgess
Colin Cresswell

Fylde MSC

Lancaster M.C.
Lancs & Cheshire MC
Mull CC
Manx AC

Gazzard Accounts

10
10

Pendle & DMC

Position

Wigan MC

10 Julie Sharples
10 Joe Evers
10 Hannah Speaker
10

GPMC

Division C
15

Peter Sharples
Eric Wilkinson
John Richardson
Martin Beamish

O/A

0

Lancaster M.C.

Bolton-le-Moors MC

Lightning MC

Lancs & Cheshire CC

Club

Club
Stockport 061

Position

Points Division

Marshals Championship

2300

33 Acresfield Road,

Motorsport NW Ltd.

Middleton, Manchester M24 2WT
0161 643 0151 or 07973-816965
email : gazzard.accts@btinternet.com

Wigan MC

20
20
20
20
20
10
10

SD34MSG Stage Rally Championship
Date

Event

SD34MSG

Club

February
3/4
17/18

North West Stages
Chris Kelly Stages

March
11
18
25

Jack Neal
Lee Holland
SMC Stages

Clitheroe & DMC
PDMC & GPMC
Stockport061

Manx International
Cetus Stages

Manx AS
Wigan & DMC

Enville Stages

Warrington & DMC

May
11/12
12

July
8

September
1
7/8
9
30

Poker Stars Stages
Promenade Stages
Stockport061 Stages
Heroes Stages

Manx AS
Wallasey MC
Stockport061
G&PMC

Mull
Adgespeed Stages
Neil Howard
Hall Trophy

Event

Lonsdale Belt

Club

Kirkby Lonsdale MC

VK Derbyshire Rally Matlock & DMC

Altratech 061 Rally

Stockport061

June
09/10

Memorial Rally

G&PMC

Morecambe Rally

Morecambe CC

July
21/22

September
01/02

Countdown Rally

Spadeadam MC

22/23

Clitheronian Rally

Clitheroe & DMC

October
20/21

Club

Autosolo
Autosolo

Knutsford & DMC
BLMCC

February
19th
19th

Autosolo
Auto Test

CSMA(NW)
CSMA(NW)

March
18th

Autosolo

BLMCC

Auto Test
Autosolo
Auto Test

BLMCC
CSMA(NW)
CSMA(NW)

5th
6th

Sprint
Sprint

Lancs & Chesh CC
Lancs & Chesh CC

Autosolo
Auto Test

CSMA(NW)
CSMA(NW)

Sprint
Autotest

Mull CC
Knutsford & DMC

June
24th
25th

July

May
12/13

22th
29th

MAY

April
14/15

Event

January

BLMCC
Clitheroe & DMC

March
17/18

Date

22nd
29th
29th

SD34MSG Road Rally Championship
Date

(used to be called Off the Road)

MullCC
Wigan & DMC

November
11
24

SD34MSG None Race/None Rally
Championship

April

October
12/14
14

Championships
At A Glance

MotorSport(NW)
Manx AS

Illuminations Rally

7th
8th

August
19th
26th
26th

Hillclimb
Autosolo
Auto Test

Pendle & DMC
CSMA(NW)
CSMA(NW)

September
1st
2nd
16th
23rd

Sprint
Sprint
Autosolo
Auto Test

Lancs & Chesh CC
Lancs & Chesh CC
BLMCC
Lancs & Chesh CC

October
Morecambe CC

November

14th

Autosolo

BLMCC

December

10/11

John Robson

Hexham MC

17/18

Black Sheep Rally

LMC

2nd
2nd

Autosolo
Auto Test

Accrington MSC
CSMA(NW)

2012 SD34 MSG CHAMPIONSHIP REGISTRATION FORM
www.sd34msg.org.uk
NAME;

………………………………………………………………………………

ADDRESS;

……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

POSTCODE;

…………………………….

HOME TEL. NO;

………………………………

MOBILE NO;

…………………………………..

E-MAIL ADDRESS;

………………………………………………

SD34 NOMINATED CLUB (one club only)………………………………………
Please register me for the SD34 Championships listed below;
I understand that the information contained on this sheet may be held on computer, but will be kept in the strictest
Confidence for SD34 MSG use only.
SIGNATURE…………………………………DATE…………………………………
Please forward the completed SD34 registration form with registration fee of £5.00 to; SD34 MSG
,c/o Mrs.M.Duckworth,12 Silsden Ave.,Ribbleton, Preston.PR2 6XB
Registration commences on date of receipt of application form or on advance notification by e-mail.
.
Tel. No; 01772 700823
E-Mail; margaret.duckworth42@btinternet.com
N.B. You do not need to register in order to claim points for the Interclub league championship but you must register
for the individual or disciplined championships.
CHAMPIONSHIP

Driver
Co-Driver/ Navigator
Delete as appropriate

Class
Delete as appropriate

STAGE RALLY

DRIVER
CO DRIVER

A / B / C / D (Cls)
A/B/C/D

ROAD RALLY

DRIVER
NAVIGATOR

Exp / Semi / Nov
Exp / Semi / Nov

OFFROAD

Tick to
Register

Official
SD34
Use only

A / B / C / D / E / F /G

MARSHALLING POINTS. If you are registering as driver and navigator/co-driver in the same discipline you must nominate which you want marshalling points to be awarded to.
……………………………………………………….

CLASSES
Stage Rally; A = up to 1400cc, B = 1401 to 1600cc, C = 1601 to 2000cc, D = over 20000cc & 4wd
Road Rally; Expert; A competitor who, in the role registered has finished in the top 10 of a Nat B Or higher grade rally.
Semi Expert; All competitors not eligible for Expert or Novice class.
Novice; A competitor in the role registered who has never won an award other than a team award.
Off Road; A = saloon cars up to 13ft long and up to and including 1400cc.
B = Saloon cars up to 13ft long and over 1400cc.
C= Saloon cars over 13ft long and up to and including 1600cc.
D= Saloon cars over 13ft long and over 1601cc. (Saloons will include estate cars, hatchbacks and
commercials as appropriate)
E= Sports cars.
F = Specials.
G = Special Stage rally cars.

North West Stages 2012
Andrew and John Gardner

Car 73
Finished 34th
and best novice award!
We had previously been out on the Keith
Frecker Stages at Weeton last year and went
Registered charity No. 207994
out on the fourth corner after hitting a big
A Motorsport Event Promoted by
kerb and breaking the wishbone and causing
Motor Sport (North West) Ltd in Aid of
a bit of body damage. We had not really had
Marie Curie Cancer Care
time to do any others for the rest of 2011, so
decided that the NW Stages was going to be the next one.
Photos courtesy Dan Hurst (DRH Photograhy)
The car was feeling good leading up to the event, and
seemed to be running really well in testing, so we had no
worries about putting it up against the trying conditions that
the rally usually entails. We were really looking forward to the
event after being out for a few months, and couldn‘t wait for
the event to come round, but that does not stop the usual pre
-event nerves, as we really didn‘t want to go out early on in
this one. The weather reports were looking good for the Friday, but Saturday was looking like a mixed bag, could have
been snow which would have been fun as we don‘t have any
suitable tyres for snow!
We got a great write up in the Garstang Courier courtesy of
Phil at Pro-Rally Photography, even though we didn‘t
know it was going in until we picked the paper up a few days before. It was
great to have the bit of exposure that brought as we are searching for a
sponsor! Having said that, nobody has offered as yet!
Friday came, car loaded and we got there really early then spent a few
hours tinkering, wondering about tyre selection, looking at the show at the
Norbreck, catching up with people, meeting new folk and generally getting
ready for a tough event. Friday evening was largely uneventful, but we just
took it easy, especially on the Clifton stages as we had only been there
once before on last years event so we really couldn‘t remember much. We
got through the evening with respectable times and returned the next day
looking at clear skies. That was until it turned grey and a bit murky and we
knew tyre choice would be an issue. The first sets of stages before first service on Saturday were not great as it had
started to rain, and being on dry tyres, we were losing a bit of time as we felt we had to back off a little to keep the
car straight.
At service we changed to an intermediate set and that seemed to do the trick as it felt much better on the potentially
slippy parts of some stages. Weeton was great, and we exorcised a few demons lingering from the Keith Frecker,
and made some good times whilst enjoying the stages. Fleetwood was a bit tasty on the first run through, having
fitted a hydraulic handbrake for the event, that was still being tested with some success. We really didn‘t take to Lytham Hall, plenty of people telling us to take it easy, and when we came across a Toyota MR2 sideways in the
stage, we knew to back off a bit and keep the car going.
We came into Weeton in the afternoon and set off going great guns, but heavily whacked a rear wheel on yet another kerb, thought the game was over when it flicked the car almost sideways, but to our amazement was totally
fine after end of stage checks, and even found nothing at service. I am glad a Weeton kerb didn‘t get us again, that
would have been just typical! Another run through Clifton saw the car shoot straight on at a square left and I will remember the look on the marshall‘s faces for a long time, as they performed a dance of some sort trying to get away
from the car! That really was a near miss, but at least we kept them on their toes – don‘t think they will have stood
there again!
The rest of the stages were largely uneventful, Lytham again really slippy in parts, Clifton frozen over at the first hairpin and caught us out, as well as us mounting a grass verge and nearly getting stranded – thank God for 4wd!
We were a bit glad to get through the event, but continue to be hooked by the adrenalin, so are looking forward to
the next one, possibly the SMC Stages at Weeton (Oh God, more kerbs!).
Once again, thanks to all the marshalls who looked really cold and leaned into the car more than usual for a quick
blast of warm air, and who can blame them! Also thanks to all the organisers for another great event, although the
traffic around Blackpool was really bad in patches this year! Our service lads Scott, Jonathan and Jack were great
once again, and look out for Jack and Scott starting up in their own car very soon.

Andrew and John Gardner (still looking for a sponsor!!)

2012 LEGEND FIRES NORTH WEST STAGES RALLY
Report by Phil James
After missing out on victory by only
a second on last year‘s event Tony
Bardy made sure of success this time around taking victory
by over a minute in his familiar Nissan Sunny GTi-R. With
regular co-driver Reg Smith out of the country Bardy renewed
an old partnership with Tony Walker and despite not having
competed together for 10 years they proved a winning combination.
Their closest challengers, John Stone and Lee Carter, enjoyed a brief spell as rally leaders on Saturday morning but a
failing clutch saw the Skoda Fabia WRC crew settle for second.
Last year‘s winners Kevin Proctor and Dave Bellerby had
headed the standings after Friday‘s four-stage leg but a
wrong tyre choice on Saturday ruined any hopes the Subaru
Impreza pairing of a repeat victory. After finishing third Proctor was full of praise for his friend and rival saying ―Bardy
drove like a demon!‖
The final outcome could have been different but for a timing
error that cost Paul Bird and Kirsty Riddick a six-minute penalty at the start of Friday‘s first Blackpool stage. It left them in
81st place overnight but an all out attack on Satuday saw
them haul their Ford Focus WRC up to fifth place, finishing
just two seconds behind the Escort Cosworth of Mark Roberts and Gareth Twiss.
Simon Bowen and Richard Robinson survived a huge spin in
the final Clifton stage to take sixth in their Impreza ahead of
the Forester of Alex Taylor and Martyn Taylor who hit the
Armco there on Friday night.
Top two-wheel drive finishers Russell Morgan and Martin
Kenyon claimed eighth place their Escort Mk1 ahead of Pete
Gibson and Josh Davison. The Mitsubishi Lancer Evo6 crew
had been sixth before being forced to tackle the last group of
six stages with three-wheel drive after breaking a rear differential. Adrian Atkinson and Dave Riley completed the top ten
in another Evo6 despite losing all their brakes in Weeton.
David and Steven Benson brought their Honda Civic home
11th overall after switching to ice tyres and setting a string of
top ten stage times on the final leg to claim the Class B win.
Class C winners Barry Stevenson-Wheeler and John
Pickavance nursed their Escort RS home with an ailing gearbox finishing 12th overall whilst Class A winners Andrew Fawcett and Chris Purvis finished 17th in their Vauxhall Nova.
Stephen Johnson and Steven Butler were forced to run their
Nissan Micra without any auxillary lights simply because they didn‘t have any but they still came out on top of the
Class F standings!
The icy conditions took their toll with a high rate of attrition resulting in no fewer than 40 of the 85 starters retiring and Saturday’s Blackpool stages were only saved after the organisers arranged for the local Council to
grit the stage. Blackpool Borough Council were rewarded for their efforts with the ‘Spirit of the Rally’ Award.

Results
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Tony Bird/Tony Walker
John Stone/Lee Carter
Kevin Procter/Dave Bellerby
Mark Roberts/Gareth Twiss
Paul Bird/Kirsty Riddick
Simon Bowen/Richard Robinson
Alex Taylor/Martyn Taylor
Russell Morgan/Martin Kenyon
Pete Gibson/Josh Davison
Adrian Atkinson/Dave Riley

(Nissan Sunny GTi-R)
(Skoda Fabia WRC)
(Subaru Impreza WRC)
(Ford Escort Cosworth)
(Ford Focus WRC)
(Subaru Impreza)
(Subaru Forester)
(Ford Escort Mk1)
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evo6)
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evo6)

1hr27m22s
1hr28m51s
1hr31m15s
1hr32m18s
1hr32m20s
1hr32m21s
1hr33m19s
1hr33m30s
1hr34m51s
1hr35m49s

Phil James
PRO-RALLY PHOTOGRAPHY

TEL:

01772 69-00-34 MOB:
07771 76-86-57
EMAIL: phil@pro-rally.co.uk

Class Award Winners:
A: Andrew Fawcett/Chris Purvis
C: Barry Stevenson-Wheeler/John Pickavance
F: Stephen Johnson/Steven Butler

(Vauxhall Nova),
(Ford Escort RS)
(Nissan Micra).

B: David Benson/Steven Benson (Honda Civic)
D: Roberts/Twiss

Off-Road Excursion Proves Costly For Swift
Darlingtons Paul Swift claimed a deserved 15th overall and third in class on the
Legend Fires North West Stages Rally despite a time-consuming off-road excursion
which cost him over two minutes. Along with Welsh co-driver Stuart Powell, the pair
were contesting the popular two-day Blackpool-based event in their 2.0 litre Ford
Escort Mk2 RS1800 and after a steady run round the opening pair of stages of Friday
night, they upped the pace in front of a big crowd on Blackpool Promenade to
set a pair of top five times and hold 14th overall overnight. With slippery conditions set to dominate throughout the day didn't get off to a good start when
they got stuck behind a car which had spun on a hairpin on the first stage dropping 30 seconds in the process as it was blocking the stage temporarily. Undeterred, the seven-times British champion and professional precision and stunt
driver charged back into contention and by the halfway point, had moved up to
ninth overall and held the class lead going into the afternoon stages. All was
going well and Swift was holding sway inside the top ten, when on the 16th
stage in Lytham Hall, the route took the crews down a muddy track and with
very little grip, the Escort slid off the road and down a bank, dropping two valuable minutes as the marshals eventually extracted them. Dropping to 17th overall as a result and losing the class
lead, it was a damage limitation exercise from thereon in and with a string of top 20 times on the remaining stages,
Swift clawed his way back to 15th overall and third in class after the 22 stages.

Photos Courtesy of Marcus Andrews

Bird Claims Moral Victory On North West Stages
The Legend Fires North West Stages Rally saw Paul Bird produce one of the
best drives of his career when he stormed back from 81st overall overnight to
clinch a sensational fifth place overall at the finish in Blackpool. Driving the
Fuchs Titan, Rapid Solicitors and Kick Energy-backed FBP Ford Focus
WRC07, Bird and Scottish co driver Kirsty Riddick were leading after two
stages when a timing ‗anomaly‘ going into SS3 saw them incur six minutes of
road penalties which relegated them to virtually last place. Despite the handicap, Bird, who was making his debut on the popular event, decided to continue
and to use the remaining 18 stages for vital testing prior to his assault on the
MSA Asphalt Rally Championship and despite his lack of knowledge of the
stages, set about climbing the leaderboard. With early ice making conditions
treacherous, the British Superbike and MotoGP team boss had clawed his way up to 41st after the first loop but it
was after the first service halt that he really started to motor. Fastest time on four of the next six stages saw him up
to an amazing 12th overall and going into the afternoon stages, he was planning on continuing his charge. And that
is exactly what he did as on the final eight stages, he set fastest time on six of them and was second and third fastest on the other two meaning that as he arrived back at the finish; he'd made it up to an amazing fifth overall courtesy of those 13 fastest stage times. If fact, the 2005 National Champion was only outside the top three times on
two out of the 22 stages. Checking the results sheet at the end didn't make good reading for the Cumbrian as it
emerged that without the penalty, he would have won the event by over a minute...

Graham Chesters / Ian Rayner – Talbot Sunbeam 1600 – Car 66
First time out in almost 2years after converting the car to 5 gears with the fitment of a Ford Sierra gearbox. Scrutineering passed without incident and it was back to the service area to change tyres, add fuel and put spotlights on
for the Friday evening group of stages in the dark. A steady run without any real dramas other than a moment on
the mud at Clifton, resulted in 67th overall when the car arrived back at Parc Ferme before 10pm.
Eight am Saturday in Preston was a bright affair altogether a different story to what unfolded during the rest of the
day, the crew releasing the car from its overnight stay beneath the Norbreck Hotel before having 45mins in service
to check everything over and remove the lights and add some fuel. Out of service and a run up to Fleetwood for
two runs on the very slippy prom. The temperature had dropped dramatically and the clear skies of Preston replaced with menacing clouds which were leaking rain with lumps, combined with a biting wind. The run to Weeton
had the windscreen freezing, which continued into stage and at the emergency service area after the first run
through the army camp Graham arrived complaining of zero vision, thick ice had formed on the windscreen and the
wiper blades were frozen with icicles protruding from the rubbers. A quick scrape and a wipe from myself and off
they went to tackle it once more. End of stage – same problem – but it could have been worse. As usual at Weeton
plenty of cars limped out but clearly their day was over – the kerbs had bitten and bitten hard. Another trip to service – just fuel and a spanner check – before fighting through heavy traffic to get back to Fleetwood where the
stages had been cancelled, due to ice, on the grounds of Health & Safety. From there it was back to a slightly
warmer but much wetter Weeton, luckily no ice duties this time so I stayed warm‘n‘dry. Then it was off to a pair of
stages at Clifton and Lytham Hall and then back to a shortened service to refit the spotlights and add more fuel. A
quick once over of fluid levels and wheel nuts. Tyres were also inspected and found to be still round and black.
Two runs down Blackpool Prom, 2 more at Weeton but now only 2 of the 4 spotlights were working and this hampered the crew and cost a bit of time. Back to Clifton for two more runs before the last two stages at Lytham Hall.
Only a couple of iffy moments reported but the Yokahama tyres created enough grip to keep the Sunbeam out of
the scenery. The car never missed a beat al day and needed only routine checks on the way to 38th O/A and 8th in
class. Well done Graham and Ian – it was an enjoyable couple of days
Steve Kenyon G&PMC

JACK FROST Stages Rally
With one of the strongest fields assembled in recent
years, Darlington rally driver Paul Swift saw off much of the
opposition to claim a brilliant third place overall on today's
Autogas 2000 Jack Frost Stages Rally held at Croft Circuit,
North Yorkshire.
Along with co-driver David Cox, the pair also took a class victory in
their rapid 2.0 litre Ford Escort Mk2 RS1800 in the dry and blustery
conditions to lead the 2012 AS Performance North of England Tarmacadam Championship following the Darlington and District Motor
Club event.
With eight fast stages around the North Yorkshire race track ahead of them, Swift and Cox posted fourth fastest time
on SS1 before stopping the clocks third fastest on the second stage despite a brief rain shower. A big spin on SS3
saw the seven-times British champion drop vital seconds before consolidating his fourth position at the lunchtime
halt following SS4.
A steady run round the fifth stage was followed by another third fastest time on SS6 and with main two-wheel drive
rival Martyn Tinker hitting trouble, Swift moved up into third position after the penultimate stage behind the Ford Focus WRC of eventual winner Paul Bird and the MG Metro 6R4 of Chris Wise.
As darkness fell for the final stage, Swift took no chances and brought the car home to a third consecutive top three
placing in as many rallies at Croft and considering the strength of the entry, probably the best result in the couple of
years he's been competing in the sport.
Paul commented: "That's three in a row at Croft so I'm happy to be on the tip of the podium again! It was always going to be difficult considering the strength of opposition so I'm even more pleased with the result
which has to rank as one of my best to date. I drove like an old woman on the last stage as I wanted to bring
the car home safely but I've raised the bar now so we need to continue to improve. Thanks to the organisers
and marshals for putting on a great event, I really enjoyed it and the car was fantastic."
Penrith driver Paul Bird successfully defended his Jack Frost
Stages Rally title to make it a record four wins in a row when he
took a comfortable win at a dry but blustery Croft Circuit in
North Yorkshire.
Driving the Fuchs Titan, Rapid Solicitors and Kick Energy-backed
FBP Ford Focus WRC07, Bird and Scottish co driver Kirsty Riddick
set fastest times on all eight stages to win by a healthy two minutes
and 12 seconds on the annual Darlington & District Motor Club event,
this year sponsored by Autogas 2000.
Indeed it was the event sponsor himself, Chris Wise, who chased Bird
home in his MG Metro 6R4 but the double winner from 2007 and
2008had no answer for the British Superbike and MotoGP team boss
who added to his 2009, 2010 and 2011 successes.
Not that the Cumbrian had it all his own way as a spin on the opening stage was followed by a brief rain shower on
SS2 just as he was about to leave the line on slick tyres but once he got into the swing of his first tarmac event since
Rally Barbados last summer, he never looked like being headed.
The event was the first of three pre-season rallies he plans on contesting before an inaugural assault on the MSA
Asphalt Rally Championship this season. Bird makes his debut on the Legend Fires North West Stages Rally in two
weeks time which he will follow with a rare outing on gravel this season with his local Malcolm Wilson Rally on
March 3rd.
"It's great to win this event for a record-breaking fourth time, especially as I've not driven the car on tarmac
for seven months. It took me a while to get going and the opening couple of stages were not perfect by any
means. But once I got into my stride, everything started flowing and we got the vital testing time with the car
we needed. I'm going to give the MSA Asphalt Rally Championship a good go this year as I've never done a
tarmac series but I'll still do the odd gravel event when it suits me."
Results

1, Paul Bird/Kirsty Riddick, Ford Focus WRC, 0:51:40
2, Chris Wise/Tracey Taylor West, MG Metro 6R4, 0:53:52

3, Paul Swift/David Cox, Ford Escort Mk2, 0:55:25
4, Pete Gibson/Josh Davison, Mitsubishi Evo6, 0:55:33
5, Simon Bowen/Richard Robinson, Subaru Impreza, 0:55:59
6, Andy Davison/Mike Curry, Mitsubishi Evo5, 0:56:00
7, Martin Elsdon/John Frew, Ford Escort Mk2, 0:56:03

8, Steve Quigley/Terry Martin, Renault Clio 16v, 0:56:21
9, Ed Todd/Andy Brown, GTM Coupe, 0:56:37
10, Paul Alsop/Chris Alsop, Chrysler Sunbeam, 0:57:09

Steve Quigley & Terry Martin
8th O/A & 2nd in Class on Jack Frost Stages
Clitheroe Motor Club member Terry Martin was co-driver for Cheshire‘s Steve
Quigley at the Croft Jack Frost Stages and the duo finished second in class in
their ‗Pretty Pink‘ Renault Clio 16v.
The duo, who first teamed up together at the Promenade Stages in September,
are set for a full assault on the ANCC Tarmac Challenge series this year.
But they were not without their problems at the weekend after gearbox issues
in the north east.
That has now left them with work to do on the car ahead of their entry into the
next round of the series, the North West Stages, which takes place in Blackpool on February 3 and 4.
―The gearbox has to be completely rebuilt and also we‘re building an ex-Clio
race car into a rally car for later on in the year, so we have our work cut out at
the moment,‖ said Martin.
Quigley and Martin were 21st overall after the first stage at Croft but climbed to
12th and then seventh after work on the gears.
But they then lost second gear and slipped back a place in the final stage.

(Photos courtesy of Dan Hurst)

www.drhphotography.org.uk
Or 07858880511

Arron Newby borrowed his dad's MKII
Escort for the Jack Frost stages finished 27th O/A
Had a superb weekend at the K&R Mitsubishi stages rally, Brought his
Skoda home in 16th overall and 2nd in
class on the First outing in the Fabia.
Big thanks to Team Teg , Stevie Joel ,
Pirelli, Wiseman Dairies
Not the best of weekends, sheet ice on
Stage 7 on the North West Stages,
he clipped a kerb and bent the rear Hub
and unfortunately never had a spare one
in the chase car , enjoyed the friday
night stages and was very happy with
his pace in day light in the morning and
was climbing up the leader board fast,
―having to retire sucks.” (see pg 26)
A man with a winking problem is applying for a position as a sales representative for a large firm. The interviewer
looks over his papers and says, "This is phenomenal. You've graduated from the best schools; your recommendations are wonderful, and your experience is unparalleled. Normally, we'd hire you without a second thought.
However, a sales representative has a highly visible position, and we're afraid that your constant winking will scare
off potential customers. I'm sorry.... we can't hire you."
"But wait," the man says. "If I take two aspirin, I'll stop winking!" "Really? Great! Show me!"
So the applicant reaches into his jacket pocket and begins pulling out all sorts of condoms: red condoms, blue condoms, ribbed condoms, flavored condoms; finally, at the bottom, he finds a packet of aspirin. He tears it open, swallows the pills, and stops winking. "Well," said the interviewer, "that's all well and good, but this is a respectable company, and we will not have our employees womanizing all over the country!"
"Womanizing? What do you mean? I'm a happily married man!" "Well then, how do you explain all these condoms?"
"Oh, that," he sighed. "Have you ever walked into a pharmacy, winking, and asked for aspirin?"

Clitheronian 2011 - 12 minutes and 6 miles

(Bit late - but still a good tale!)

After a very late entry, We finally were on the start of the first competitive section. I had tapped in the 12 minutes
that the 6 miles should take and all was ready for a great nights driving.
I had had great problems sorting out a navigator and Alan Edwards had agreed at the 11th hour to do the plot-nbash for me. As the start time arrived the route instructions were passed across with the clue of 'NAM1 is in the first
part of this section'. (The first section was from MR(103) 878-302 to MR(103) 960-264 if you want to follow along on
the map!)
We quickly scanned the route and decided where the NAM was likely to be. As Alan plotted I had to drive smoothly
and find a small 'car park' on the left with two code boards somewhere along the first straight section of road.
We got to a 90 left and Alan verified I had missed the NAM. We went back and finally found it MR(103) 893-288
(seemed like a couple of hours later). Not an obvious car park but a small white entrance into a gravel area. Noted
the 2 boards and set off back down the road. Alan had the route down now and was calling the road. Quickly found
the remaining 2 code boards on the section and had to get to the finish ASAP. Alan was calling the road well and
confidence was growing (mistake!). A light drizzle had started to descend to add to the fun (noted, but not nearly
enough!). Finally, Alan called 'miss right, fast left and 500 straight to end control.' I looked at the clock and found 47
seconds remaining. I checked 'straight into the control?' and Alan confirmed it. At this point I realised we could
make the minute, even after the hours and hours looking for the NAM at the beginning of the section. As we
rounded the fast left I thought 'I can afford to back off now with 40 seconds to go'. Just as well really, since as I lifted
slightly, we went over a slight crest to be presented with a sharp 90 right and no end control! On the brakes and I
felt the anti lock kick in. Hard right and the car was responding well on the damp road surface (still drizzling, now a
very important factor).
The car is now 3/4 round the corner but fully on the grass verge, with speed dropped to around 20MPH. I looked
right and saw the control, the 2 marshals and their car just past the 90 right we were going round. I looked ahead
and saw more grass verge back to the road and had a tiny, tiny thought we might get through this in one piece!
The factor I hadn't noticed was the 3ft drop in the verge, and then banking exactly one-cars-length apart. The car
dropped and stopped. No steam, no smoke, everyone OK. The Marshal ran up to check on us and it was immediately clear the lodged car was not going to come out within the hour! The car was perfectly parallel parked with a
car's width of grass to the tarmac.
A few minutes passed and a police car pulled up (how do they sniff out incidents like that?) The two officers were
great and had no problem with the somewhat irresponsible cornering I had just performed. They were far more interested in a noise complaint from a near by village.
Next the course closing car appeared (we were running last and this was the first competitive section so course closing was never going to be far behind). The officers and the course closing occupants sorted out the route information and the noise complaint looked like the usual boy-racers chasing the rally in an impreza with a cherry bomb exhaust (there had been such a crew at the start asking for route info)
The police left, the course closing left and the marshals left to go to their next control.
Very quiet and dark now! I called Myles and Phil Martin who were out marshalling. They agreed to come and have
a look (well you would, wouldn't you!) with an expected delay of about an hour and a 1/2. After a while I decided a
plan of extraction was required. On inspection I found the car had just missed everything! Tyre tracks 6" from a
wooden post, a large rock right next to the passenger front wheel, 8ft drop further left, large rock to the right. The
final resting place was against a soil bank, which it turned out had absorbed all of the energy. To the right of the car
was another soil bank 2ft high.
Out came the crowbar and I began digging with Alan providing the illumination.
Myles had managed to find a sharp lump in the road to slash the inner wall of one of the front tyres on his car, so
another 1/2 hour was added to the journey.
By the time Myles and Phil arrived, I had half of each bank removed and the passenger front corner of the car on a
scissor jack. We attached a tow rope and Myles pulled the car sideways off the scissor jack. This gave us about 1ft
in the right direction. Repeated 3 more times and the car was at 45 degrees. Myles then had a go at digging while
Phil reattached the rope to the wishbone so the front wheels could help with the pull.
Finally with both engines being used , lots of pushing and many forwards and backwards juggles, the car was out.
Checked the damage and found there were no leaks and no holes (very, very lucky). The radiator was off it's
mounts but still secure. Steering was about right and no bent bits hitting the wheels. So time to drive home. Myles
stayed with us for a few miles to check there was nothing too wrong with the car and then he headed off home as we
limped back.
So, 12 minutes and 6 miles. What has been learnt?
1) Plot-n-bash adds a very large component to the event.
2) Only one pair of eyes looking for the code boards is a big disadvantage (especially if it's Mr Magoo me!).
3) Take more notice of drizzle.
4) Drive on what you can see, only drive on the navigator's calls if you are 100% confident and there is no other
stress occurring.
5) DON'T CHASE THE MINUTE. I should have dropped a minute and had a good nights driving. I chased the minute and sat around for 120 minutes waiting for assistance!
Now I have a lot of straightening and plastic bits to replace, an expensive 12 minutes and 6 miles.

Jem Dale G&PMC

Punctures Cause Perez's
Wyedean Woes
After a year's absence from the
event, Kick Energy Rally driver Steve
Perez returned to the Forest of Dean
for the Team GMF Wyedean Forest
Rally but sadly for him, he couldn't
repeat his victory of 2010 on the
opening round of the REIS Get Connected BTRDA Rally Series.
Along with Welsh co driver Paul
Spooner, the 2010 champions encountered a pair of punctures as well
as the treacherously icy stages in
their Ford Focus WRC but after sliding off on the opening stage, Perez
fought back to set fastest time on the
second stage.
However, the first of two punctures came on SS3 whereby
the triple British Champion dropped a minute but gamely
battled on only for the following stage to end his hopes of a
good result when a second puncture proved terminal when
the flailing rubber broke the front transmission and also the
rim and as a result left the Chesterfield driver stranded mid
-stage.
Steve said afterwards: "It was very icy but despite that, I
really enjoyed it, after all, that's what rally driving is all
about. Like most, we ended up on a bank in the first stage
but we were fastest by 17 seconds in SS2 and I loved it.
Then the puncture on SS3 dropped us back but when we
got yet another puncture, it ended up breaking the wheel
and the halfshaft and although I tried to continue, it was game over. Not scoring this weekend isn't ideal and we
know we will miss the Dukeries too so we can't afford too many problems from now on. I'm really looking forward to
the Malcolm Wilson Rally next month where I can renew my battle with a certain Mr Bird in his back yard. There's a
freezer full of chicken riding on that result if I beat him so he says!"

Bentham‟s David Wright had a disappointing start
to his rally season when suspension damage caused by a
puncture forced him to retire from the Wyedean Forest
Rally, the first round of the BTRDA rally championship.
With temperatures well below freezing the rally crews
faced the difficult decision of which tyres to choose for the
opening stages in the Forest of Dean. Wright selected cut
gravel tyres but as soon as he started stage one he knew
this was the wrong choice as the gravel forest tracks resembled a skating rink. Battling to keep the Kumho Tyres,
Proflex, Drenth, Grove Hill Garage and York Brewerysupported Mitsubishi Evo 9 on the road Wright and codriver Michael Wilkinson had five spins in the stage and
were down in 29th place overall.
Conditions were no better in the second stage although Wright was progressing well until a high speed spin between
two steel gate posts.
―Stage one was a nightmare, there was no grip at all and we were very lucky not to do any damage in our numerous
spins,‖ commented Wright. ―Stage two was also very icy but we seemed to be having a better run until the spin. We
only just missed the gateposts and we‘d have done a lot of damage had we hit them. We ended up landing backwards in a ditch but the car was ok.‖
Wright was able to swap to tyres designed for ice before the third stage and the difference was immediately seen as
he caught and passed the car that started the test a minute ahead. Shortly afterwards the Evo 9 picked up a puncture which caused damage to the suspension as Wright drove out of the stage, forcing him out of the event.
―The ice tyres transformed the car on the slippery surface, we were having a really good run in Speech House but
the puncture ended our hopes of a good result. It was a very disappointing way to end the rally but we‘ve just got to
put it behind us and look forward to the next event which will be the Malcolm Wilson rally in March. This is our local
event and I really like the stages, I‘ll be having a big attack to get as many points as I can.‖

K & R Mitsubishi Stages - Brean
Hi all, been a while since I‘ve done an event however the start
to 2012 has been great! First off the Specsavers Xmas stages
at Croft and now, the K & R Mitsubishi Stages. A 2 day single
venue around the Brean leisure park, Somerset. I was navigating for Chris Temple of Nuneaton in a Peugeot 106GTI, we
arrived in Brean at around 1400hrs Friday, ready for scrutineering, noise and signing on. Very heavy rain welcomed us
which made conditions awful for the next day. Saturday, stage
1. ―5-4-3-2-1-GO! Into square left‖ before we had even made it
round the first corner we spun and was facing the wrong direction. Not a great start but a fun one! The rest of the stage
was very slippy in places but great fun, and loved the whole
day. However on the second stage, ―5-4-3-2-1-GO! Into
square left‖ before we had made it round the corner we had
spun again, and the same thing happened on stage 3, at
12mph!! We put it down to our area in the service area, we
were servicing in the over flow service area, where there was
standing water and very silty mud, we assumed that this material was still on our tyres when going into the stages, making
the stage feel as though we were driving on ice.
After day 1, from seeded number 82 we had climbed to 68th.
Starting day 2 we were feeling a little more confident knowing
the reason of our mistakes from day 1. Day 2 didn‘t go without
its problems however. Coming down a straight which has a bit
of a jump half way down, we went over the jump as the back
end landed Chris started braking and sent us into a very fast
spin. We weren‘t sure where we were going to end up,
whether it‘d be a caravan, fence panels, rubbish bins or the 3
photographers that were stood there a second ago. Amazingly the tyres seemed to have gained the best grip they
had all weekend and we stopped almost immediately. We had done just over a full 180 degrees spin, and was facing
rally traffic. The photographers slowly re-appeared and re-grouped.
Stage 8 was the next stage where we had our next big spin, coming into a 45L, we entered the corner perfectly but
the back end decided that it didn‘t want to go round, the back end started to step out, so Chris corrected it we were
then thrown in the opposite direction spinning 90 degrees to the right and onto the very wet and muddy grass, we slid
along the grass a little until we got stuck. Chris put into reverse, and the wheels started spinning, I undid my harness
ready to get out and push until the tyres decided to get some grip and we were then back onto the stage.
The rest of the day went without fault and were starting to post some faster times, the whole weekend was great, with
a great atmosphere and I will definitely be back next year! Our next event will be Rally of The Midlands on 22nd23rdJune and we are currently looking for sponsorship. There is plenty of room on the car and BTRDA is planned for
2013. Any more information needed please contact me on tomwoody4@hotmail.co.uk or visit the ―prorallye team‖
Facebook page.
Tom Woodburn

WILPSHIRE driver Matt Griffin claimed
a class victory in his first event of 2012 at the
Wyedean Forest Rally. The 21-year-old was
first in the BTRDA N3 class at the Gloucestershire event at the weekend after switching to a
Ford Fiesta SF for this year. The car was again
prepared by RallySchool and Griffin, who last
year won the junior section of the MSA English
Rally Cham-pionship and the 1400L class in the
BTRDA Championship, finished 77th overall at
the Wyedean Forest Rally alongside new codriver Chris Spilstead.
Freezing conditions made driving hazardous but
Griffin said: ―It‘s a great start to our BTRDA
Championship. ―The conditions on the Wyedean
meant it was more important to finish rather than
go fast and bin the car.‖ Finances could mean
Griffin misses the next round of the BTRDA series
next month, but he is due to return at the Somerset Stages Rally on April 21. (Lancashire Telegraph)
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Jari-Matti Latvala clinches Rally Sweden victory, as he made amends for his Monte Carlo
calamity with a superb drive on the snow.
It's was good news for the Ford drivers on the first
morning, with plenty of snow and ice lighting up the
Swedish stages, but it was a mixed morning for the
Citroen drivers. Sebastien Loeb spun on the second
stage of the day, Sagen, meaning that he was not
able to make any significant progress up the leaderboard. His team mate Mikko
Hirvonen held onto second, but he was been steadily beaten by Jari-Matti Latvala over the first two stages. However, Hirvonen was not giving up on the prospect of a third successive Swedish victory. The Finn struggled with stud retention
in his tyres, but some set-up changes meant that he was much happier with the
Citroen DS3 WRC on day two.
The MINI drivers on Rally Sweden encountered mixed fortunes during the second day. Patrik Sandell - the leading local driver - had a good run through the
15th stage, Vargasen, but MINI Portugal drivers Paulo Nobre and Armindo
Araujo both hit problems. Nobre - the only Brazilian driver to compete regularly
on the FIA World Rally Championship powered by Nokia - went off the road
while running first in the order. The team has said that he may rejoin the event,
once it has had a chance to inspect the damage. His team-mate Araujo, who
started the day 14th, picked up a 70-second penalty for leaving service late at
lunchtime following an exhaust manifold change. His problems were compounded by a loss of power, which caused him to push too hard and spin. He
then deliberately went off the road a second time to avoid holding up Sandell behind him, losing just over a minute and a half in total. Stage 16 of Rally Sweden
was a spectacular one for factory Ford duo Jari-Matti Latvala and Petter Solberg,
as first and second fastest times saw them pull away from their rivals for the lead
and final podium spot respectively. Latvala's outright lead advantage over Citroen rival Mikko Hirvonen was up to 23.6 seconds. Hirvonen still hoped he could
strike back on the next stage, having conserved tyres on Sagen, but Latvala
reckoned a flat-out push on Sagen was the better option. Fourth-placed Mads
Ostberg (Adapta Ford) also said he was taking it easy on his tyres through
Sagen, but falling 14.2s behind Solberg in the podium fight also seemed to be
due to the former champion's increasing confidence in the Ford Fiesta RS WRC.
Sebastien Loeb was third quickest behind the two works Fords on the stage, allowing him to move past Henning Solberg's Go Fast Energy Ford for sixth. Now
Loeb's Citroen is 40.6s behind fifth-placed Evgeny Novikov's M-Sport Ford, but
Solberg has vowed to try and take the fight back to the world champion and reclaim his top six spot. Mikko Hirvonen's decision to save tyre grip for the relatively long Fredriksberg stage appeared to pay off as the Citroen went fastest on
stage 17 - but with Jari-Matti Latvala only 2.7 seconds slower, the Ford still held
a 21.1s lead. Latvala felt it was better to push harder earlier in the afternoon and
build a gap, a decision he felt had been justified as he surveyed the stage 17
times. Hirvonen said he used everything his tyres had left as he took the stage
win. Mads Ostberg was third fastest behind the two leaders and narrowed the
gap to third-placed Petter Solberg to 10.6s - but rued an opportunity to gain more
time, having saved his tyres only to encounter an electrical glitch. Also suffering
on stage 17 was Sebastien Loeb, who lost a few seconds to tyre damage now
sharing sixth place with Henning Solberg. That also gave Evgeny Novikov some
encouragement in his efforts to stay out of Loeb's reach in fifth place. The MSport Ford driver was fourth quickest and said he was going flat-out to make it
hard for Loeb to chase him down. Further down the top 10, eighth-placed Patrik
Sandell was just 1.7s in front of Martin Prokop after losing half a minute when he
realised he had left protective material on his MINI that should have been removed prior to the stage - sending engine temperatures soaring.
The Ford team leader pulled clear of a close-fought early lead battle in which
Mads Ostberg, Petter Solberg, Sebastien Loeb and Mikko Hirvonen all featured,
and for most of the weekend was in a straight head to head with his former team
-mate Hirvonen. Latvala eventually managed to build a cushion over the Citroen,
and had big enough lead that even a puncture three stages from the end today
did not cost him the lead. Hirvonen claimed second, with Ostberg third after a
late puncture dropped Solberg to fourth. A trip off the road, a spin and a puncture
conspired to leave Loeb back in sixth behind the impressive Evgeny Novikov.

Towncross Engineering
South Downs Stages
Saturday 11th February 2012 at Goodwood Circuit
A COLD BUT STEAMY DAY ON THE SOUTH DOWNS
On the 11th February 2012 me and Andy Komosa did the Towncross
Engineering South Downs Stages organised by Southsea Motor
Club and Bognor Regis Motor Club at Goodwood Motor Racing Circuit in West Sussex near Chichester in Andys Subaru Impeza Sti.
Me driving and Andy navigating. An event we had also done and
thoroughly enjoyed in 2011 so it was a return visit for us. Goodwood
Circuit is steeped in history being the scene of Stirling Moss‘s famous accident which ended his career in 1962 and Bruce McLarens
fatal accident while testing some years later. The circuit is very
smooth and fast and still very regularly used for historic racing,
sprints, 2 rallies a year and track days as well as part of the famous
Festival of Speed and Revival Meeting etc. I was told there is something on every week there. There are a number of statues around
the paddock area including Douglas Bader the famous World War 2
pilot who flew his last combat sortie in 1942 from Goodwood and
Mike Hawthorn the 1958 first British Formula One World Champion.
The circuit is built round the outside of Goodwood Airfield which is a
former RAF airfield but now in Lord March‘s ownership and the
home of the Goodwood Flying Club and Flying School and several
private planes and helicopters were taking off and landing throughout the day as well as the rally.
I drove down from Lancashire the day before and stayed at Andys
house which is about 1 hour drive from Goodwood. An early 5.30
am start to Goodwood with snow and ice on the roads and the temperature down at minus 11 degrees on the thermometer I was wondering what conditions would be like at Goodwood. I had brought
down with me 4 snow tyres just in case but not needed. Unloaded
the car off the trailer with no problems but the bitter cold with the
temperature still well into the minus and loads of rally cars with jump
leads on trying to start them and being towed around the car park
being bump started with service vans. Passed Scrutineering no
problem and the noise check and it was off to the Jackie Stewart Pavilion to join the queue to sign on. 40 stage
miles over 10 stages with the last 2 stages in the dark was the plan for the day. Some single lappers some double
lappers and some off circuit roads giving a bit of variety.
A good top 10 with Group 4 Escorts the order of the day Car 1 last years winner Paul Diamond / Steve Cox in the
Diamonds of Aylesbury Duratec engined Escort Mark 2 sporting yet another new colour scheme. At Car 2 another
former winner from Cornwall Adrian Brown/ Chris Jarman in the Mark 1 Escort. At Car 3 in the giantkilling Ford Fiesta of Dominic Worsfold/ Steve Chapman who had been burning the midnight oil repairing the car after a crash on
the Brands Hatch Stages 2 weeks earlier. At Car 4 and the event sponsor Paul King / Alicia Miles in the always immaculate Escort Mk 2. Car 5 the Corsa Maxi of Richard Upton/ Roland Atkins. Car 6 the eventual winner on his 3 rd
event after a 20 year lay off from rallying Mark Spencer/ Geoff Skillen in the Vauxhall red top engined Escort Mk 2.
Car 7 former 1980s Motoring News Road Rally Championship regular and former British Hillclimb Champion Roger
Moran / Joy Hoyle Millington Diamond engined immaculate silver Escort Mk 2. We were at Car 22 in the Subaru
which had just had a new ECU, engine loom, new engine sensors and a rolling road set up so we were looking forward to a good run and enjoyable day. It was not to be! Stage 1 with temperatures still in the minus we were warned
of ice on the track on the appropriately named Fordwater bend. On the first lap we had a 360 spin coming in to a
double chicane luckily missing the wooden pallets and scattering loads of cones everywhere leaving the marshals to
tidy up after us! But just after the merge and after a few pops bangs and backfires the engine let go with clouds of
smoke and steam and we coasted to a halt, suspect head gasket gone. So after a 270 mile trip down the rally lasted
3. 5 miles of stage 1. With the stage layout and where we had broken down we couldn‘t recover the car until after
stage 5.
The battle for the lead of the rally was very close with some very quick driving from the top boys. Adrian Brown led
by a few seconds from Mark Spencer until Stage 5 when he spun at the woodcote chicane and lost 30 secs when
the engine wouldn‘t immediately restart and blocking the stage for the next car. Mark Spencer took over the lead and
held it to the finish winning another good well organised event at Goodwood. The event only accepts 50 entries and
was full within a few weeks of the regs being released, a few crews cried off due to the heavy snow and ice in the
week leading up to the event but need not have worried as on the day apart from a few ice patches which were
warned the circuit was clear on the day. Hope we will be back. Hope it‘s a bit warmer!
John Gorton

The Barrow Taxi Column

aka Mr Paul Brereton

Finally my mark 1 Escort is finished. We were entered in the Croft Historic
Rally for its first outing. One last trip down to Larton Engineering in Morecame
where Andy sorted out the lumpy running and ran it up on the rolling road
again. The car came back in fine fettle and ready to go. Then the Croft Historic
was cancelled. I had put in an entry for the Ryemoor with Graham Foxcroft
which we plan to do in the Peugeot. In the meantime I went to Morecambe car
club dinner with Jeff and Carol Almond which was a great evening, unfortunately I had no silverware to collect this year because I obviously never tried
hard enough last year !! I had not booked for KLMC dinner because it would
have clashed with the Croft but I could have gone due to the cancellation but I
was very busy at work and actually forgot to book (dementia rolls on) Anyway
as a pleasant diversion Foxy and I put in an entry for an EVMC 12 car for last
night 18th Feb organised by Jerry Hettrick and starting up near Wigton. I had planned to take the car on the trailer
and leave trailer at the finish, Sportsmans Inn on the A66 but at the 11th hour I decided to drive the car up. Big mistake. Jerry put on a cracking event and found some amazing roads on sheet 90, not a map we are very familiar with
but up to TC7 we were doing great. We had dropped 2 minutes but we were able to make it up TC6 to 7 so there
we were back on time. Now I must say at this point how much we are all indebted to rally marshals who brave everything the British climate has to throw at them and believe me last night northern England was like a deep freeze
with a very icy wind that blast chilled you to the marrow. It therefore followed that the roads were becoming frozen
but the intrepid Breezy and Foxy were on song and nothing was going to hold this silly old git back. Wrong again.
Foxy was plotting and had left me to my own devices. Big mistake number 2. eased up through a small hamlet on
dipped lights then hit the loud pedal again gentle left hander accelerating dip downhill then 50 meters downhill into
very tight right hander but carrying way too much speed so tap the brakes and then the sudden realisation that water and freezing temperatures are a definite hinderance to the braking process. Suddenly I was faced with a dilemma, do I have a bash at getting round said corner and risk a rather major disaster or do I attempt to lose speed
and collect and take out the wooden 5 bar gate directly in front of us. So 5 bar gate it was then. Well it went down
remarkably easily but it led into a disused and overgrown lane which was steep downhill and although little Pug was
still running, there was no traction whatever. So we ventured out to have a look at
SEASON TICKET
what damage there was. The gate had obviously only been propped up so it just took
out the spotlights (lenses were not broken, very strong Cibies you know, I have done
FOR SALE
this before and not broken the glass) The casings are somewhat distorted and will
Regrettably I am going to
need some tender attention with my little toffee hammer. I rang Jerry and he dishave to sell my East Enpatched a guy with a 4x4 to assist us but then a Land Rover turned up and stopped. I
closure ticket this year.
expected a tirade of abuse so I approached the guy tentatively. ― Look I‘m really sorry
My wife does not like the
but I have knocked your gate down but I will happily pay for it and I could do with a tow person that sits beside
out‖ ―Oh it‘s not my gate‖ he replied. ― I‘ll get the farmer down there to come and pull
me. The ticket will be sold
you out‖ as neither of us had a rope. I really wasn‘t looking forward to meeting the
to the highest bidder.
farmer as one never knows the reaction one will elicit. Anyway a few minutes later the
I have attached a picture
tractor came up the hill followed by the 4x4 Jerry had sent. I was again very apologetic (below) of the view from
to the farmer and offered to pay for the damages. He said that the gate was not his
these great seats. Send
either and he didn‘t know how I could pay for damages because the woman who owns your bid to the email adit lives in Asia somewhere. The tractor made very light work of getting us out and I
dress above. Cash only.
then asked what I owed him for pulling me out ― No, I don‘t want anything it‘s no probGod, I am going to miss
lem‖ So in the finish I had to force a tenner on him insisting I should at least buy him a
going to the games this
drink. On examination of the gate we decided that it could be propped back up and the year!
farmer then said ―Well that‘s fine, we haven‘t seen anything‖ So we parted company
Current Bid= £12,899
with two very amiable farmers and with the guy in the 4x4 kindly offering to follow us to
the finish. The car had suffered a broken bottom arm so the n/s tyre was up against
the bodywork and taking corners was a very scary experience but we managed to get
the three miles to the finish at around 20 mph. About 4 years ago I rolled a Pug on the
countdown in a forest. At the finish last night a guy came over and said ―The last time I
saw you. You had rolled in a forest‖ I said ―Well I really don‘t want to ever see you
again‖ The man was obviously a jinx !! I must say that everyone up there was marvellous and although some of the guys are old friends those who we do not know were
very welcoming to us and I can recommend joining as many motor clubs as you can
afford. They all need support in these hard times and it is sad to see some clubs struggling. My old pal Tony Harrison was there and he put my car on his recovery truck. I
rang Paddy, our garage manager and he came out with a trailer so we met at junction
36 with Tony, Paul Taylor and Tonys son Ayrton heading off to High Bentham and us
off back to Barrow. A thoroughly enjoyable night with a great route put on by Jerry and
finally I don‘t know his surname but I think he is called Joe. A 13 year old navigator
with his dad as overall winners. Oh boy, has that lad got a future in the sport. TTFN.

Paul Brereton (Lancaster MC)

Mo‟s Mutterings (or - Grumpy Old Git gets on his Soap Box)
There I was driving down the M61 listening to the Jeremy Vine show and he comes up with
some ‗Factoids‘. Apparently it costs, on average, £218,000 to raise a child to the age of 21.
This is some 9% higher than it was ten years ago. Ten years ago my youngest daughter
turned 21. I have three children – so up to 10 years ago I must have spent somewhere in the
region of £600k raising them. This sum does not include the ‗extras‘ after that I incurred after
they turned 21. These extras include Interest Free Loans (that never seem to be repaid), help
with money for houses and cars, Free ‗Dad Taxi‘ to airports for holidays, Free Childcare for grandchildren and I
could go on and on. I recon I must have ‗wasted‘ over £1m on these three who still seem to think, despite their ages,
that I have access to a money tree in the back garden. Think of the fun I could have had rallying with that amount of
cash !!!!!
I was at Clitheroe & DMCs January meeting to listen to Daniel Barritt tell us all his tales from the Junior WRC. Whilst
we were waiting for Mr. Harper to arrive to interview Daniel I got chatting to Dave Barritt (Daniels Dad). Dave reminded me of the parties we had at my house when I lived in Burnley and we were both members of Springhill MSC.
Those were the days when I seemed able to burn the candle at both end, work all day and rally all night and still
have energy to spare – nowadays I struggle to light a match.
Paul Buckel kindly replied to my gripe about P&B Navigation Rallies. Paul is correct P&B is not ‗All that is wrong with
Road Rallying‘ but many of the crews who enter this format are not fully prepared. They may have been given a
quick tutorial by someone who has more experience but have no real concept of the difficulties this format produces
on the night. The other problem and Paul does mention it in his reply is drivers - they expect the poor navigator to
have the same abilities of the top lads and even though Paul gives excellent advice to slow down and make sure
you have it correct before cracking on - in the real world they crack on and make matters worse.
I have found that, even though I am no stranger to tulips, spot heights and herringbones etc etc, part of the problem
is getting into the head of the CofC. Every event does it differently, each CofC has a different approach. When you
have done an event once - it then becomes easier the next time round (or at least I hope so).
One of the reasons for starting the Inter-Club Table Top Challenge was to give (Drivers & Navigators) both Novice
and Expert crews the experience without the cost of a full Road Rally. If drivers can take part with their Navigators in
this series of table top rallies we might get a little more understanding of the trials and tribulations of the poor old
navigator. The CofC of these Table Tops will change and that should also help the newcomer gain valuable experience. Practice makes perfect or in my case Practice makes even more practice necessary.

On page 6 there is brief details of two events that Lancaster MC have been asked to help with.
1.

Myerscough College Open Day and Country Fair - Last year I was part of the team that organised an Autotest at the Open Day on the Car Park of the Stumble Inn. I have been asked (as you can see
from the letter on page 6) to do it again only bigger & better. My meeting with Steve is not until after Spotlight
is Published - so details of exactly what we will do to make it ‗bigger & better‘ are not yet available BUT if other
SD34MSG clubs wish to get involved - It is an excellent opportunity to put your club and motorsport in general
in front of a very large audience - More details next Month
If you can help - by entering the Autotest, Marshalling, Showing your car or helping promote your club to the
hoards who come to watch - then entry is free - last year we took it in turns and were able to get round most of
the other parts of the show.
The only bad news is that the Garstang & Preston Memorial Rally is running on the 9th & 10th of June.
I am hoping to be out on this event - So will probably need matchsticks to keep the eyelids open

2.

Pirelli Rally 27th/28th April
We are going to be running the start area in the City Centre
from around 3-30 to 8-00pm. Need to all meet up by 3-00pm
All help from any one interested will be gratefully received.
Again - More Details next Month

For information or to volunteer to help on either of the two events.

Please Contact Maurice Ellison
01524-735488 or 07788-723721
Or email SD34News@gmail.com
The Malcolm Wilson Rally is coming up on the
3rd March and as last year we are running the
Comb stage which will be run as stage 2. I believe the format
will be the same as last year. I am putting out this request for marshals to come forward from motor clubs.
Please contact me to volunteer your support to marshal.
Stephen Bethwaite – Stage Commander 07746-862181

Zack‟s on the Right Track!

By Phil James

Oswaldtwistle teenager Zack Leigh had a weekend to remember when he competed in not one, but two, motorsport events
in as many days just a week after celebrating his fourteenth
birthday. Zack, a student at Accrington‘s St Christopher‘s High
School, has been a member of both the Under 17 Motor Club
and Accrington Motor Sports Club for the past two years. During that time he has learnt all manner of motorsport skills including marshalling and time keeping and has even completed
the marshals fire-fighting course. His ultimate aim has always
been to compete as a driver but with Motor Sport Association
regulations only allowing those aged fourteen and over to take
hold of the wheel he‘s had to bide his time, until now! Zack‘s
competition debut came as part of a weekend of young driver
training incorporating a Production Car Autotest (PCA) held at the Blackburn-with Darwen M65 Services in which he
finished a highly commendable seventh overall. Prior to his competition debut Zack completed the Blackburn-withDarwen Casualty Reduction Team pre-driver course in preparation for his big day. Go Motorsport North West Regional Development Officer Steve Johnson who organised the event said ―To see Zack‘s achievements and improvement in his driving in such a short space of time is nothing short of phenomenal. It shows that when young
people are given concise instructions and they want to do it themselves it‘s amazing how quickly they learn.‖
Footnote: Under-16s can obtain their first Non-race National B Competition Licence from the MSA free of charge –
a saving of £41.00.

Pirelli TEG Sport Team Ready For 2012 Season
Former MSA British Rally Champions TEG Sport kick
off their 2012 campaign with drivers Jukka Korhonen
and Arron Newby spearheading the challenge starting
with this forthcoming weekends Rallye Sunseeker.
27-year-old Finn Korhonen won last year's Pirelli UK Star
Driver award and will be joined by 17-year-old Briton Newby in
the Carnforth-based team's Pirelli-backed Skoda Fabia R2s for
the six-round British Rally Championship. Korhonen is the first
driver from outside the British Isles to win the Pirelli Star Driver
prize and joins ex Pirelli TEG Sport drivers Adam Gould, Keith
Cronin and Elfyn Evans on the roll of honour whereas Newby,
son of TEG Sport proprietors Stuart and Lynn, will tackle the
series following a successful season claiming fifth place in the
2011 Kick Energy Pirelli Formula 1000 Junior Rally Championship.
Newby, who will be co driven by regular Robert Wiseman Dairies competitor Julian Wilkinson in their cow-liveried car, contested his first gravel event only last weekend whereby he
claimed a class award on the Procters Coaches Riponian Rally
and also had a successful test earlier this week. Korhonen,
from Siikajarvi, will be co driven by his namesake Mikael in the
170bhp, 1600cc car which will run with the striking black and
yellow Pirelli livery.
Jukka Korhonen: "I'm very grateful to Pirelli and TEG Sport
for this fantastic opportunity and I fully intend to make the
most of it. I really enjoyed my first taste of the Skoda Fabia
R2 during the shoot-out and I think that we can fight for overall wins with
this car. Coming to compete in Britain with Pirelli is one of my dreams
and I am so happy to have achieved it."
Arron Newby: "Naturally, I'm a little bit apprehensive about making the big
step up to the British Championship but excited at the same time to be
given such an amazing opportunity. We are treating this as a two year project with this year being one for learning and then hopefully pushing for
some good results in 2013. I'm grateful to all of my sponsors, especially
Robert Wiseman Dairies for their faith in me and hope to repay them over the next two seasons."
Stuart Newby: "This year is going to be exciting for us as a team as it's the first time we
have the opportunity to work with a flying Finn and I also have my son competing for the
first time as well. We are looking forward to getting the season started and hopefully we
can start the season well on Rallye Sunseeker this weekend."

Fixtures & Permits 2012

Howard Lapsley, 1940-2012
The MSA is saddened to report the
death of long-time MSA stalwart
and former MSA Board and Motor
Sports Council member
Howard Lapsley (pictured left on his
retirement from the Board).
Howard was still a member of the
Judicial Advisory Panel, on which
he had served since 1985 – a total
of 26 years. He had also served as
Chairman of the Race Committee
from 1994 to ‘97, and as Chairman
of MSC Tribunals from 2000 to ‘03.
He was an FIA International Steward, an MSA Prosecutor in the International Court, and an active
member of Oxford Motor Club. He
became an MSA Steward while the
governing body was still based in
Belgrave Square, later sitting on the
panel that reviewed prospective
Stewards and taking part in the annual Stewards and Clerks of the
Course seminars.
In 2009 he received an MSA Lifetime Achievement Award ―in recognition of his unique contribution to
British motor sport and his valued
work in the establishment and implementation of the judicial processes.‖
The MSA sends its condolences to
Howard‘s family and friends.

2012 Forestry Commission
fees confirmed
The MSA has confirmed the fees
that will be charged for providing
access to the Forestry Estate for
MSA-permitted events in 2012. Following a three-year extension of the
Master Agreement, prices have increased in line with the Retail Price
Index (RPI) at 5.4%. To view the
2012 fees, visit: http://
www.msauk.org/site/cms newsarticle.asp?chapter=210&nid=1464

The MSA Competition and Clubs Department wishes to remind clubs that
events must be listed on the MSA Fixture list, in compliance with General
Regulation (D)3.1. Fixtures must be
submitted singularly, online, a minimum
of two months prior to the event. Those
who are unsure of their club login details should e-mail
james.tattersall@msauk.org so that
they can be reset. It is kindly requested
that clubs apply for Permits as soon as
possible, especially for events requiring
the appointment of an MSA Steward.
Permits can be applied for online, and
draft Supplementary Regulations uploaded in PDF file format.
Clubs should also ensure that if they
feature the MSA logo on their websites
they use the correct version. Clubs can
additionally link from their website to an
electronic version of MSA magazine
using the following link: http://
www.msauk.org/ site/cms/
contentCategoryView.aspcategory=607
The magazine image that appears
prominently on the MSA homepage
can also be copied and used on club
websites.

Timing Equipment
Classification and Certification
Following the retirement of Brian
Snape, the MSA has appointed Turner
Timing‘s Russell Smith as a new member of the MSA Test Panel (G29.12.5).
Russell is approved to certify
Rally and E/B timing equipment, and
can be contacted at
R Smith, Turner Timing, Unit 10/11
Halliwell Business Park,
Rossini Street, Bolton, BL1 8DL. Tel:
07584 936415. Email:
russ@turnertiming.co.uk

Myra Huddlestone, 1946-2011
The MSA sends its condolences to the
family and friends of rallying stalwart
Myra Huddlestone, who passed away
recently. Myra‘s was a familiar voice
over forest radios, and along with her
husband Chris – currently the MSAappointed Forestry Liaison Officer
(FLO) for North West England – she
was involved in regional organisation
for the Lake District and Lombard RAC
rallies.

PC Autotests record strong growth
The number of people taking part in
Production Car Autotests rose by 35
per cent in 2011, thanks to a 16 per
cent increase in the number of
events. ―Being cheap and widely
available, Production Car Autotests
are the best way into the discipline
for people as young as 14, so it‘s
encouraging to see this area show
strong growth last year,‖ said
Autotest Committee Chairman Mike
Sones. Simeon Fry, 16, recently took
part in his first PC Autotest, organised by the Under 17 Motor Club
Northwest (pictured above). ―I had a
lot of fun and would like to come
backsoon and have another go,‖ he
said. ―I think the experience provides
vital knowledge that all people
should know about the car before
driving on the road. If you learn to
control the car ready for when you
start learning to drive, not only do
you save money on lessons but you
could also reduce the crash statistics
of new drivers because they will
have experienced emergency manoeuvres in a controlled environment. I am currently completing my
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award
and have been told I can use experiences like this towards the skill section of my award.‖

Marshals and radio crews
needed for Mid Wales Stages
Newtown & District Automobile Club
is looking for marshals and radio
crews to cover the Mid Wales Stages
rally on Sunday 4 March. The event
uses stages such as Sweet Lamb,
Myherin, Hafren and Pikes Peak,
and is part of six championships including the MSA British Historic Rally
Championship. Those interested
should contact Chief Marshal Alan
Yapp on 07776 223 265 or Gary
Mitchell via
gary@cwmharryfood.co.uk.

MSA on the road

MSA announces insurance cover increase

The governing body was delighted to
attend a number of UK club, association
and championship awards ceremonies
over the last few weeks. MSA General
Secretary Rob Jones was on hand to
present silverware at the Association of
Northern Ireland Car Clubs (ANICC)
awards evening in January, and was
joined a few weeks later by MSA Race,
Speed & Kart Executive Cheryl Lynch at
the BRSCC‘s ceremony. Lynch also visited the British Rallycross awards function, and Jones will this weekend head
to the Association of North West Car
Clubs (ANWCC) awards in Wilmslow.
Meanwhile MSA Director of Development and Communications Ben Taylor
attended the BTRDA prize giving ceremony at the National Motorcycle Museum at the end of January.

The insurance cover offered by the Motor Sports Association‘s master policy has been increased with effect from 1 January 2012.

Brunel opens new
Motorsport Centre
MSA Technical Administrator Joe
Hickerton attended the opening of
Brunel University‘s new Motorsport
Centre last month.
Brunel Motorsport was established
over 10 years ago, and the university
was among the first in the UK to
enter Formula Student, a motor sport
engineering competition run by the Institution of Mechanical Engineers
(IMechE). Hickerton, who graduated
from Brunel‘s Motorsport Engineering
degree course in 2006, said: ―I was delighted to be invited back to my old university for the
opening of this fantastic new facility,
which houses its Formula Student cars
and other motor sport engineering projects. I‘m sure it will enhance the university‘s engineering courses yet further.‖

The Motor Sports Association (MSA) is
recognised as the sole motor sport governing body for the United Kingdom by
the world governing body, the Federation Internationale de L'Automobile
(FIA).

Public Liability
In line with a general increase in awards made by courts and
the legal costs incurred by claims, the MSA’ s Public Liability
cover for all events held under an MSA permit (or a Certificate
of Exemption) has been increased from £30m to £40m for any
one incident or accident.

Personal Accident
Additional Personal Accident benefits – superseding those
published in the 2012 MSA Competitors‘ & Officials‘ Yearbook
– have been amended as follows:

Officials ONLY
Temporary total disablement
Up to a maximum of £2,000 expenses necessarily incurred
following any one accident, for those not in regular
employment.
[Note: the previous cover had been limited to loss of earnings
which offers no benefit to those not in employment]
Broken bone
Spine / skull / neck – £1,000
Elbow / arm / wrist – £400
Hip / pelvis / leg / ankle / feet – £400
All other bones, per fracture – £100
[Note: previous cover was limited to £200 for broken arm or leg, and £50
for all other bones]
Medical expenses following an accident, including repatriation
to normal country of residence
Capped at £25,000.
[Note: this benefit has been introduced to cover medical expenses incurred during MSA-authorised activity outside of England, Scotland,
Wales or Northern Ireland]

Competitors ONLY
Broken bone
Spine / skull / neck – £500
Elbow / arm / wrist – £200
Hip / pelvis / leg / ankle / feet – £200
All other bones, per fracture – £50
[Note: previous cover was limited to £200 for broken arm or leg, and £50
for all other bones]
―We have a responsibility to monitor the cover that is offered by the MSA‘s
Master Policy to ensure that it keeps pace with the today‘s requirements,‖
said MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton. ―This is especially true of the cover
that we provide for our member clubs and volunteer officials, without
whom the sport could not take place. The MSA is committed to providing
every possible assistance for clubs and volunteers as we look to grow the
sport further and attract more people to getinvolved.‖
The MSA would like to remind competitors and officials that every claim is
considered on an individual basis and it can never be guaranteed that
benefits will be paid. Therefore, accidents that may lead to a claim on
these policies must be reported to the MSA as soon as possible and expenses
should not be incurred on the assumption that they will be reimbursed.
The MSA further reminds its members that Personal Accident benefits are
only relevant to issues at MSA-authorised events, although Officials are
also covered on direct journeys to and from such events. Additional Personal Accident cover, including repatriation, can be purchased by competitors on top of the MSA policy, further details can be found at
www.jltsport.com.
Full details of the MSA‘s insurance cover can be found in Appendix 2 of
the MSA Competitors‘ & Officials‘ Yearbook (the ‗Blue Book‘) which is also
available online at http://www. msauk.org/site/cms/
contentCategoryView.asp?category=609

MSA Academy gathers young drivers at Silverstone
An incredible collection of the most talented young British
race, rally and kart drivers attended the Porsche Performance Centre at Silverstone earlier this month, as the
MSA brought together the entire membership of its groundbreaking MSA Academy for the first time.
During the event, Academy members benefitted from sessions with MSA Performance Director Robert Reid and National Race Coach David Brabham to explore what it takes
to make it to the top of the sport, while eminent sports psychologist Dave Collins provided an introduction to unlocking the potential within an athlete. Further activities encouraged the drivers to consider how to work effectively as part
of a team, and there was also an introduction to antidoping. ―I first met with MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton
back in 2004 to get the MSA to understand the importance
of developing British talent,‖ said Reid. ―We launched the
Rally Elite programme the following year, Race Elite after
that and brought those two schemes together as Team UK
a couple of years ago. In the meantime, we‘ve also started
other initiatives further down the age range with the Advanced Apprenticeship, the Performance Master Classes
and this year a new Development Squad to complete the
pathway available to young drivers.
―Thanks to the efforts of all those involved, the MSA Academy is bringing to motor sport an approach to talent development that is taken for granted by most other
sports. It is not simply about teaching drivers they have to
be fit and hydrated, or how to deal with the media; it‘s
about exploring the various parameters of human
performance that can have a fundamental impact on their
ultimate performance as international sports people. ‖The
Academy event will be featured in the summer edition of
MSA magazine.

MSA Academy drivers get advice
fromF1 star Webber
Some of the young drivers enrolled on the MSA‘s Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence (AASE)
programme enjoyed a rare opportunity to quiz an F1
star when they attended Get Race Fit with Mark Webber and Porsche Human Performance at Silverstone.
Eleven recent graduates of the MSA‘s Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence (AASE) took part
in the event, which comprised yoga and race fitness
classes and a Q&A session with seven-time grand prix
winner Webber.
Development Squad member James Peace said: ―I
asked Mark how he prepared mentally and physically
for a qualifying session to extract the best out of himself and the car when the pressure is at its highest.
Mark answered my question with 100 per cent honesty
and the words of advice he told me will stay with me
throughout my racing career. The whole day was very
educational and has given me a look at how important
all aspects of fitness really are and has given me a
more serious outlook on it.‖
Image: (left to right) National Rally Coach James Wozencroft, David Wagner, Max Coates, Will Thomas, Zoe
Wenham, Josh Webster, Mark Webber, Aaron
McClure, Jody Fannin, Ashley Dibden, Russell Danzey, Chris McCarthy, James Peace.

Applications open for MSA Academy
junior codriver programme
The MSA is inviting young British codrivers to apply for a limited number
of places on the new MSA Academy Junior Co-driver programme.
Nicky Grist, the former World Rally Championship co-driver best known for
his successful partnership with the late Colin McRae, was brought into the
MSA Academy fold in 2011 to oversee the development of co-drivers on
the Team UK national squad. In an addition to that programme, he will this
year mentor a further group of promising navigators, who will be selected
following an open application process. ―Our aim is to develop a junior
group of navigators who will then be well placed to progress up to Team UK when the current national squad codrivers graduate from the programme,‖ said Grist. ―They will have a number of training sessions with me throughout
the year, and of course I‘ll be at the end of the phone if ever they need any advice during the coming season.‖ Applicants should be aged 21 or under on 1 January 2012 and should ideally: • Hold a minimum of a National ―A‖ licence • Have completed a season in a national championship • Have competed on both a national forest and tarmac
event • Have a confirmed season competing in a national championship for 2012 Those interested should request
an application form from MSA Academy Co-Ordinator Greg Symes via greg. symes@msauk.org. Applications close
on 29 February 2012.

Technical/Regulations
Tyres for use in competition that incorporates the Public Highway
There are a number of motor sport activities that take place either totally or partially on the
public highway. There are also times when, while the competition takes place off the public highway, there is a regulatory requirement for cars to ―comply with Construction & Use
Regulations‖, i.e. be ‗road legal‘.
The question of which tyres are acceptable for use on the Public Highway under Construction & Use and/or the Road
Traffic Act is currently attracting a lot of interest and debate. The base line references are The Road Vehicles
(Construction & Use)

Regulations 1986 and the Motor Vehicle Tyres (Safety) Regulations 1994.
To summarise:
The legal requirement for tyres used on the Public Highway is that they be ―fit for use‖ and that minimum tread
depth requirements are met. ―Fit for use‖ includes – but is not limited to – being of a size and speed rating
appropriate to the vehicle to which they are fitted.
While there is no legal requirement for tyres used on the public highway to be ‗E‘ marked, it is illegal in the UK
For anybody in the trade to sell tyres for use on the Public Highway that are not ‗E‘ marked unless they are
remoulds, which are required to be marked and constructed in accordance with BSAU144e.
• Tyres marked ―For Competition Use‖ need not be ‗E‘ marked but this does not necessarily mean that such
tyres are road legal or would be deemed to be ―fit for use‖. Whether or not a tyre marked ―For Competition Use‖
or ―For Competition Use Only‖ would be considered fit for purpose is something for a court to establish.
• Tyres that are not ‗E‘ marked can be sold in the UK provided that the supplier is satisfied that they are not
intended for use on the public highway.
While a UK trader cannot sell non ‗E‘ marked tyres for public highway use there are no restrictions on an
individual purchasing non-‗E‘ marked tyres on the internet from a non-UK company and then using them on the
public highway, provided that they are ―fit for use‖.
For example, a new performance car could arrive in the UK on non-‗E‘ marked tyres and be legally sold and
used on the public highway, subject to the tyres being ―fit for purpose‖. However, when the tyres required
Replacing a tyre distributor in the UK could not legally sell direct replacements and would instead have to sell
‗E‘ marked equivalents.
There is little doubt that a court would not consider tyres marked ―For Racing Purposes‖ or ―For Racing Purposes
Only‖ to be ―fit for purpose‖ on the Public Highway.
Different tyre manufacturers supply tyres with different conditions attached. For example, one tyre manufacturer
advises that ―even DOT approved or ‗E‘ marked competition tyres are designed and compounded for competition
use only and are not intended for highway or road use‖. With such advice it has to be anticipated that a court of
law would deem such tyres to be unfit for use on the public highway. Another manufacturer advises that
―motorsport tyres are especially designed and compounded for competition use‖. Some might argue that if the car
is, for example, being used in a road rally, then such tyres would meet the ―fit for use‖ requirement because they
are being used in competition. However, would the tyres still be fit for use when driving to or from the event?
Ultimately, only a court can decide.
The requirements for tyres are changing, inasmuch as tyres will have to meet wet weather performance and noise
level criteria generated before they can be ‗E‘ marked. This is not yet a requirement, but is not too far away. Compliance with these criteria is to be denoted by specific symbols moulded into the side wall.

The reality is that if tyres meet the tread requirements and are „E‟ marked, there is a substantially
increased chance that they will accepted as being “fit for use” than if they were not „E‟ marked.
Seats in Stage Rally Cars pt.1

Seats in Stage Rally Cars pt.2

The MSA Technical Department wishes to clarify (R)
48.10.6.1. which deals with seat requirements for cars
that were issued with a Competition Car Log Book prior
to 1st January 2009.
The regulation refers to seat mountings specified in (R)
48.10.6. which in turn refers to (K)2.2 and Section K Appendix 2 Drawing number 32. This drawing shows an
individual mounting point and in (K)2.2.1 it details the
minimum size of fastenings and counterplates etc.
Rather than having four individual brackets,
most seats have a single long bracket on each side.
This is acceptable as long as the bolts are a minimum of
M8, the bracket surface totals at least twice the minimum for an individual mounting point, and the counterplate for each bolt meets the minimum requirement.

There are a number of seats in use that are homologated to FIA Standard 8855-1992, the first seat standard
produced by the FIA. Under the terms of (R)48.10.6.1
these seats are acceptable for cars with a pre-2009 issued CCLB, subject – as with all seats – to their appearing to be in sound condition for use in competitive motor
sport. The fact that a seat carries an acceptable FIA homologation label is not the sole criteria for that seat being acceptable, and they should be checked for cracks
and broken welds etc. With either a steel or composite
seat the attachment points are high-stress areas, so look
for signs of fatigue at these points. With composite seats
the highstress areas where you are more likely to find
cracking are where the seat pan and backrest intersect,
around harness strap apertures, in the shoulder zones
and in the head side restraints.

30th June
-8th July

National Motorsport
Week 2012 toolkit now available

The MSA has prepared a ‗toolkit‘ to help
clubs and the organisations take full advantage of this year‘s National Motorsport
Week, which runs from 30 June to 8 July.
The toolkit contains National Motorsport
Week logos, UK motor sport industry facts
and statistics, and ideas for events and initiatives to support the campaign and bring
newcomers into the sport. Last year‘s weeklong celebration of the sport featured activities ranging from open days at M-Sport in
Cumbria and fund-raising cycle rides
around Silverstone to a plethora of novice
taster days organised by motor clubs
throughout the country. National Motorsport
Week 2011 also achieved widespread exposure across television, radio, print and
online media. David Coulthard‘s first experiences of grass roots motor sport aired to
more than three million viewers as part of
the BBC‘s coverage of the European GP at
the start of the week. Other national media
to carry dedicated National Motorsport
Week stories included BBC Radio 5 Live,
The Daily Telegraph, The Daily Mirror and
The Sun, as well as specialist publications
Autosport and Autocar. Almost 10,000 enthusiasts entered a series of online competitions to win factory tours at the eight UKbased Formula One teams. These competitions were hosted on the MSA‘s
www.GoMotorsport.net website, which enjoyed a tenfold increase in visitor numbers
during National Motorsport Week.
To view the National Motorsport Week 2012
toolkit, visit www.msauk.org/uploadedfiles/
NMW2012Toolkit.zip

Go Motorsport 2012 to
focus on Club development
As part of the MSA‘s commitment to helping its 750-strong club membership, the Go
Motorsport campaign will this year evolve
to focus much more on helping clubs with
their marketing and promotional efforts. Through the MSA‘s network of nine Regional Development Officers, dedicated assistance will be available for clubs that have demonstrated their commitment to developing their membership.
These ‗Development Clubs‘ will work with the RDOs to instigate local marketing activities, including putting on regular
novice-friendly events to bring new people into the sport. The RDOs will continue to take the motor sport message to
schools and colleges in their regions, but again this will now be done in association with a representative of a local
motor club or motor sport venue. ―In order to maintain a strong sport, we have to help clubs to grow their memberships,‖ said Ben Taylor, MSA Director of Development. ―We recognise that some clubs are better at this than others,
while many are too busy organising events to be able to think about where the next generation is coming from. If we
can provide clubs with additional resource to help them with their recruitment activity, we can start to make a real difference to the growth of the sport. We have already seen some great examples of this in action during last year‘s National Motorsport Week, so now we want to spread the benefit even further.‖
Steve Johnson
Accrington MSC - CSMAClub - F1000RC
www.u17mc-northwest.org.uk
Go Motorsport Regional Development Officer
07919 298799

MSA British Historic Rally Championship: David Stokes & Guy
Weaver, from Dursley in
Gloucestershire and Oaken
MSA British Rally Championship:
David Bogie & Kevin Rae, from
BRC points amendment
Dumfries
The MSA British Rally Championship
MSA British Rally Championship
has been obliged to make an amendTeams Winner: Autosport Techment to its regulations concerning
nology, based at Tonbridge in
stage-based bonus points. (Ref: Press
Kent
release dated 20/01/2012)
MSA British Endurance ChampiThe regulation allowing bonus points to
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Scott, from Lichfield in Staffordtravenes the Motor Sport Association
shire and Telford
regulation 40.1.5 which states: ―There (MSA) crowned the 2011 British
British GT Championship: James
motor sport champions at its
must be no awards for Competitors
Geddie & Glynn Geddie, from
prestigious Night of Champions
who equal or improve upon the time
Abderdeen
schedules for any sections, nor for the ceremony at the Royal Automofastest times or fewest penalties on any bile Club in London on Friday 20 British Formula 3 International
Series: Felipe Nasr, from Brasilia
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January.
in Brazil
Consequently, paragraph three of the
MSA Chairman Alan Gow and FIA
MSA British Touring Car ChampiBRC regulation 5.3.1 is no longer valid. Deputy President for Sport Graham
onship Manufacturer: Honda
Championship Manager Mark Taylor
Stoker were on hand to present
MSA British Touring Car Champisaid: ―We offer our apologies to the
awards, while broadcaster Steve Rider onship: Matt Neal, from KidderMSA and to any competitor who may
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The
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on
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A series of special awards was
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also presented:
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Cadet
Kart
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exchange of emails between the chamYear: Barry O‘Neill, from Omagh
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The online regulations have now been MSA British Junior Kart Championship in Northern Ireland
& Mark W Hines Memorial Trophy: Cal- BWRDC Lord Wakefield Trophy:
updated. This amendment does not
affect the BRC Challenge or Production lan O‘Keeffe, from Hindhead in Surrey Carolynn Hoy, from Inverness
MSA British Short Circuit Kart Champi- Sir Malcolm Campbell Memorial
An old Italian Mafia Godfather is dyTrophy: Racing Steps Foundation
onship: Tom Joyner, from Braintree in
ing.
JLT MSA Club of the Year:
Essex
He calls his grandson to his bedside,
MSA British Long Circuit Kart Champi- Omagh Motor Club
Guido, I wan' you lissina me. I wan'
JLT MSA Marshal of the Year:
onship: Paul Platt, from Warrington
you to take-a my chrome plated .38
MSA British Autocross Championship: Andrew Holley, from Shawbury in
revolver so you will always remember
Shropshire
Richard Davies, from Haverfordwest
me."
RSF MSA Young Driver of the
MSA British Autotest Championship:
"But grandpa, I really don't like guns..
Steven Ferguson, from County Tyrone Year: Josh Webster, from StowHow about you leave me your Rolex
in MSA British Car Trial Championship: market in Suffolk
watch instead?"
Renault MSA Young Motor Sport
Barrie Parker, from Ascot
"You lissina me, boy. Somma day you
Journalist of the Year: Dan
MSA British Sporting Trials Championgonna be runna da business, you
McCalla, from Milton Keynes in
ship: Ian Bell, from Bedord
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MSA British Drag Racing Championmoney, a big-a home and maybe a
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Stewart Robb Snr, from Blair DrumMSA Chief Executive, Colin Hil"Whatta you gonna do then?
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ton, said: ―The Night of ChampiPointa to you watch and say, Hey you
MSA British Hill Climb Championship:
ons is our opportunity to celeYa 'time's up' "?
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shire
their chosen motor sport disciThe missus said she wanted to spice
MSA British Rallycross Championship: pline. The number of championthings up with some toys in the bedJulian Godfrey, from Heathfield
ship trophies presented on the
room.
MSA British Cross Country Champion- night was a fitting reminder of the
After 2 hours of setting it up, apparently
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Best of British honoured at MSA
Night of Champions ceremony

Renault UK signs up
for 2012 MSA British
Manufacturers Rally
Championship
1998 and 1999 British Rally Champions, Renault UK has become the first manufacturer to sign
up for the new two wheel drive 2012 MSA British
Rally Championship. With most manufacturers having homologated two wheel drive cars, the British
Manufacturer‘s Rally Championship has been reinstated and allows registered manufacturers and UK
importers to vie for the title of becoming British
Champion. The new concept signs up Renault UK to
a promotional partnership and whilst manufacturers
could still choose to run a works team, for 2012 the
two highest placed privateer Renault rally cars will
still score top points for the Manufacturer‘s Championship.

Mark Donnelly scored two BRC F2 podiums in his
Renault Clio in 2011
BRC Manager Mark Taylor commented. ―It‘s brilliant
news that Renault UK are the first to sign up to the
Championship. We recognised the commercial realities currently faced by car manufacturers and their
dealerships and specifically created a British Championship to attract UK Importers by reducing the usually barriers and high cost of entry. ―We are providing
them with a platform to promote products that relate
to what is being sold in the showroom. We are also
offering them high quality media products and a
chance to engage in rally themed dealer events. Importantly, they will have a stakeholder ship in the future of this world renowned motorsport series.― This
decision by Renault to join the manufacturer‘s championship further proves that the decision to move to
two wheel drive was the correct one. With the vast
majority of car makes having two wheel drive roadcars, it means the potential for close competition is
much greater than before. It also benefits the drivers
who score points, as they will gain additional recognition via the association with the marque.
Jeremy Townsend, Communications Director for
Renault UK said, ―Renault has a long and very successful motor sport heritage and the announcement
today adds to the commitment we have in the UK to
our national championships.‖

BRC - Two wheel drive is back!
The 2012 MSA British Rally Championship held its media
day at Curborough Sprint Circuit in Staffordshire on Thursday (2nd February), where some of the registered drivers
and teams taking part turned out in the dry, bright and freezing conditions to celebrate the start of a new era for the
UK‘s premier rally championship. The day began with interviews with the TV, radio and press, followed by a photo-call
and then a chance for media and guests to take a ride
around the venue‘s one-mile asphalt circuit to experience a
brief taste of what it‘s like inside a rally car at nearcompetitive speeds. The day marked the introduction of a
revised format BRC, as 2012 sees the championship adopt
a two-wheel-drive only format and excludes four-wheel-drive
cars. Although prevalent in the championship for over a decade, organisers have decided the future of the series should
be two-wheel-drive cars in order to create an environment
which is attractive to manufacturers, stop the upward spiral
of costs and make a more competitive and exciting formula,
as Championship Manager Mark Taylor explained during an
interview on the day: ―Four-wheel-drive cars were becoming
expensive and therefore, we ran the risk of cheque-books
dictating the results. Whilst there‘s a difficult economic climate out there, the two-wheel-drive format will bring the
costs back down and, at the same time, appeal to manufacturers who have rally cars that are akin to the models being
sold in the showroom. We aim to engage with manufacturers as stakeholders in the BRC, which still carries a high
profile worldwide. As testament to that, Renault UK signed
up this week for the British Manufacturers Rally Championship, which is fantastic news for us and great news for rallying in the UK as a whole.‖ Despite no title sponsor currently
in place, British Rally Championship organisers are forging
ahead with new innovations and the introduction of media
products to speed access to results and other ‗live‘ information for fans and spectators. In addition, increased television
coverage for this season - which will be filmed in high definition - is soon to be announced. ―We have also introduced
new partners and signed new deals with existing ones and,
whilst I can‘t deny rallying is a tough arena to be in right
now, the BRC is currently in very good shape.‖ ―The sport
has to price itself back into the market place. Therefore, we
have looked longer-term to make the series sustainable and
I believe we‘ve set the criteria for the right environment for
the future. Two-wheel-drive cars proved great to watch last
year and are a fantastic way for up-and-coming drivers to
learn their craft. Therefore, I am confident that we have a
spectacular season ahead of us and I‘m really looking forward
it.‖

Mantis partners with
British Rally Championship

RAVENOL Oil becomes
BRC official supplier

Double British Rally Champion takes a turn in a Twingo

JML‘s range of Mantis high performance
car care products have had an association with the MSA British Rally Championship (BRC) since 2010 and this year
Mantis will continue that support as an
official partner to Britain‘s premier rally
championship.
In 2010 Mantis Instant Shine was endorsed by the BRC‘s Swift Sport Cup,
producing a TV commercial featuring the
2009 champion in action and in 2011 the
company ran a competition with the ten
winners treated to a fantastic rally experience. The association grew last year
as Mantis sponsored the Duns spectator
stage on the Jim Clark International
Rally.

RAVENOL, the high performance
oil and lubricant manufacturer is
delighted to announce a partnership
with the MSA British Rally Championship (BRC).
RAVENOL, one of the largest independent oil and lubricant manufacturers in Germany, specialises in
developing and manufacturing high
performance oils and lubricants for
the automotive, motorsport and motorcycle markets, as well as producing diverse products for agriculture,
commercial vehicle, industrial, and
marine applications.
RAVENOL, who in 2012 are
launching their range of high performance oils and lubricants into
the UK market, will be partnering
with the BRC and a number of other
high profile motorsport championships and teams to raise awareness
of the RAVENOL brand and to
demonstrate the technical excellence of RAVENOL products.
"We are delighted that RAVENOL
has chosen to join us as a key partner and use the British Rally Championship as the Official Oil & Lubricant Partner. We look forward to
working closely with the RAVENOL
team to raise awareness and demonstrate the excellence of their high
performance oils and lubricants,‖
said Championship Manager, Mark
Taylor.
RAVENOL Motorsport Manager
Martin Huning comments,
―RAVENOL is proud to become a
key partner to the MSA British Rally
Championship and as the championships Official Oil & Lubricant
Partner, provide the BRC and their
competitors with access to our
range of high performance motorsport oils and lubricants.‖
RAVENOL products are no stranger
to motorsport, having already been
used in the World Rally Championship, World Touring Car Championship, FIA GT1, European Truck
Racing and Powerboat racing to
name a few. RAVENOL is represented in the UK by German Oil
Limited, whose Managing Director
Brian Chase and Sales Director
Dave Mott are both former rally
driver and co-driver respectively,
with a combined experience of
around thirty years in the oil industry.

Keith Cronin will
drive a Renaultsport R1
Trophy car on
the opening
round of this
year‘s British Rally Championship,
Rallye Sunseeker International.
The 2009 & 2010 champion will be
partnered in the Mantis Performance Car Care sponsored car by
BRC and WRC Academy co-driver
Seb Marshall (tbc) Irishman Cronin‘s appearance will be his second on the event, contesting it in
2008, three years before it debuted
as the BRC opener, but Marshall
has experience of the Dorset and
Hampshire stages, finishing fourth
alongside Adam Gould last year.
Having made a sensational BRC
debut in 2009, winning at his first
attempt, Cronin became the first
Irishman to take the title since Billy
Coleman in 1974 and the first from
the emerald isle ever to win it
twice. ―I have been working hard to
get deal to compete at International
level but so far I haven‘t managed
to secure anything. When the opportunity to drive the R1 Twingo
came up, I accepted and I am
really looking forward to driving the
car. Let‘s hope I can show what the
car is capable of doing and provide
a competitive bench mark for the
other Twingo competitors.‖ said
Cronin. Cronin‘s will be a one-off
promotional appearance in the car
which has been prepared and will
be run by the official Twingo Renaultsport Trophy UK technical and
parts suppliers Monster Sport
Europe. ―The Twingo Trophy is
new to the UK this year and this
will be the first competitive outing
for the R1 variant on gravel.‖ explains Trophy Manager Simon
Moss, ―So we wanted to make a bit
of a splash and Keith kindly agreed
to take the challenge. I‘d like to
thank Mantis for making this possible, as the car will run under its
colours.‖ Rallye Sunseeker International starts on Poole Quay on Friday 24th February at 18.00hrs with
stages throughout Saturday in the
forests north of Bournemouth. For
more information on the rally visit
www.rallyesunseeker.co.uk

Sky Sports' Mike Brewer navigated co-presenter
Robbie Head on the 2011 Jim Clark Mantis Duns stage

―We are delighted that Mantis has decided to use the British Rally Championship again this year as a key partner and
have increased their involvement with
us. It‘s great to work with a product and
marketing team who are so enthusiastic
about the BRC and the opportunities it
provides. I know they have an exciting
advertising campaign planned for later in
the year and we are looking forward to
working closely with them,‖ said Championship Manager, Mark Taylor.
Building on this relationship, Mantis‘
partnership with the BRC will bring the
high performance car care products
closer to an audience that is used to
speed and performance.
―Mantis and the British Rally Championship have enjoyed a fantastic relationship over the past 2 years and we look
forward to another exciting year together. We are proud to support the up
and coming drivers of today to ensure a
continued high quality pool of talent for
tomorrow.‖ said Thomas Bateman, Mantis Head of Creative.
The range of Mantis high performance
car care products includes its revolutionary waterless car cleaner and gloss
booster, Mantis Instant Shine, as well as
Scratch Remover and essential microfibre cloths.

2012 CHOLMONDELEY
PAGEANT OF POWER
The organisers of the Cholmondeley
Pageant of Power have confirmed
that this year‘s Pageant will take
place from Friday 15 to Sunday 17
June – a month earlier than the
event‘s usual July slot.
The Pageant (www.cpop.co.uk) takes place on the Cholmondeley Estate in Cheshire, and the motorsport event
celebrates power and performance in its many forms. In
2012, the fifth year of the event, the Pageant will feature
a range of new displays on land, water and in the air, a
theme for the motoring content and a series of miniBentham‘s David Wright will compete in the BTRDA events in the build up to the Pageant itself.
rally championship this year after agreeing a sponsor―Every Pageant has been a remarkable success and
ship deal with Kumho Tyres.
we‘ve seen year-on year increases in visitor numbers,
Wright, who won the BTRDA championship title in
sponsors, exhibitors and the number of displays and at2009, will use the same Mitsubishi Evo 9 that he com- tractions,‖ explains James Hall, Event Director at the
peted in last year. The GPM-prepared car will, in addi- Cholmondeley Pageant of Power. ―This year we also
tion to Kumho, be supported by Proflex, Drenth, Grove added an additional day to pack it all in. The Pageant
Hill Garage and York Brewery.
has grown very fast, but one element that has remained
―It‘s great to have the sponsors on board to help supconstant throughout the first four years has been the poor
port a full championship campaign, I am very grateful
weather. Analysis of the last 10 year weather patterns
for their help‖ commented Wright. ―After winning the
show that in this region, July has been a third wetter than
Grizedale Stages at the end of last year I am confident June and so the decision has been made to bring the
that we will go well in the BTRDA championship alevent forward a month.‖
though we will be up against some tough competition in For further information on the Cholmondeley Pageant of
our class.‖
Power and for video highlights from the 2011 event,
―After narrowly missing out on the class championship please visit www.cpop.co.uk.
last year we‘ll be going all out to win it this year. We‘ve
done a couple of updates on the car since Grizedale so A man asked an American Indian what was his wife's
name. He replied, "She is called Five Horses".
I think we should have the pace to be near the top of
The man said, "That's an unusual name for your wife.
the leaderboard.‖
Does it have a meaning to it?" The Old Indian replied,
Wright‘s season kicked off with the opening championship round, the Chepstow-based Wyedean rally on 11th "It is a very old Indian Name. It means...
NAG, NAG, NAG, NAG, NAG!
February - suffered a puncture, damage & retired SS3.

It‟s hammer time at the Footman James Classic Motor Show
Silverstone Auctions has teamed up with the organisers of the Footman James Classic Motor Show, the UK‘s biggest motoring exhibition, to hold a prestige car auction at this year‘s event at Birmingham‘s NEC on Saturday 17th
November. It‘s the first auction of its type in the show‘s history and promises to be one of the highlights for classic
car lovers when it takes place as part of the three-day extravaganza from 16th to 18th November.
The season ending Footman James Classic Motor Show and the neighbouring Classic Motorbike Show has become a ‗must-attend‘ event for anyone harbouring a passion for cars and bikes, attracting around 50,000 owners
and enthusiasts. There‘s over 1,400 amazing vehicles on display, from modest family saloons and through to head
-turning supercars. There‘s also hundreds of trade stands, shows and automotive services to enjoy as well as the
Wheeler Dealer live stage and restoration theatre.
Show Manager Andy Rouse said: ―We are extremely excited at the prospect of the UK's biggest and most popular
classic motoring show now also hosting a quality auction. We have been hugely impressed with the energy and
enthusiasm of the team at Silverstone Auctions and their commitment to and vision for this feature going forward.
―I view this as an extremely important development in both the growth and the 'standing' of the show, both at home
in the UK and internationally and that it provides a new and exciting alternative in the annual auction calendar. We
are confident that a sale at the UK's flagship show will attract a high volume of quality entries and enthused buyers.‖
The decision by Silverstone Auctions is furtherevidence of its positioning as the Midlands leading specialist car
auction house. Nick Whale, managing director, Silverstone Auctions, said: ―This is really exciting news and is definitely one of our calendar highlights for 2012. We will obviously be focusing on classic cars, befitting the surroundings, but I‘m sure they‘ll also be some competition cars and more modern supercars under the hammer, as well as
a wide variety of motorbikes and automobilia. ―However, this year also sees Silverstone Auctions host a further
four sales, three of them at our spiritual home of Silverstone, so we‘re definitely going to be kept busy.‖
The other Silverstone Auctions for 2012 include The Race Retro and Classic Car Sale at Stoneleigh Park on the
25th February. Meanwhile, the Silverstone based auctions held in the circuit‘s ultra-modern ‗Wing‘ building are the
Spring Sale on 16th May, The Silverstone Classic Sale on 21st July and the Autumn Auction on 19th September.

Life‟s a drag for Rossendale duo
EAST Lancashire duo Dave Evans and
Andy Bennett are looking to build on their
debut season in the FIA European Drag
Racing Championship during 2012. Evans and Bennett, from the Rossendale
area, have been involved in drag racing
since 1999 but made their first appearance in the Super Pro ET section of the
championship last year. The pair had previously spent four years developing a
1968 Chevrolet Impala, known as a
‗muscle car‘ – an American-made twodoor sports coupe. The car was bought
from a contact in California in 2007 for
just £300 and travels a quarter of a mile
in 8.8 seconds – reaching 125 miles per
hour in just over five seconds, greater
acceleration than a Formula One car or
the fastest road car.
Evans, the 47-year-old driver of the car,
is known for starting his runs with a spectacular wheelie and finished 21st out of
40 in last year‘s championship. As one of
the support categories for the main series, where cars reach incredible speeds
of 325mph on a straight track, his displays are sometimes watched by crowds
as large as 25,000 at Santa Pod Raceway in Northamptonshire. And now the
duo are hoping to improve on last year‘s
performance during 2012. Their first
event of the year is the Easter Thunderball at Santa Pod between April 6 and 9.
―Last year we were fine tuning it because
it was a new car,‖ said Bennett, 43. ―We
have been working on it for four years,
around 5,000 hours. But if it‘s a passion
you‘re happy to do it.
―We‘re not big boozers or smokers, this is
what we enjoy doing. ―We‘ve always
watched drag racing and we first got involved in 1999. We had an American
street car and there is a strip in York. ―But
once the bug bites you just want to go
quicker and quicker. ―It‘s an anti-hobby in
a way because the quicker it‘s over the
happier you are. ―The way you go quicker
is to increase the power to speed ratio,
and this car weighs a lot less. ―It looks
like a road car but there‘s not much left of
it that is like a road car.‖ Bennett admits
there are dangers involved but says the
enjoyment they get out of it is more than
worth it. ―It can be dangerous,‖ he said.
―Dave hit the wall at 80mph last year but
he just bounced off it. ―The steering
wheel had come away at the start because of the G-force. ―We can‘t run if it‘s
wet because if there‘s any water under
the tyres you can go sideways, no matter
what car you‘re driving.
―But there‘s danger every day crossing
the road. ―Dave really enjoys the driving.
For him the attraction is the speed.‖

SNIPPETS
* AUTOTEST: Blackburn‘s Simon Robinson
was the winner of the
Knutsford New Year Production Car Autotest.
By Chris Flanagan
The St Wilfrid‘s Academy
chris.flanagan@lancashire.newsquest.co.uk
teenager, who previously
Telephone: 01254 298 221
claimed victory in the
All change for Wilpshires Matt Griffin ANWCC championship during 2011, took first place in
WILPSHIRE rally driver Matt Griffin is set
his Peugeot 106 GTI ahead
for a change of car and navigator this year
as he prepares to take part in the Wyedean of Jack Mather.
Accrington‘s Steve Johnson
Forest Rally.
was first in class and sixth
Griffin, who claimed two titles in the MSA
overall in the national B
English Rally Championship during 2011
section of the Knutsford
and also won his class in the BTRDA Rally
Autosolo event.
series, will work with Shropshire co-driver
* RALLY: The 2012 BullChris Spilsted in 2012.
The 21-year-old had been partnered by Joe dog International Rally of
North Wales will be held on
Cruttenden, from Rochdale, during 2011
but remains confident of another successful March 23 and 24.
The rally will take place in
year. Financial restrictions have dashed
Welshpool and will include
Griffin‘s hopes of competing in the British
five individual rallies. FurRally Championship this year but he will
ther information is available
continue to take part in the BTRDA Chamat bulldog-rally.co.uk.
pionship — switching from a Mazda2 to a
* RALLY: Clitheroe and
Ford Fiesta ST.
Rallyschool will continue to prepare his car. District Motor Club‘s Jack
Neal Memorial Rally will be
Having won the 1400L class, he will now
held on Sunday, March 11
go for glory in the N3 category – part of the
at Blyton Airfield.
BTRDA‘s Silver Star Championship.
His first event of 2012 is the Wyedean Forest Rally in Gloucestershire on February
11.
―This is an important year for me as I have
moved to a higher class within the BTRDA
FOLLOW
Championship,‖ Griffin said. ―I‘m going to
Lancashire Telegraph
be competing in a new car for this year, a
(@lancstelegraph)
Ford Fiesta ST, which feels great to drive.
on Twitter
―I can‘t wait to drive it competitively on the
My son and his girlfriend are
Wyedean Forest Rally. ―I will also have a
change of co-driver for this year, Chris Spil- internet porn stars.
They are going to be so ansted. ―He has co-driven for me before so
noyed when they find out.
it‘s not totally new.‖

REPORTS

A teacher asks the class to name things
that end in 'tor' that eat things. The first
little boy say's, 'Alligator'. Very good,
that's a big word'
The second boy say's 'Predator' 'Yes,
that's another big word. 'Little Johnny
say's 'Vibrator, Miss' After nearly falling
off her chair, she says, 'That is a big
word, but it doesn‗t eat anything'
'Well my sister has one and she say's it
eats batteries like there's no tomorrow!'
My mate said, "I like your road rally car"
I said, "It's not very practical now we've
got a baby" He said, "How about I buy it
off you" I said, "Yeah go on then. Three
grand?" He said, "You've got yourself a
deal" I said, "Nice one .. you're going to
make a brilliant dad"

DRIVE-IT DAY ON APRIL 22ND 2012
Don't forget that the annual "Drive-it Day" gives all
classic car owners a chance to get their car out and
show it off on the highways and byeways of the UK.
There are usually lots of organised meets and most
owners can find something going on in their area. The
2012 event promises to be bigger and better than ever
so polish up your best-beloved motor car and get behind the wheel for an enjoyable day out! The famous
"Ace Cafe" on the North Circular Road in London will
be one of many starting points. For further details see
the FBHVC website at: www.fbhvc.co.uk

PRO-ART SIGNS SWANSEA BAY RALLY 2012
The event will take place on June 30th and will feature
classic WRGB stages and a central service area at
Walters Arena. Saturday morning scrutineering will be
available to all to aid in low competitor costs. The
event was voted the best event in the WAMC in 2009
and hopes to attract a good number of competitors
this year as it is also a round of various other championships including the BHRC Gravel Cup. For further
details log on at: www.ptmconline.com

THE PIRELLI MSA WELSH NATIONAL RALLY
CHAMPIONSHIP 2012
The GMF Wyedean Forest Rally is the first round of
the Pirelli MSA Welsh National Rally Championship,
and 2012 promises to be another exciting season as
we welcome a new title sponsor Pirelli. Championship
organisors the Welsh Association of Motor Clubs are
delighted that Pirelli one of the world‘s best known
brands has agreed to support one of the UK‘s leading
national championships.
The 2012 championship comprises of seven rounds
run entirely on gravel roads, is made up of the Overall
championship, Group N, Two-wheel drive and a Junior
challenge together with 11 classes many types of vehicle are eligible. The points scoring system awards up
to 22 drivers and co-drivers on each event, making for
an exciting championship. A point not lost on last
year‘s contenders in what was to prove one of the
closest finishes to the championship for many a year.
For 2012 the class structure has been further adjusted
to reward those entered in two wheel drive classes.
And with invitations accepted by neighboring associations making it easier for more competitors to enjoy the
classic forest roads in, Wales the home of rallying.
Juniors aged Under 23s have the opportunity to register in the Free Junior programme, supported by the
Colin Mcrae Vision Charity and run in conjunction with
the Scottish Rally championship this represents an
excellent opportunity for any junior newcomer to the
sport of rallying to develop their rally skills.

HISTORIC DRIVERS RACE TO SIGN-UP FOR
HRDC CASTLE COMBE MEETING ON 9 APRIL
HISTORIC RACING DRIVERS CLUB
HRDC HISTORICA FESTIVAL
CASTLE COMBE 9 APRIL 2012
Early entries for grid slots at the HRDC 'Historica' Festival which will be held on the traditional Easter Bank Holiday
Monday race meeting date (9 April) at Castle Combe have been flooding into the HRDC Race HQ in Leamington
Spa.
HRDC's Race Director - Julius Thurgood - commented:
"The response from competitors to this Easter Monday
Castle Combe meeting has been amazing, especially so
early in the year. This is probably due to the reputation
earned by the HRDC last season for fielding full grids and
the fact that this particular date at Castle Combe has been
so well established over the years; it is considered a 'mustdo' event in the historic racing diary. Certainly Howard
Strawford's team at Castle Combe add a 'feel-good' factor
to everything that they do at this historic venue. There is
also the added factor of the value for money entry fee system operated by the HRDC - £395 for 70 minutes of track
time is a really good deal in the historic sector."
Le Mans ace, Darren Turner, was one of the first competitors to sign-up for Castle Combe. He will be partnering
James Turner in the ex-Adam Gittings Ford Zodiac Mk2
which the pair bought early last year. Currently being fettled by Shaun Rainford's team at CCK Historic, this wellknown racer is set for a full season of HRDC 'Touring
Greats'. No doubt this will be a series front-runner. Looking
to keep the Ford pairing honest will be Goodwood ace,
Rae Davis, in his diminutive Austin A35 - "I'm looking forward to giving all the big cars a real run for their money at
Castle Combe - I can't wait to get out there!"
:: The HRDC 'MGB50' is set to bring a big grid of FIA historic 'B' racers - along with several works cars including the
1965 Le Mans car, which will be pedalled with verve by
Barry 'Sideways' Smith.
:: HRDC 'GTS65' will see a great range of larger-capacity
historic GTs run in a long-distance format. Keith Ahlers is
entered in his fabulous Morgan Plus 4 SLR; 'Whizzo' Williams will be partnering Richard Frankel in the ex-Scuderia
Filipinetti Porsche 904/6.
:: A strong grid of HRDC 'Grand Touring Greats' small-bore
GTs is expected. Mike Youles will be looking for a win with
his rare Rochdale Olympic, after a great debut last year at
Snetterton. Ian Burford will debut the freshly restored
'Lumbertubs' Sprite.
:: HRDC 'TC63' ran an impressive grid for the first time at
Snetterton back in October. Paul Clayson hopes to debut
the recently re-discovered ex-Chris Lawrence, Zolderwinning, Blydenstein Vauxhall VX4/90. Tony Murray will
again be out with his gorgeous Alfa Romeo 2600 Sprint.
HRDC RACES AT CASTLE COMBE ON 9 APRIL
:: HRDC 'Touring Greats' for pre-'60 historic touring cars
and XK Jaguars (45 mins race/25 mins practice);
:: HRDC 'Grand Touring Greats' for pre-'66, sub-1500cc
historic GT cars (30 mins race/15 mins practice);
:: HRDC 'GTS65' for pre-'66, over-1500cc historic GT cars
(45 mins race/25 mins practice);
:: HRDC 'TC63' for pre-'64, historic touring cars (30 mins
race/15 mins practice);
:: HRDC 'MGB50' for FIA pre-'66 MGB cars (30 mins
race/15 mins practice).

Honda Civic Type-R Mugen 2.2

Unit 6
Clifton Business Park
Preston New Road (A584)
Clifton, Preston
Lancashire, PR4 0XQ
Tel: 01772 633777
Fax: 01772 633792

Mini Sport Ltd,
Thompson St., Padiham,
Lancashire, BB12 7AP
Tel : 01282 778731
Fax: 01282 772043
www.minisport.com

Dave & Julie Harwood at
Road & Stage
Motorsport Ltd.
Whitegate,
White Lund Industrial
Estate,
Morecambe.

Happy to help with all
your rally needs.
Just call or Telephone,
You are always
welcome.
Tel: 01524 844066
www.rsmmotorsport.co.uk

Email:
sales@rsmmotorsport.co.uk
www.rsmmotorsport .co.uk
www.rallyingimages.com

A development of the 2-litre Mugen Civic
that arrived a couple of years back. It‘s effectively a last hurrah for the K20 Type-R
engine (decommissioned in 2010 thanks to
European emissions regulation) and all the
changes here have been confined to the
engine bay. The bodywork and suspension
remains the same as it did on the original
Type-R Mugen
The cylinder bore and stroke have been increased to create
an overall capacity of 2156cc, and naturally both power and
torque have increased; the 2.2 has 256bhp (up from 237) and
177lb ft, which is 20lb ft more than before. When you compare these figures to a regular Honda Civic Type-R they are
both up by 30 per cent.
The motor has a rorty induction bark that becomes a scream
above 6000rpm where the hot cam lobes come out to play.
This is where you need to be to keep it on the boil, which
means revving the thing to the redline. It rides 10mm lower
than regular Type-R Civics and runs on lightly grooved Yokohama Neovas, which means the ride is firm (but not uncompromisingly so) and you need to work up a bit of heat before
they offer up the high grip levels you expect. When they do, it
corners flat and hard.
The diff does its best to contain the rampant surges in the
slow speed stuff, but you still drive this car on the front axle,
loading it to as much as it‘ll take, because it‘s cornering angle is not particularly
adjustable on the throttle. It requires you to think about your driving, but on the
right road when you‘re in the right mood, it can deliver a big hit.
The torque spread is better across the engine‘s range, but as the action still only
really happens in the upper echelons of the rev-counter, in reality it feels very
similar to the version that went before, with a tad more punch down the straights.
It‘s a far more hardcore proposition than say, a Renault Megane 265 Trophy and
requires more from the driver to extract the best from it. The Megane has a wider
powerband and a better overall balance, but the Civic is more extreme and bespoke.
A limited run of 20 2-litre Mugen Civics were originally sold with a price tag of
£38,599. Of those, four remain unsold and it is likely that all of those will be converted to 2.2 spec and that it will be possible for current owners to upgrade their
cars. A final decision had yet to made on this and on the price of the upgrade.
The 2012 Dunlop MSA British Touring Car Championship calendar has
been confirmed The BTCC‘s 2012 race dates are:

Date

Circuit,

Location

31 March-1 April
14-15 April
28-29 April
9-10 June
23-24 June
11-12 August
25-26 August
22-23 September
6-7 October
20-21 October

Brands Hatch,
Donington Park,
Thruxton,
Oulton Park,
Croft, North
Snetterton (300),
Knockhill,
Rockingham,
Silverstone,
Brands Hatch,

Kent
Leicestershire
Hampshire
Cheshire
Yorkshire
Norfolk
Fife
Northamptonshire
Northamptonshire
Kent

Gazzard Accounts
33 Acresfield Road,
Middleton, Manchester M24 2WT
0161 643 0151 or 07973-816965
email : gazzard.accts@btinternet.com

“Well, after a number of years‟ deliberation, wishful thinking
and such, it‟s here – Rally with Group B are proud to announce that in May 2012 we will be celebrating 30 years of
Group B by the running of our very own multi-venue event.
Based in North Staffordshire and Cheshire the rally will visit some fantastic stages located at great venues and all on good quality tarmac sealed
surfaces. By promoting and running this event Rallying with Group B will
again seek to raise funds to aid Charities in line with our mandate.
With the support of our members we can make this the Event of the
Year.‖ With the aid of our venue partners we can provide upto 40 stage
miles and cover a little over 100 liaison miles with high profile time controls. At the present time we are negotiating with Trentham Gardens and
other sites as the centre for the Start / Finish and we will use stately
homes, castles and a race circuit as special stages – all in stunning locations. Our rally (Title Sponsor awaiting) will be a National B Event with
FIA Authorised Teams from abroad and will run both to competition and
demonstration. The Regulations and Permit Applications are in the process of being prepared but briefly will be run under the General Regulations of the UK Motor Sports Association and will incorporate the provisions of the International Sporting Code of the FIA and Appendices K
and J. All entrants will need to be members (full or temporary) of RwB.

The organising Club will be RwB.
All Competition cars will need to carry a current MSA Rally Log Book.
Cars with an FIA Historic Technical Passport (HTP) or Historic Vehicle
Identity Form (HVIF) are accepted subject to the organising team.
All cars in the Demonstration Class will need to have an RwB Current
Demonstration Log Book. Cars from abroad will need to have either an
HTP or HVIF Form and be fit for purpose to pass scrutineering.
For Competition purposes rally cars are accepted that fall into the following FIA date classifications for homologated Touring and GT cars:
Class H1 (Group 4) 01.01.1972 to 31.12.1975 }
H2 (Group 4) 01.01.1976 to 31.13.1976 } Combined
IR1 (Group 4) 01.01.1977 to 31.12.1981
Class J1 and J2 will be combined and further split as follows:J1/J2 (Group A) 01.01.1982 to 31.12.1990
J1/J2 (Group B) 01.01.1982 to 31.12.1985
A further Open Class is anticipated for cars falling into the period
01.12.1991 to 31.12.2000 (Group A and WRC)
Additionally an MSA Historic Class may be considered for the period
01.01.1975 to 31.12.1981 Classes D1, D2, D3, D4 and D5.
For Demonstration purposes cars will fall into the following RwB Classes:
Class 1 Group B FIA Appendix K 7.41
Class 2 All other rally cars 01.01.1972 to 31.12.2000
All Demonstration entrants will need to have a minimum of a National B
Rally Licence or their ASN equivalent. To ‗kick start‘ the proceedings
RwB members will need to register an interest in the event indicating
whether you wish to run in Competition or Demonstration. This can be
done by: texting: 07710 244876
PLEASE DO SO IMMEDIATELY AS WE WILL BE INVITING TEAMS
OUTSIDE OF RWB AND FROM OUR MANY FRIENDS IN FRANCE,
BELGIUM, IRELAND AND GERMANY. ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED
ON A ‗FIRST COME BASIS‘ AND PLACES ARE VERY LIMITED.
To assist the Steering Group with initial costs a small entry deposit will be
required and asked for a short time after registering an interest. This will
be non-refundable. A significant budget is being prepared but it is hoped
that the ultimate entry fee will be contained within the £250 to £450 mark.
Remember that events such as this carry a significant cost.
Finally, a strong interest is being shown by potential sponsors and we
are pleased to say that Adrian Tink, the RAC Motoring Strategist, has
kindly offered to give assistance in media work.
Don‘t delay in registering your interest!

Steve Davies, Secretary Rallying with Group B Preservation Trust
Will our members with Race / Rally Preparation Companies please contact their non RwB clients with appropriate cars in order for us to assess
your potential entrants?"

FANCY A WEEKEND FOR
TWO AT THE TROUT HOTEL
IN COCKERMOUTH?
YES? WELL SNAP AWAY AND
YOU MIGHT WIN ONE!
RABrallyesport with generous support
from the Trout Hotel in Cockermouth, Lily & Co in Cockermouth,
Scruffy Dog Media and Tim Perks
Training are running a photographic
competition throughout 2012 with the
lucky winners getting some wonderful
prizes courtesy of the 4 Star Trout Hotel,
Cockermouth, Lily & Co and of course
RABrallyesport.

The prizes on offer are:
1st Prize - 2 nights‘ dinner bed and
breakfast for two* at the 4 star Trout Hotel Cockermouth, in an Executive Double
room + the chance to join the RABrallyesport team on any one event in their 2013
calendar + an RABrallyesport team shirt
with your own name embroidered on it!
2nd Prize – A Champagne Personal
Shopping Evening at Lily & Co. in Cockermouth with champagne reception and
very special discounts on the night + an
invitation to join the RABrallyesport team
on a selected event in the 2013 calendar
+ an RABrallyesport team shirt
3rd Prize – An RABrallyesport team
shirt

So what do you have to do to win
one of these splendid prizes?
Look out for the blue RABrallyesport Subaru Impreza on any of the teams events
or test sessions in 2012* then quite simply take great photographs of the car in
action.
*Entries close 31st October 2012.
First event for the year is The Chris Kelly Memorial Rally, 17th/18th
February 2012, Isle of Man.
Further events will be shown on the
teams website and Facebook page.
The best action photograph of the rally
car, in the opinion of the competition
judges (who will be made up by representatives from the Trout Hotel, Lily & Co
and RABrallyesport) will take away the
fabulous prizes.
The photographs entered should be sent
by email to RABrallyesport@live.co.uk
and the entries will be posted on our
Facebook page as they arrive!

Get snapping!!!
Full competition rules available by email
from RABrallyesport@live.co.uk
―Just bought myself a dog from a Blacksmith, as soon as it got in the house, it
made a bolt for the back door‖!

THE EASY WAY TO FIA FT3 - ATL SAVER CELLS

Friday nights just got a whole lot better
for British rally fans, with Special Stage confirming their
television line-up for Motors TV. Promising over 36
shows throughout 2012, the guys and gals at Special
Stage have their work cut out. They‘ve already confirmed they‘ll be covering the REIS-Get Connected!
BTRDA Rally Series and MSA Asphalt Championship,
but have announced further events which they‘ll televise throughout 2012.
North West Stages
Chris Kelly Memorial Rally
West Cork Rally
Pokerstars Rally
Rallyday
King of the Valleys (AWDC Challenge)
Selected F1000 Junior events
Along with covering the crème de la crème of domestic
rallying, Special Stage are pleased to announce they
will also produce season long coverage of the AWDC
Terrafirma Safari Championship, replacing the Britpart
British Cross Country Championship on the schedule.
The REIS-Get Connected! BTRDA Rally Series and
MSA Asphalt Championship will feature on MotorsTV‘s
timetable shortly after each rally on aFriday night at
21:30pm with a one-hour feature on each round.
With the ever popular Bríd Deery taking on the reigns of
presenting the REIS-Get Connected! MSA Asphalt
Championship, Paul Woodford moves across to the
REIS-Get Connected BTRDA Rally Series, building on
his experience of interviewing the top national rally drivers. Lowri Davis will take control of presenting the
AWDC Terrafirma Safari Championship, selected Junior rounds and many of the one-off events, starting with
the Chris Kelly Memorial Rally – the first of three trips to
the Isle of Man for the Special Stage team. The coverage of AWDC Challenge and non-championship televised rounds will be on MotorsTV on a Wednesday evening at 8pm. You can start catching up with all the British rallying action from Wednesday 7th March with coverage of the North West Stages, from Blackpool at
8pm, and then coverage from the opening round of the
REIS-Get Connected! BTRDA Rally Series on the 9th
March at 9pm with the opening round, the Wyedean
Forest Rally. Competitors looking to get featured on any
of the Special Stage TV shows should head to
www.specialstage.co.uk and fill in the Competitor Information Form. Rob Richards and the team at In Car Services can also supply in-Car footage direct to Special
Stage. Footage from every event Special Stage cover
will also be available to competitors through RallySport
Media, along with tailored media coverage from each
championship (www.rallysportmedia.com)

ATL has grown to become the world's leading manufacturer of motorsport fuel cells and systems. A cornerstone
of this success has been ATL's ongoing development of
fuel-resistant flexible composite materials. Since 1970,
ATL has homologated a broad portfolio of materials which
meet the tensile, tear and puncture strengths specified by
the FIA's FT3, FT3.5 and FT5 standards. As it is the baselevel FIA standard, FT3 is the standard most commonly
specified by customers. In response to this demand, ATL
developed a cost-saving semi-rigid material that passes
all FIA FT3 safety tests - the Saver Cell. Saver Cells are
the obvious option for racing competitors who require a
simple and low-cost FT3 fuel cell within a short lead-time.
Despite their low price (approximately half that of a comparable fabric cell), the rotational moulding process used
to manufacture Saver Cells results in a seamless and
highly durable bladder, which exhibits excellent resistance
to race fuels (including ethanol/methanol). The regular
Saver Cell is a rectangular box, available in varying capacities and dimensions - from 20L to 170L. The cell is
supplied ready-assembled, with a standard 6x10' topplate featuring two -6 fuel outlets, a -6 rollover vent valve
and a 2-1/4" filler neck (with safety valve and cap). Full
safety foam baffling is fitted inside the cell, along with two
lengths of -6 pickup hose (plumbed to a pick-up filter
housed within a pick-up shroud). For customers who wish
to locate a saver cell inside the spare wheel well of their
car, ATL also offers a Saver 'D' Cell in 30L and 45L sizes.
Or, for customers who compete in categories with very
short races (rallycross, drag-racing, trials etc.), there is
the Racell - a small cell (10L and 20L sizes available) fitted with a flush filler-cap, a -6 rollover vent valve and a -8
return.The Racell features two -8 outlets and a sloped
floor, which acts as an internal sump - making rapid fuel
delivery possible, down to the very last drop. Finally, ATL
also offers a Porsche 911 Saver Cell for fitment to any pre
-1989 'Classic' Porsche 911. Not only does a Saver Cell
help a competitor to save money at the initial purchase.
The cell is so easily upgradable that if a competitor's requirements change from one year to the next, changes
can be made to the cell without needing to purchase a
new one. For example, the installation of a fabric collector
system can enable a pump to be mounted inside a Saver
Cell (while also ensuring consistent fuel pick-up). A pressure regulator and in-line filter can also be plumbed to the
collector, thereby enabling the operation of a 'return-less'
system - so only one hose need be routed from fuel cell to
fuel rail. Saver Cells use a 6x10' pattern coverplate - the
same bolt pattern used by ATL's 'Modular' plate system.
For instance, should a customer wish to change from direct-fill to remote-fill refuelling (if they wish to upgrade to
dry-break refuel valves), or if an electrical connector
needs to be retro-fitted to the cell, the coverplate can be
changed without the expense and hassle of machining/
fabricating a custom plate. The Saver Cell has been designed with ease of installation, operation and service/
upgrade in mind - so replacing an original equipment (OE)
road car fuel tank with an FIA FT3 specification fuel cell is
a very simple step to take. With the Saver Cell, ATL has
demonstrated that it is committed to supporting competitors in all categories of motorsport - from clubman level all
the way through to Formula 1.

NEW Ferrari F2012

Ferrari have unveiled the new Formula 1 car they hope
will enable them to win their first drivers' title since 2007.
Ferrari have made no secret of their desire to make
amends for a poor 2011 in which they won only one race the British Grand Prix with Alonso. They have restructured
the technical team, with Englishman Pat Fry replacing Italian Aldo Costa as technical director, and much is expected of the new car, dubbed the F2012. The car has a
number of significant features. The step on the top of the
nose is there to enable it to meet regulations on the dimensions of the chassis while raising the lower part of the
chassis as much as possible for aerodynamic reasons.
The team added that the rear of the car was "much narrower and more tapered" than on last year's car, partly
thanks to a new gearbox casing.
The new Ferrari F2012 has exhaust outlets sited quite
low down, in a bid to improve aerodynamics following the
banning of last year's must-have technology, when gases
were blown along the rear floor of the car, increasing
downforce. It finally follows the trend established in 2009
by Red Bull in adopting pull-rod rear suspension, which
has a benefit in terms of weight distribution and aerodynamics over the previous standard, known as push-rod.
Interestingly, it also features an unusual pull-rod front suspension system - for the first time on an F1 car in 10
years. The step on the top of the Ferrari allows them to
have the underside of the chassis higher to allow in more
air because, unlike other cars, they do not need to mirror
the concave top surface with a convex bottom surface.
But a curved underside is actually more efficient in terms
of airflow than a flat-bottomed one. The exhaust clearly
points at the rear wheels, but they'll need a very narrowdiameter pipe to get enough gas velocity to make a difference in terms of downforce. Pull-rod front suspension
does have some centre-of-gravity benefits but they are
very small compared to the aggravation of the design.
However, the Ferrari layout does have aerodynamic advantages in offering less disturbance to the airflow at the
front of the car

Croft Historic Rally - Feb. 12th - CANCELLED
"Due to insufficient entries the organisers regret to announce that the Croft Historic Rally has had to be cancelled, the organisers thank everyone who has entered
and all those who volunteered to marshal"
Gordon Dundee
Clerk of the Course.
Thank you to everyone who had supported the event.

Cetus Solutions are proud to sponsor The Cetus
Stages Rally held at Three Sisters Race Circuit in
Ashton. This will be the second round of the 6R4.com
Three Sisters Rally Challenge held on the 12-05-2012.
Regs : www.wiganmotorclub.org.uk/

After a break of 24 years

SMC STAGES RALLY SUNDAY 25th MARCH

Dukeries Motor Club

It‘s that time of year again for our annual trip to Weeton Army Camp…
…I have just loaded supplementary regulations and online entry form
to www.smcstages.co.uk
…The event is a round of ANCC, ANWCC & SD34 Championships so we urge you to get an entry in early.
…We are once again offering overnight parking for any vehicles at

will once again promote a

Single Venue Stage Rally
with the inaugural running of

The Flying Fortress Stages Rally
on Sunday

18th March 2012.

The new stage event will be held on a former WW2 American 8th Air Force Base
which is part of a 'Private Estate' in Northamptonshire. The venue is new to motorsport and will allow the organising team
to give the competitors approximately 47
stages miles.
During initial preparation work the estate
staff have unearthed roads that have not
seen daylight for over five decades. The
concrete tracks (some of which are treelined), are in excellent condition and the
venue will provide a challenging day's motorsport. Entries will be at a premium as
the club will limit the number of entries to a
maximum of 60 crews to ensure that the
event runs as smooth as possible and
without delay. The event is a round of 3
regional championships. Regulations and
online entries are available NOW at
www.flyingfortressstages.co.uk

Matlock Motor Club
VK Rally of Derbyshire,
this year being held on the slightly later

14th / 15th April

date of
.
We once again have a no nonsense, no
plot n bash and expertly marshaled road
rally on some of the finest lanes and the
smoother whites that map 119 has to offer!
As ever, a huge thanks to Steve Perez of
VK for his continued support of the event.
Also, thank you to all the marshals who
have stood out in all weather conditions
for us on all Derbyshire rallies, we look
forward to seeing you again on the 14th.
Now the good stuff:
115 miles
5 miles of good quality white roads
Plenty of time recovery to suite novices
(and some masters!)
Starting and finishing at Robinsons
(Chesterfield)
Quick and efficient results team
Competitive entry fee of £69.00
(including 2 breakfasts)

Regs online on
Monday 27th February
Keep up to date with this page, or why not
join Matlock Motor club on Facebook!
Any questions, feel free to PM myself or
sashnav .Sam Collis and Sasha Heriot
via BRF

Weeton Army Camp on Sunday 25 March.
…In order to help competitors (and in turn aid with our event planning), we will offer a full refund to any competitor who enters another
event between now and 25 March, and retires from that event and
can‘t repair the car in time for 25 March.
We look forward to receiving your entry, however should you have
any questions, please don‘t hesitate to contact me.
Thanks
Mark Wilkinson
Rally Secretary SMC Stages : www.smcstages.co.uk
74 Haslington Road, Ashway Park, Manchester, M22 5HU
0161 437 6425 / 07879 657 580 / secretary@smcstages.co.uk
Stockport 061 Motor Club Limited
Registered in England and Wales 00710963
Registered Address - 46 Clare Drive, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10
2TX

Kirkby Lonsdale MC Lonsdale Belt
Road Rally 17/18th March.
As last year, the Format will be simple pre plot
followed by a 170mile route
(including transport sections and 2 miles of
whites) on maps 97& 96
We will again run the Harry and Ivy 12 car rally
along side the main event.
In order to run this event successfully we will
need many marshals.

'Bulldog Rally
23/24 March 2012

One Event - four individual rallies.
Host Town - Welshpool, Powys.
Rally HQ - Welshpool Livestock Sales.
17th consecutive year of sponsorship
by Bulldog Security Products
The date for 2012 Bulldog International
Rally of North Wales is confirmed as
Friday 23 and Saturday 24 March. The
If you can marshal or help any way date change was made at the request
of the Forestry Commission, who are
please contact Steve Head
providing the all-gravel special stages.
Steve Head. 07771 516148
The event features four individual ralsteveteampenguin@aol.com
lies:
Regs out now : www.klmc.org
International - round two of the sixPotential entrants should contact Dan Willan
round MSA British Rally Championship
Dan Willan. dtwillan@btconnect.com
*(www.rallybrc.co.uk).
National A - round two of the eightGremlin Rally. March 3rd & 4th
Regulations will be available shortly for the Bre- round Kololi Beach Club MSA British
Historic Rally Championship
con MC organised Old Forge Garage Gremlin
(www.hrcr.co.uk).
Rally.. The 2012 Gremlin will run entirely to the
WAMC rules this year and the club looks forward National B - qualifying for the Hankook
MSA Welsh National Rally Championto welcoming competitors old and new.
ship (www.wnrc.co.uk), the Production
Put March 3rd & 4th in your diaries!!
BRC (www.rallybrcproduction.co.uk).
Regs will be sent out to last years competitors
and the Association of North Western
and WAMC contenders. Regs will also soon be
Car Clubs Championship
available at www.breconmotorclub.co.uk
(www.anwcc.org).
2012 ANWCC ROAD RALLY National B - round two of the BRC
Challenge (www.brcchallenge.co.uk).
CHAMPIONSHIP ROUNDS
* Regulations and entry forms for the
DATE
EVENT
CLUB
2012 BRC are now available from their
Mar 10 /11
Moonbeam Rally
website.
Welshpool welcomes the event's reMar 17/18
Lonsdale Belt Road Rally
turn; to assist with arranging accommoMar 24 /25
Express Motors Rali Llyn
dation, the Tourist Information Centre
Apr 14 /15 VK Derbyshire Rally
has a booking service on email: ticApr 28 /29
Night Owl Rally May
welshpool@btconnect.com or call
May 05 /06
Border 100 Rally
01938 552043. Please mention
May 12 /13 Altratech 061 Road Rally
"Bulldog Rally" when using this service.
May 19 /20
Eagle Rally
Documentation, Media Office, ScrutiJun 09 /10 GP Memorial Rally
neering, Service Area and Rally ConJun 16 /17
Rali Bro Ddyfi
trol for the International Rally, the BRC
Jun 23 /24
PK Memorial Rally
Challenge and the National event are
Jul 14 /15
Drystone Rally
all based at the Welshpool Livestock
Jul 21 /22 Morecambe Rally
Sales site at Buttington (on the outAug 04 /05
Barcud Rally
skirts of Welshpool, on the A483).
Aug 11 /12
Y Rali Gogledd Cymru
Sep 01 /02
E Roberts Memorial Rali Meirion The Start and Finish of these three rallies will be in Welshpool.
Sep 09
Cwrt Garage Ystwyth Rally
Details for the Bulldog Historic Rally
Sep 15 /16
Rali Môn
will be announced as soon as possible.
Sep 22 /23 Clitheronian Road Rally
The partnership with Shropshire-based
Oct 06 /07
Breidden Rally
Bulldog Security Products
Oct 20 /21 Illuminations Rally
(www.bulldogsecure.com) began in
Oct 27 /28
Cilwendeg Rally
1995 and is one of the longest-running
Nov 03 /04
Dansport Rally
sponsorships in the BRC.
For preliminary news and information
Reserve Events
from the 2012 Bulldog Rally and CopyOct 06 /07
Jackson Trophy Rally
right-Free images of the winners of the
Nov 03 /04
Rali Bryniau Clwyd
Download the ANWCC Championship Registra- 2011 Bulldog International Rally,
please visit: www.bulldog-rally.co.uk.
tion form from :
For more information, please contact
www.anwcc.org/2012-comp-reg.htm
Bulldogrally@jhmm.co.uk.

Date Event
MARCH

Location

Pendle & DMC AND Garstang & Preston MC

3
4
8-11
11
11
11
17
17-18
18
18
23-24
25
25
25
29-1

Malcolm Wilson Rally
Mid-Wales Stages
Rally Mexico

Cockermouth
Wales
Mexico

Jack Neal Memorial Rally

Blyton

The Lee Holland
Memorial Trophy Stage Rally
Sunday 18th March 2012

Roskirk Stages
Wigan
Tour of Epynt
Mid Wales
Border Counties Rally
Jedburgh
Bovington Stage Rally
Dorset
Flying Fortress Stages
Kettering
Lee Holland Memorial Stages, Anglesey
Bulldog Rally
Welshpool
Agbo Rally
Shropshire

SMC Stages

Preston

Tour of Caerwent
Rally de Portugal

South Wales
Portugal

Regulations are now available for

The Roskirk Stages
organised by Blackpool South Shore Motor Club at,
The Three Sisters Race Circuit, Ashton In
Makerfield, Wigan, Lancashire, twelve stages offering 26 miles on all sealed tarmacadam, entry fee
£155.00 with excellent facilities at the race circuit,
download the regs. & entry form at:-

www.bssmc.com
The rally is the first round of The 6R4.com Three Sisters Rally Challenge 2012, the free to enter Challenge
consists of the three rallies to be run at the venue,
£450.00 of cash prizes to be won, £15.00 for every
class winning, driver & co-driver in all five classes on
each rally. The 6R4.com Three Sisters Rally Challenge
2012, regulations can be downloaded at:-

www.wiganmotorclub.org.uk

2300Club Ltd
The Mullard Trophy Road/Historic Rally

29th Sept 2012

Morecambe Car Club
will be Celebrating
its 60th Year in 2012

On the

16th June
They will be running the

60th Anniversary
Diamond Jubilee
Illuminations Tour.
The route is being put together by Mr.Fred Bent
and will follow some of the Motoring News
Road Rally Championships Illumination Rally
Lake District classic routes
visit :
www.morecambecarclub.co.uk

at Ty Groes, Anglesey
Regs & Entry form available at

http://www.gpmc.org.uk/id7.html
Clitheroe & District Motor Club

The Jack Neal Memorial Rally
Sunday 11th March 2012,

at Blyton Airfield
Map Ref. 112/ 877 953 – DN21 3PE

Regs available at : http://www.cdmconline.com/
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The intention is to publish this Magazine on the last
Thursday of each month. It will be emailed to
SD34MSG Delegates to distribute as they wish to their
relevant Club Members. The Magazine would be

much better with MORE reports from both
Clubs and their members Please note the deadline for inclusion is the Tuesday before the last Thursday of the Month If the Magazine is a little later than
above - it is probably because I am waiting for a promised report or everyone has sent me copy at the last
minute - on deadline date - rather than sending bits and
pieces as they occur. Email Reports to
Maurice Ellison at : sd34news@mail.com

