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Chairman's Chat 
I hope you are all keeping safe? Motorsport events are starting to happen. The extra work that just one team put 

in, so that a weekend’s events at Blackburn Services could run, was just unbelievable. 

To run a paper free event with all marshals and competitors filling in the online forms and self-declarations was a 

challenge that the Event Secretary (Tracey Smith) got stuck into. Additional work on the Risk Assessments and 

Incident Plans to include Covid-19 risks, extra signs to be made for the event, ended up with Jim Livesey and my-

self, with several versions over the first two weeks in July! The site inspection also was well worth the visit, as 

three extra portakabins had also appeared on site since out last event! Site/test plans to amend. 

The option to cancel the event due to the Covid-19 outbreak was always a choice. We also needed to nominate a 

Covid-19 Officer. When it comes down to the volunteers we have in motorsport, Jim Livesey said he work take that 

role on as well for the event, as it was his old day job! Jim was the Public Protection Manager, and the Deputy 

Head of the Local Authorities EHO team before retirement! 

By the Tuesday before the event, we thought all was well. All updated documents had been sent to Motorsport UK 

and the team was looking forward to the event. 

BUT Blackburn was now the top of the UK for covid-19 infections! The team looked at the entry and marshals who 

would come to the event. We decided that none came from the local areas that had problems with Covid and there 

would be little cross over from local population and our competitors and marshals.  

Then at 9:30pm on Thursday, I get a phone call from one of our marshals to contact a Police Sergeant in 

Darwen, which was an involved conversation!  By 11PM, I had sent off, copies of the event Risk Assessment, Inci-

dent plan and the event Final Instruction These got reviewed by the Local Authority’s, Events Safety Advisory 

Group (ESAG) on the Friday! At 3pm, as we were setting up the event, I had a phone call from the local Authority 

Leisure (FM) Facilities Manager (ESAG Chair) giving the weekend’s events the Green light! 

Over the weekend, we had several visits by Lancashire Police, and no issues were raised by them. The site was 

as safe as we could make it for the competitors, marshals and those watching. The Police Sergeant when he visit-

ed on the Saturday; thought what a great sport AutoSOLO/Autotests are and got quite interested! 

Looking back, it was a close run thing, but the homework and planning by the team paid off. The Risk Assess-

ments and Incident Plans on file ready, for any questions, helped bring a motorsport event to actually happen. 

Thanks to all the team and a small number of marshals on the day. 

See the reports Pages 26-28. 

Stay Safe 

Steve Johnson 

SD34MSG Chairman  

2300 MC 

Andy Mort Tour 

17th October  

2020 Andy Mort Tour 17th October,        Who is up for it?  

Another fantastic route. With measures in place from MSUK and GOV covid19 guidlines to ensure a safe event for 

all.  

Sadly at this time there will be no evening meal or speaker - just a good old fashioned navigational run with great 

cars & great people.  

There will be a full refund If we have to cancel the event. If there is enough initial interest we will proceed with an 

online entry system.  

Keep an eye out for details soon on Facebook , Instagram & website www.2300club.org  

Not our usual level of event but our usual high standard!  

http://www.2300club.org/


Comprising the following 11 Clubs 

 

 Blackpool South Shore Motor Club 
 www.bssmc.com  

 

 Chester Motor Club 
 www.chestermotorclub.co.uk 

 

 Clitheroe & District Motor Club 
 www.clitheroedmc.co.uk 

 

 Ecurie Royal Oak Motor Club 
  www.eromc.co.uk 

 

 Fylde Motor Sport Club 
 www.fyldemotorsportclub.co.uk 

 

 Garstang & Preston MC 
 www.gpmc.org.uk 

 

 High Moor Motor Club 
  www.hmmc.co.uk  

 

 Preston Motorsport Club 
 www.facebook.com/prestonmotorsportclub 

 

 Stockport 061 Motor Club 
 www.stockport061.co.uk 

 

 Warrington & District Motor Club 
 www.warringtondmc.org 

 

 Wallasey Motor Club 
 www.wallaseymc.com 

 
 

Website : www.nwstages.co.uk  
Mark Wilkinson - secretary@nwstages.co.uk  

 Contacts 

 

President  : Alan Shaw 
U18 Championship    shawalan555@gmail.com  
Marshals Compiler  01282-602195 
C.P.O.   
 

Vice President  : Les Fragle 
  les.fragle@gmail.com 
  01995-672230   
 

Chairman   : Steve Johnson 
    steve.amsc@gmail.com 
    07718 051 882 

 

Secretary : James Swallow 
   jamesswallow87@gmail.com  

  07807 211829 

 

Vice Chairman  : Bill Wilmer 
Safety Radio                 MSUK Radio Co-ordinator
        Gemini Communications 
       07973-830705 
       w.wilmer@btinternet.com 
 

Treasurer   :  Steve Butler 

Road Rally     steven.butler9@btinternet.com  
 

Lancashire RLO  :  Chris Woodcock 
MSUK Rallies Committee   pdschris@aol.com 

Chairman of ANCC     01254-681350 
 

Sprint /Hillclimb : Steve Price 
      sp.sales739@gmail.com 
 

League Compiler  : Steve Lewis 
Individual Compiler    slewisbb1@gmail.com  
 

None Race/Rally :  Tracy Smith 
& Stage Rallies      tracey.amsc@hotmail.com 

Website     www.sd34msg.org 
   

Registrations  : David Barratt 
         davidpbarratt@gmail.com 
 `        01254-384127 
 

Newsletter   :   Maurice Ellison 
    sd34news@gmail.com 
    07788-723721 

ADVERTISING  
in ‘SPOTLIGHT’ 

Readership in Excess of 15,000 
1/4 page (ish - we are very flexible) advert  
for a full 12 issues (1 year) for just £100 

Sent to all 25 member clubs and then  

forwarded to club members + another 7000+  
on the distribution list  

(29 X 100 + 7000 = 10,000+ readers) 

And sent to all SD34MSG, 
ANWCC and ANCC clubs  

All advertising revenue helps to fund SD34MSG 
Contact either Les Fragle, Maurice Ellison  

or Steve Johnson for more details 

 

Steve Johnson   

07718 051 882  steve.amsc@gmail.com 

Les Fragle    01995-672230   les.fragle@gmail.com 

Maurice Ellison 07788-723721 sd34news@gmail.com 
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Accrington MSC 
Contact  : David Barratt 
Email   : davidpbarratt@gmail.com 
Tel.   : 01254-384127 
Website  : www.accrington-msc.org 
 

Airedale & Pennine MCC 
Contact  : John Rhodes 
Email   : rhodesj3@sky.com 
Tel.   : 07913 649131 
Website  : www.apmcc.co.uk 

 

Blackpool South Shore MC 
Contact : Dave Riley 
Email  : rileydavea@virginmedia.com   
Website : www.bssmc.com 
 

Bolton-le-Moors MC 
Contact  : Jack Mather 
Email  : jackmather95@hotmail.co.uk  
Website : http://blmcc.co.uk/  
 

Boundless by CSMA (NW) 
Contact : Steve Johnson 
Email  : steve.amsc@gmail.com 
Tel.  : 01254-392663 
Mob.  : 07718 051 882  
 

Clitheroe & DMC 
Contact : Maurice Ellison 
Email  : sd34news@gmail.com 
Tel.  : 01524-735488 
Mob.  : 07788-723721 
Website : www.clitheroedmc.co.uk 
 

Garstang & Preston MC 
Contact : Les Fragle 
Email  : les.fragle@gmail.com 
Tel.  : 01995-672230 
Website : http://gpmc.org.uk/ 

 

High Moor MC 
Contact : Gary Heslop 
Email  : gary.heslop@btinternet.com 
Tel.  : 0161-6430151 
Mob.  : 07973-816965  
Website : www.hmmc.co.uk 

  

Hexham & DMC  
Contact : Ed Graham 
Email :  : edgraham01@sky.com 
Tel.  : 0161-2919065 
Website  : www.hexhammotorclub.co.uk 

 

Knowldale CC 
Contact : Stephen Broadbent 
Email  : sbroadbent402@hotmail.com 
Tel  : 07745 934895 
Website  : www.knowldale.co.uk 

 

Knutsford  & DMC 
Contact  :  Mike Vokes 
Email  :  vokes@hotmail.co.uk   
Website :  www.knutsfordmotorclub.co.uk 
Tel.  :  07745-371386 
 

Lightning MSC 
Contact : Andy Rhodes 
Email  : andy.rhodes@btinternet.com 
Tel.  : 01772-632820 
 

Lancashire A.C. 
Contact :  Chris Lee 
Email   :  info@lancsautoclub.com 
Tel.      :  07831-124417  
Website :  www.lancsautoclub.com 

Longton & DMC 
Contact :  Paul Tipping 
Email    :  paul.tipping@uwclub.net  
Website :  www.longton-dmc.co.uk  
 
 

Liverpool MC 
Contact : John Harden 
Tel.  : 0161-9697137 
Email  : lmc-chairman@liverpoolmotorclub.com 
Website  : www.liverpoolmotorclub.com 
 
 

Manx  AS 
Contact : Mark Quayle 
Email  : pdschris@aol.com 
Tel.  : 07973-830695 
Website : www.manxautosport.org  
 
 

Mull CC 
Contact : Chris Woodcock 
Email  : pdschris@aol.com 
Tel.  : 07973-830695 
Website : www.mullcarclub.co.uk 

 
 

Pendle & DMC 
Contact : Ray Duckworth 
Email  : raymond.duckworth@btinternet.com 
Tel.  : 01282-812551   
Mob.  : 07484161972 
Website : www.pendledistrictmc.co.uk 

 
 

Preston MC 
Contact  : Terry May 
Email   : telden46@blueyonder.co.uk 
Tel.   :  
Website  : www.prestonmotorsport.club 
 
 

U17MC-NW 
Contact : Steve Johnson 
Email  : steve.amsc@gmail.com 
Tel.  : 07718 051 882 
Website : www.u17mc-northwest.org.uk 
 

Stockport061MC 
Contact : Mark Wilkinson 
Email  : info@stockport061.co.uk 
Tel.  : 07879-657580 
Website : www.stockport061.co.uk 
 

Wallasey MC 
Contact : Steve Price 
Email            : sp.sales739@gmail.com 
Tel.  :  07814 953346 
Website : www.wallaseymc.com 
 
 

Warrington & DMC 
Contact : Ann McCormack 
Email  : annmccormack13@yahoo.com  
Website : www.warringtondmc.co.uk 
 
 

Wigan & DMC 
Contact : Tony Lynch 
Email  : rallycrosser790@aol.com  
Website : www.wiganmotorclub.org.uk  
 
 

2300 Club 
Contact : Neil Molyneux 
Email  : 2300@fcs-uk.com 
Website : www.2300club.org 
 

SD34MSG  
Member Clubs & Contact Details 

LIMITED 
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Rallying Rambles   
(tales of an obsession with motor sport) 

By Bill Honeywell © 

The 1983 Motoring News Road Rally Championship 

John Meadows and I had decided to contest as many Motoring News Rally Championship rounds as we could in 

1983.  Our budget was little better than a shoestring, and 

we knew we couldn’t afford all of them, but we’d have a go, 

concentrating on the NW of England, and Wales.  Top 

crews included Mick Briant/Dave Kirkham, Mike 

Hutchinson/Nigel Harris, Ron Beecroft/John Millington, 

Theo Bengry/Paul Watkins… the list of top drivers just went 

on and on.  Elfyn Evans’s dad, Gwyndaf, was very very 

quick in the Welsh lanes as I remember. 

The first event we tackled was the Agbo, in Wales, and this 

represented a steep learning curve.  Here we were, capa-

ble of winning events at home, driving well (so we thought) 

and finishing only just inside the points in 14th.  We learnt 

very quickly that we would have to go a lot quicker! 

We had a regular service crew – Pete Croft and Mick Fishlock – and the routine was that we’d load the car on to the 

trailer on Saturday in good time to set off for the rally start.  Apart from Mull, the furthest was the Cilwendeg 

(Newcastle Emlyn) but there were others in Wales including the Cambrian News and the Eagle.  I know Pete and 

Mick enjoyed being part of our ‘campaign’.  The first task at all rally starts was the noise test, then scrutineering.  All 

events had a noise meter and if the car exceeded 78 dBA 

you had to make it quieter or not be allowed to start. 

Pete would insist that the marshals tested the car whilst it 

was still on the trailer, always saying “There’s no point tak-

ing it off and then loading it back on again if it fails”… which 

it never did.  But it made the officials smile. 

One week after the Gremlin we were back in Wales, this 

time on the Agbo, with an improved result of 11
th
, and then 

came Otley DMC’s Colman Tyres.  Much of the route was 

on Ron Beecroft’s doorstep, the first selective was wreathed 

in thick fog and all I could think of was how unbelievably 

quick Ron was in fog.  So I tried as hard as I could, until the 

road went square right and I didn’t!  No damage but it took 

several minutes to get the wheels back on to tarmac, by which time we were well out of the points.  Looking at the 

selective times afterwards though, I worked out we would have been fourth overall without that off – on a Motoring 

News event.  Mind you, it was a tough rally, with no more than 17 cars finishing without a fail! But we could do it, if we 

kept trying! 

Drifting nicely - apologies for the poor photographs! 

June arrived, and Valerie was expecting to give birth to our #2 on the 18th.  Which just happened to be the same 

date at the Cambrian News Rally which started – I think – in Aberystwyth.  With impeccable timing, the Eagle Rally 

would start from nearby Newtown, Powys, only two weeks later.  I explained to Val that I may as well enter, because 

babies NEVER arrive on the day they’re due.  Do they? And fortunately child #2 – which, despite the fact that neither 

scans nor gender predictions were generally available in 1983, was definitely going to be a boy – remained firmly in 

utero come Saturday, and so off we set with Peter and Mick. 

 Continued on Page 7 



We were going quite well and probably heading for a finish just inside the top ten when… well, the weekend before 

had been very wet – wet enough to make a river down some farmer’s access track and cover the road in gravel;  but 

the rest of the week had been dry and warm.  John and I were catching the car in front – we were only about 10 sec-

onds behind him;  he went through the gravel and kicked up a huge thick plume of dust, which I entered, couldn’t see 

a damn thing, and as the road went left, I went straight on.  Up a slight bank to the point where the car simply toppled 

sideways and over on to its roof. 

My third roll, first as a driver, and I hadn’t realised how experienced John was at exiting an inverted motor car.  My 

first thought was “Tell him not to unbuckle his seat belt before supporting his weight, or he’ll bang his head” – I turned 

towards him to speak – only to see the soles of his trainers, the last things to go through the open side window.  John 

certainly knew how to make a rapid escape! 

End of rally.  Still no mobile phones, so after we got the car 

on the trailer, and (it was almost the longest day of the 

year) in morning daylight, we set off back home, looking for 

one of those red things – yes, a phone box.  I rang Val 

soon after 6 am to say we were on our way home. 

“Everything alright?” “Well, we’ve had a slight accident..” 

“How bad is it?” “The windscreen’s broken.  See you soon 

x.” 

At least Val was still pregnant when I got home.  Pete and 

Mick said that they would take the car and have it repaired 

and ready for the Eagle in two weeks’ time.  In the mean-

time, they said, I was under strict instructions to forget 

about rallying and look after Val and the new baby, when-

ever it decided to arrive.  It didn’t want to (it was definitely a 

boy) so on the following Thursday morning Val was admit-

ted to Blackburn Royal to be induced.  Still the baby was 

reluctant to enter the world, until at 4 am on Friday, after I’d been kicked out of the delivery room (“We need to do an 

inspection”) and then scolded for falling asleep, Catherine Anne Honeywell was born. She’d just have to get used to 

blue wallpaper… 

They used to keep mums and babies in hospital for a lot longer back then.  After a couple of days at Blackburn, and 

another three or four at Bramley Meade, mum came home with new daughter… 

and I went back to Wales to do the Eagle Rally.  I hadn’t seen the car for two weeks.  It arrived on the trailer bang on 

time – with a furniture caster fastened to each corner of the roof.  Pete and Mick refused to let them be removed until 

after scrutineering. 

We were getting the hang of those tight Welsh lanes, finishing just inside the top ten I think.  One of the great joys of 

rallying was the brakes set-up – discs on the back, twin master-cylinders in a pedal box, attached by a threaded bar 

so you could alter the balance between front and rear, and the hydraulic pipes run inside the car, partly for protection 

and partly so that you could also have an hydraulic handbrake, operating another master cylinder in series.  Pull the 

handbrake and the rear wheels lock, at virtually any speed. 

This is especially useful in Wales where the roads can be very narrow and many junctions meet at ridiculously acute 

angles, where it is physically impossible to drive the junction.  Once you master the art of throwing the car in, dipping 

the clutch, pulling the handbrake, getting half way round and then letting the clutch out in first gear with lots of revs to 

maintain the slide… there are very few feelings quite as satisfying.  It was also necessary to STOP at T-junctions 

with a Give Way sign.  Stopping with both front wheels at the line meant setting off and turning at the same time, and 

you don’t get the power down too well.  A number of drivers, including me, had (almost) mastered the art of hand-

braking the car on to the line, pointing in the direction you wanted to leave – in a much straighter line, with better ac-

celeration.  But this was to be our downfall later in the year… 

We were somewhere in the teens in the championship but now had a full run of every event to the end of the season 

- the Devil’s Own, R L Brown (Lake District), Bolton Midnight (on our patch), Mull, and that absolute classic, the Cil-

wendeg (deepest SW Wales) to go.  And we were improving all the time… 

Erm, yes officer,  
I am approaching a hairpin right..! 

Continued on Page 8 

Rallying Rambles 
Continued from Page 6 



Rally Rambles  
Continued from Page 7 

At the start of the Devil’s Own – a bit more local, and an event I’ve 

won, albeit as navigator, I had a look at the other cars and realised I 

was the highest-seeded car NOT on racing tyres.  And I smiled.  NW 

England?  Even in August at least half those cars would have tyres 

way below their optimum temperature for most of the night.  We had a 

much better result this time, despite a very ‘hairy’ moment on Lythe 

Fell.  Cross o’Greet / Lythe Fell is without doubt my favourite 

road.  Moorland, blind brows, long drops, the occasional deceptive 

bend but with some really high speed sections as well, it has just 

about everything.  I spectated once, and after the top ten had gone 

through I turned to Val and said “Jeez, these boys are going fast!” to which she calmly replied “Well, you nearly al-

ways beat all of them,” which was a nice thing to say. 

Anyway, we were on notes (legally) and about 400m from the summit (Cross o’Greet) had the mother and father of 

moments over a crest.  How we kept it on the road I will never know to this day, but we did, I recovered my compo-

sure and we continued.  At the finish I said “John, make sure you tighten that up before next time.”… which was only 

six weeks later in September, on the Bolton Midnight.  I’d forgotten all about it, until we were queueing at the start – 

so I said to John “You did tighten up that crest on the notes didn’t you?” and he replied, all matter-of-fact, “Nope.” 

That got a reaction – “NOPE? What do you mean? Why not?”  “Well,” said John, “I thought ‘We must have taken two 

seconds off the field on that one crest alone, and we didn’t crash, so I thought we could do it again.’”  Needless to 

say, I probably backed off at every crest from half a mile before this time!! 

We had some alternator problems which cost us time, but managed a reasonable 8th overall, only 3½ minutes off 4th, 

and were looking forward to a grandstand finish over the last four events! 

By Bill Honeywell © 

Mark Lowe  
As you are all probably aware Mark Lowe recently passed away due to Covid complications. Mark was an x-ray por-
ter at the local James Cook hospital as well as a big fan of rallying and speedway. 
With the permission of Marks partner Amanda ,Roy Barwick, Mick Welford and myself have produced a marshals 
sticker in memory of Mark. 
They are approx 5 inch by 3 inch vinyl stickers. If people would like one or more we are suggesting a donation of £4 
Inc P &P per sticker. 
Proceeds will go to Amanda and the two boys. 

If people want one they can contact me by email. paul.swainson3@ntlworld.com 



Tour of Hamsterley 2015 – A view from Car 32 
 The story of our “Tour” this year starts back in June 

on the Carlisle Stages. For various reasons Carlisle 

was the first event we could get to compete on this 

year.  Partly due to pressure of work on my part. The 

same pressures that have led to me spending very 

little time at home during weekdays.  Only getting to 

see my own bed typically for a Friday to Sunday. 

 So, the Friday morning of scrutineering for the 2015 

Carlisle saw me catch the 06:00 Ryan Air flight out of 

Krakow (Poland, where I’d been for an International 

Standards Conference) into Stanstead for 08:00. Fol-

lowed by a 1.5 hour queue to get through immigration 

and passport checks! So much for the supposed bene-

fits of having only “carry on” cabin bags to speed the 

airport transition? Then a long drive directly up to 

Longtown to meet Keith, who had Kermit the green 

Avenger in tow, quite literally. Having packed my Hel-

met, Overalls and Notes in the car the weekend be-

fore.  

 No probs for Kermit at scrut but an opportunity for a 

refreshing chat on non-work topics with a friendly face 

in the shape of Mark Casey. Which led to Mark joining 

us for a bite of supper in Gretna. Before Keith and I 

settled into our first opportunity to run through the 

Notes together against the Patterson DVD.  Carlisle 

was our best event of 2014, winning our class in the 

RAC Historic series, so optimism was high.  

 The first stage went steadily enough, with Kermit 

seeming perhaps a little down on power. Timing to be 

checked at service then. The stage start at SS2, Scot-

tish Kershope, was manned by Geoff Balls and others 

from Northallerton. But soon after we left the start line 

Kermit began to falter. Progressing only around half a mile before flames erupted from the front, reaching up through 

the grille and around the bonnet sides quite spectacularly. So Keith was frantically trying to find somewhere to pull 

over – not easy on that part of the Kershope stage, while I reached for the extinguisher pull. 

  Although not quite so scary as being inside a plastic bodied Darrian that was properly on fire (we did that a couple 

of years ago together, during the Richard Burns Memorial Rally at RAF Marham, but that’s another story!) This was 

nevertheless a moment when wearing full flame proof overalls, underwear and balaclava seemed quite a Good Idea!  

I guess those do give you a little extra survival time? Slightly more surprising though, this turned out to be one of 

those occasions when an AFFF extinguisher proved adequate to actually put out the fire, on its own. Thanks to good 

positioning of the plumbed in nozzles by Keith, during the car’s build. There was still plenty of engine and engine bay 

damage though. 

 While Keith remained with Kermit to ensure he didn’t set fire to the forest, it was my duty to jog back to Geoff to 

report our demise to the stage start radio. Game Over. 

 It was while searching for historically correct replacement parts for the extensive re-build required, that  Keith 

discovered one of our 2014 RAC championship rival Avengers was for sale. That of Graham Thatcher.  A car not 

normally seen outside Wales. Although a couple of years older than Kermit from the Coventry factory, the car was 
reasonably well prepped, if also a little well “used”.  

Continued on Page 10 
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Nevertheless it offered a route back to event readi-

ness that was more promising of quick success than 

re-building Kermit. So a purchase was duly made via 

the hands of Ian Beveridge, the regular Historic com-

petitor more normally seen in Volvos.  “The Red 

Avenger” arriving in the Potto Shed a couple weeks 

before Hamsterley. Requiring only the in-date seats 

and belts from Kermit (and one of the other Avengers 

in various states of dismantledness also in The Shed). 

I managed a brief seat fitting the weekend prior, so 

with a small adjustment to our entry details we were 

Hamsterley ready. 

 Hamsterley CoC, Steve Waggett , is a former co-

driver of Keith’s from Road Rally Avenger days, so was keen to see us out to join the two other Avengers entered. 

Our entry had therefore been on the list for some while. Also encouraged by this being the first round of the new 

Northern Forest Challenge comprising Hamsterley, Malton, Grizedale and the Riponian. (An excellent initiative by 

the way and one we are keen to support). Steve and joint CoC Derek Holgate had even arranged for an extra 

“Avenger Award” for the first Hillman home, with help from awards sponsor Peter Stephenson, Mr Able UK and a 

great supporter of stage rallying in the NE.  

 The new Scrutineering, Service and Finish venue at Streatlam near Barnard Castle proved perfectly fit for pur-

pose. So with scruting the “new” car and the formalities over on Friday evening, our regular service team of Ian and 

Colin were at a loss for the normal pre-event sweepstake of how many stages we would complete before retiring.   

Saturday morning brought the rain that the lovely Carol had predicted so accurately on Friday morning.  

Normal Hamsterley weather then! We opted for a unspectacular (in theory) run through King’s Crag. Getting to 

know the car, as this was the first opportunity to actually use it in anger on the loose.  Keith finding the rear suspen-

sion in particular stiffer than Kermit’s set up. Unfamiliarity contributing to an encounter at the very first bale chicane. 

When our Avenger decided it was love at first sight with the third bale of the sequence – so immediately tried to ma-

te with it!  (I thought Welsh cars were more fond of sheep? Must be an Avenger thing?) The rather surprised bale 

then falling over backwards in shock and proceeded to roll into our path again on the stage road. Having success-

fully poured the proverbial bucket of cold water over the mating pair (i.e. selected reverse gear!), we manoeuvred 

around it and proceeded without further mishap. Our thanks go to the marshals at that point for the extra work we 

created to place the bale back in its proper spot.  

 Despite the bale mating moment, we soon discovered we were second fastest in class at that point, to Elliot Re-

tallick in “The White Avenger”.  Elliot is no stranger to us, having been in the past among the quickest drivers in the 

Pat Flynn “205 Challenge” against Keith’s son Andy. Tim Tugwell was on the notes for Elliot, the Avenger actually 

being Tim’s car. Tim and Elliot sporting matching overalls in official and original UK Peugeot Challenge colours. 

Tim’s being sort of familiar, till I realised these were the self same overalls I had bought new a few years ago. Then 

sold them on to Tim at the Riponian scrutineering the year when that was the first event after the homologation re-

quirements changed and Tim discovered his old overalls didn’t pass muster any more. Strange then that Tim report-

ed recently having the exact same problem with them that I’d started to get – that they’d “shrunk in the wash” so 

were a tighter fit than they had been originally!  Couldn’t possibly be due to expanding waistlines of course! Collec-

tively though, this all made for some good inter-crew craic at start and service. 

 We upped our pace through Strawberry Bank. While Elliot and Tim it appeared, spent 4 minutes extracting them-

selves from one of Hamsterley’s notorious ditches. We did a little “ditch cleaning” in Hamsterley ourselves last year. 

So we had some sympathy for them – but only a little as our 1600cc class rivals!   

 The first run through Raby Castle proved what a cracking little stage this is. Very reminiscent in all sorts of ways 

to parts of the military restricted roads found within the Salisbury Plain training area around the disused Imber Vil-

lage. Just considerably shorter than those in mileage. Happily the short section on gravel through the trees proved 

much more grippy this year than last. So fewer trees were prepared to jump out at the passing cars.  

 Results promptly handed out at Service by Matthew Atkinson showed us leading the 1600 Historics.  But little did 

we know at that point that Messrs May in their Mk1 Mexico running at car 45 had actually pipped us. As their times 

were not received at that point. Fair do’s mind. They were driving well.  
Continued on Page 11 
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Ian and Colin got stuck in at Service to fettling 

a cracked exhaust – successfully. During the 

only fine moment of the day it seemed. Thanks 

guys. So the afternoon was to be a repeat of 

the morning.  With two runs at Raby this time – 

yum!  Kings Crag went without mishap on our 

part, apart from catching our “minute men” 

ahead in the 206, who moved over at the first 

opportunity. Grand!  Followed by the Isle of 

Man lads in the BMW 325 who did likewise. 

The roads by this point were starting to cut up 

quite a bit, as the relentless rain softened up 

the sub-surface. Typical Hamsterley again 

then?  Especially the parts that had new mate-

rial added to them since last year. It seemed 

much of the new material consisting of half-

brick sized cobbles. The Avenger handled 

these well though.  

 For the second run through Strawberry Bank 

we followed car 27 to the stage start.  The 

Mexico of erstwhile and respected crew of 

Whitby MC compatriots Mike Thornton and 

“Chairman Dave” Scrimgour. We were slightly 

surprised therefore when we found ourselves 

on their tail with a mile or so to go. Keeping up 

with them for a few corners, before they took a 

surprise action to delay us – by throwing a 

wheel in our direction. LOL! It didn’t appear to 

be the spare either.  More the left front which 

dropped onto the disc – not that this slowed 

Mike by much. Dodging the flying wheel as it 

bounced its way off to the trees, we did wonder 

if we should stop to collect it for them – but it 

had disappeared totally by then. So we pulled 

past the 3 wheels on my Escort wagon at the 

following junction. Arriving at the stage finish 

with the Escort not far behind.  

 The final two runs round a drying Raby were 

great. Losing the brakes on the Avenger just 

as we reached the stop line!  (A loose union it 

later transpired).   Phew!  Back at Streatlam, 

results were announced almost as soon as we 

had the brakeless Avenger stowed on the trail-

er. Awards were then presented within 30 sec-

onds of the results going final.  We were 

chuffed to bits to be called up twice! Once for 

the Avenger award mentioned. Then again 

soon after for 2nd in the 1600 Historics to the 

flying Mays.  A good start to the NFC then.  

Looking forward to Malton in November, fol-

lowed by Grizedale just 3 weeks later. We still 

don’t have a name for the Welsh Red Avenger 

though.  Suggestions welcome?  

Keith Davison / Henry Richardson,     

Car 32.  :  Ripon Motor Sport Club  

    After the massive emotional roller coaster that Mull had been it 

was good to focus on two events closer to home that hopefully 

would be less intense and fun…and a bit cheaper! After success-

fully completing the Pendragon with Stephen Doherty in his XE 

engined Escort we had agreed to do the Neil Howard at Oulton 

Park as his regular carer, sorry co-driver, was still unavailable so I 

duly turned up on the Friday afternoon at Oulton Park for scruti-

neering.  

 Now to say it was wet on the way down was an understatement 

so it was reassuring to see that Doherty had not lashed out on 

any wet weather tyres at all…. we would be on one of the road 

rally lads favourites the Yoko A021R…which was possibly a good 

choice as it turned out. As an aside Stephen had lashed out the 

greenbacks on a brand new trailer…he was promptly christened 

“Shiny” by Frank his workmate and our service crewman, as by all 

accounts he never buys anything new at work! He had also had a 

bit of rear suspension work done (Watts linkage installed) and the 

brakes bled plus new pads since the Pendragon so after sailing 

through scrutineering we sat on the start line facing the pit barrier 

the following morning with high hopes…a huge 360 rotation after 

the island hairpin on the first lap put paid to the hopes but we did 

laugh I must admit…it was like glass on the curbing! The stage 

layout was better than ever I thought it would be, with a genuine 

“white” type section starting just through a gate at Old Hall and 

coming back out onto the circuit proper at the end of the pit 

straight Armco.  

A Tale of two  
Single Venues 

Neil Howard at Oulton Park & Hall Trophy at Blyton 

Continued on Page 12 
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Oulton Park & Blyton 
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Unfortunately this is where it all came to a shuddering halt on the second stage…just after the tricky muddy left 

hander the Mancunian changed up early into third which was followed by a huge bang followed by acrid oil fumes 

billowing into the cockpit. I hadn’t realized what had happened at first but after pulling over and lifting the bonnet all 

became clear…no4 rod had made a bid for freedom looking at the huge hole in the block! The car has a soft rev limit-

er in place, it hadn’t been pulling a lot of revs at that point, no warning was apparent…but it was definitely rally over. 

Many thanks to the recovery guys…first class job. Since the rally the engine has been stripped down at a well-known 

engine builders near Scorton.suffice to say it seems we were lucky really to have finished the Pendragon…poor at-

tention to detail during assembly by persons unknown. In the last week or so i have heard rumours that a Scorton 

Duratec has been ordered to replace the XE… a good choice I think as should be able to extract enough power 

(without going for broke) for reasonable money which will make this Escort a fun bit of kit next year.  

   In summary a disappointingly short rally but the event did have a good atmosphere and entry, with people spending 

many thousands on specialist SV set ups which wouldn’t have disgraced a special saloons racing grid from my Croft 

spectating days years ago! The continued investment in his circuits by Jonathon Palmer is also obvious…in my mind 

it has never looked better since I first visited in the mid 

70’s, driving my dads SAAB 96.  

HALL TROPHY 
STAGES RALLY 

BLYTON 
 The second event was Clitheroe’s very own Hall Tro-

phy at Blyton. After the truncated Mull rally Ste Hudson 

generously offered me a free seat in the Pug, which, after 

marshaling at Blyton for the last couple of years I was only 

too keen to accept. Hopefully the Pugs initial teething trou-

bles experienced on Mull were now sorted and so on a 

windy and cold Friday afternoon I arrived to help with the 

rally set up…little did we know that this was just a sum-

mery interlude before waking up to near artic cold blasts of 

howling wind early on Saturday morning…it was brassic to 

say the least.  

I had expected the barrels and cones we had care-

fully positioned the day before to be all over Lincolnshire 

but the crack CDMC marshaling team had everything 

ready again for the start on time…even though some of 

the original barrels were still 200 yards away, across fields 

from their initial stage positions! Mr. Hudson and his ser-

vicing crew, consisting of Old Mr. Ste Brock and young 

Ted Brock plus a younger Gussie Hudson (on his first 

event) duly arrived on time and after the scrutineer had got 

over the fact that the car log book was present and correct 

but appeared to describe a completely different car, we 

pulled up at noise just prior to the first stage…. where the 

first reading gave a lowish 112db’s !!! Amazement from 

Heidi the tester plus Hudson and Vart inside the car…..it 

cant be we chorused! Second time around it was still the 

same…..cue a run to warm the engine up but Ste had no-

ticed that the car wasn’t running well at all at low revs…it 

seemed that the throttle pot (no idea what that is tbh !) was 

playing up and the car was overfuelling at small throttle 

openings and low revs.  Continued on Page 13 
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Third time Ste revved it hard to clear it and then very slow-

ly built the revs up to 4.5k RPM ….and hey presto 99db’s 

and Heidi was happy! This issue was to plague us to a de-

gree throughout the day…the car was difficult to get off the 

line and according to onlookers belched out a lot of black 

smoke on take off plus it smelt heavily of fuel inside the car 

for most of the day. At full bore it seemed to clear and run 

well but I think a bit more lap top work will be needed to 

cure it and have it running as it should. It is however still 

fairly rapid I must admit! 

     We duly had a very enjoyable day at another good venue with the real stars being the marshals who stood out all 

day in horrendously cold conditions…they all deserved a medal as big as a banjo in my view…thanks to all. We did 

however have three incidents of note, the first being approximately 150 yards into the first stage! Just as I said to 

Ste…”this could be slippy” we performed a beaut of a gyration on cold tyres….Strictly come Dancing sprang to mind! 

The second involved a debate with a well known road rally driver re whether we had held him up…..we genuinely did-

n’t see him but Hudson was stoked up for a while I must admit….:-). The third incident was on the last stage, held in 

the dark where the car in front thought we were going to pass on the right so moved to the left…just as we moved 

left…. and then across the field in order to avoid him….good job it was relatively level as we managed to turn round 

at speed and regain the tarmac. A bit of a bowel loosener that one! 

      Another well run CDMC event in terrible conditions…ironically the clean up the following morning saw Blyton 

bathed in sun with no breeze at all…..at least we could find all the errant barrels and cones. Great food at the Ingram 

Arms and “The Dukes of Ribblehead” entertained all weekend – everyone just wants to see the photos as Sam dived 

into the drainage ditch as Tim Whiting assaulted the Armco in front of him…Seddy just calmly finished his roll up by 

all accounts and wondered what the fuss was!  

   Thanks to all at CDMC – a good place to be! 

Tony Vart  :  Co-driver Car 34  :  Clitheroe & DMC 

Bolton-le-Moors CC 

January AutoSolo 
Makro, Manchester 
23rd January 2015 

A very bright crisp and sunny Sunday. 7:30 start, Setup the cones and Gazebos etc     28 Entries 

A good solid entry with some experienced drivers. 16 tests were planned for the day with a change of course after 8 

tests. 

A few casualties on the morning tests. The first one was Alex Tunbridge in his Caterham which suffered kerb damage 

(losing the tyre off the rim) but he managed to fix a repair and carried on. 

The Afternoon brought a couple more with Phil Clegg snapping his propshaft in his home built Haynes Kit Car 

3000cc, Next to go was Gary Sherriff in his Ford Fiesta Zetech, he too was a victim of the curbs but more severe than 

that suffered by Alex. Gary managed to bend both the wishbone and the steering arm. Game over. 

The Clubmans AutoSolo brought some good driving throughout the day with Alex Tunbridge taking FTD despite his 

earlier troubles 

In the PCA there were two entries with James Williams dominating in his Nissan Micra 

The National B was a very fierce fought battle between Steve Johnson and Andy Williams. Steve eventually coming 

out as the victor. 

A slick and smoothly run event with many thanks to both the Organisers and the Competitors for making it so 

Results 
Nat B FTD  Steve Johnson 
1

st
 Class A Andy Williams 

1
st
 Class A2 Steve Kennell 

1
st
 Class B Steve Lewis 

1
st
 Class D David Taylor 

FTD Clubmans Alex Tunbridge      
  

Grass Roots 
Motor Sport 

            Steve Price : Bolton-le-Moors CC 



Spotlight On 
ARTHUR SENIOR 

Arthur Senior competed on his 1st rally in 1951, aged 

21, and from there his rally career took off. In 1952, 

the Morecambe Car Club was being formed, he was 

asked to join so he & Bob Baxter [navigator] became 

the 1st non-founder members of the club. 

Throughout the 50s, he competed extensively in his 

road cars...often doing race(s) at Aintree or Oulton 

Park on the Sat, then an night rally followed by an 

autotest or similar on the Sun. Evenings were spent 

preparing the car and car club committee business. 

His regular navigators were the aforementioned Bob 

Baxter [of the Baxter’s Potted Shrimps business] and 

Cec Hall. 

Leonard Lord, boss of Austin / BMC at the time, in-

vited him and Bob down to the factory as Arthur’s 

success in rallying was giving the Austin name a lot 

of publicity....he gave Arthur a car of his choice to 

use in rallies. Sometime later, Austin / BMC set up a 

works team. Leonard Lord wanted Dad in but had 

said he wouldn’t interfere with Marcus Chambers’ 

choice of drivers. Marcus declined to have Dad in 

the team as he wasn’t “old school” and didn’t have 

any continental experience, which was true. When 

Dad did his 1st continental rally, he beat all of Mar-

cus’s protégés.....  

Probably the biggest event he did in the 50s was the 

’59 Monte Carlo Rally...friend and rally rival Bobby 

Parkes had entered in his Jag, with Geoff Howarth 

as co-driver. Bobby went into hospital for an appen-

dix op, he was advised against driving on the rally 

but he insisted on going, but laid out on the back 

seat. Arthur was drafted in as driver, he did all the 

competitive driving, they finished 8th overall and 

leading Jaguar to the team prize. 

Another rally was the 58 or 59 Alpine, Dad cost him 

& Bobby an Alpine Cup by driving too fast! Think of a 

stage bogey time as the ideal time but getting penal-

ised for beating it as on a modern historic regularity. 

The time was supposedly unbeatable and not ex-

pected to be beaten...but Dad beat it over the 

Stelvio. The organisers failed to spot this, didn’t pe-

nalise them.....fellow competitors like Anne Hall in a 

Ford, applauded their efforts and sportingly kept quiet...but a certain Maurice Gatsonides spotted and queried their 

time, thus the organisers had no choice but to penalise them, depriving them of an Alpine Cup.    

 One funny event was at Sherburn-in-Elmet airfield, an informal car event followed by impromptu racing up and 

down the runway.....Dad saw all the cars ahead of him take to the side and grass then he saw a De Havilland 

Rapide aircraft approaching them on take-off!!   

1960 saw a shift in that he took over the Brotherswater Hotel at the foot of Kirkstone in the Lake District. And he had 

a new car, an 850 Mini bought the previous autumn just after they were launched...he was the 1st in Morecambe to 

have one. But he couldn’t afford cost & time-wise to do much rallying.                                                                                               

Continued on Page 15 
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Fortunately, friends like Bobby Parkes and Fred Crossley, 

from Bentham, allowed him to compete with them in their 

cars. On the 62 RAC, Fred & Dad were in Fred’s Mini 

Cooper...halfway, they were 10th overall & leading privateer 

but by the finish they’d incurred time penalties leaving a ser-

vice area having had problems re-fitting the sump guard, so 

dropped out of the top 10. 

One regular couple who visited the pub were Les & Nell 

Cowan and son David from Manchester, who had a caravan 

in nearby Hartsop....Les caught the rally bug from tales of 

rallying, he bought a 1071 S and started competing himself 

and allowed Dad to use it as well. He & Fred used it on the 

63 RAC, again top 10 and leading privateer at halfway, but 

gearbox gave up in South Wales a few stages from the finish 

in Bournemouth. 

Despite not owning his own rally car, Dad was in his prime 

as a driver....this was borne out when he was drafted in to 

the works Reliant team in 1963. Bobby was already there, he 

and Dad [replacing a certain Roger Clark, who hated the Sa-

bre so went to Rover] shared a car on the 1963 Spa-Sofia-

Liege rally on which they retired due to electrical issues...this 

after hitting and killing a wolf in the former Yugoslavia. They 

teamed up again a few months later in the same car, com-

plete with a wolf’s head sticker, on the 1964 Monte Carlo 

Rally. Disaster struck on the Col de Turini when a tyre blow-

out sent them off the edge and back down to the road they’d 

been on a few seconds previously. Fortunately, neither were 

seriously hurt but the factory got more publicity due to the 

strength of the car and how it stood up to being rolled down 

a hillside. If this hadn’t happened and they’d finished, they’d 

have won their class beating the big Ford Falcons etc..... 

Dad’s rallying career wound down shortly after his last event 

in 1966 and up to 1982, had no competitive involvement in 

the sport, but still took me to events like late 60s Players No 

6 Autocrosses [sometimes he was Morecambe CC’s Club 

Steward at their rounds] and TV rallycrosses at Croft whilst I 

was a school kid. He’d moved up to Bishop Auckland in ‘67, 

taking over a garage in Toft Hill, on A68 a few miles from 

Hamsterley, even took me to that forest to watch Roger & 

Tony on their way to victory on the 72 RAC.  On 70s RACs, 

his garage was used by the SAAB & DTV teams for servicing 

before / after Hamsterley. Coincidentally, the DTV manager 

who booked the garage was Colin Francis [RIP], he didn’t 

know Dad then but in the 90s they competed together on 

historic rallies.  

1982, he was invited to take part in a rally, The Golden 50, 

commemorating 50 years of the RAC Rally. He and Bobby 

teamed up again in a borrowed Mini, which he later bought 

as he had to do so much work to prepare the car. Thus be-

gan his 2nd rallying career, this time in historic rallying. There 

were a lot of old rally colleagues, who he hadn’t seen or 

heard from for 15+ years, some commented they recognised 

his driving style and he resumed friendships which lasted till 

now. 

Aug ’82, whilst driving that Mini on an MCC autotest, he suf-

fered a heart attack, he thought it was a sticking gearbox!!  

1992 Charringtons  
(a 3 day Historic Stage Rally) 

Les Cowan navigating  

Continued on Page 16 
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There were a lot of old rally colleagues, who he hadn’t seen 

or heard from for 15+ years, some commented they recog-

nised his driving style and he resumed friendships which 

lasted till now. 

Aug ’82, whilst driving that Mini on an MCC autotest, he 

suffered a heart attack, he thought it was a sticking gear-

box!!  

Things got so bad that in Nov ’84, he had a bypass opera-

tion...supposedly ‘guaranteed’ for 10 years, he survived 

over 31. His determination etc saw him leave hospital with-

in a matter of days. Most people would change their life-

style....not Dad, who with help from doctors and consult-

ants / surgeons who supported his cause, regained his 

MSA licence and resumed rallying in the mid 80s.     

By the late 80s / early 90s, he was very much back in the 

swing of historic rallying, competing on events in the UK 

and Europe. He won the Morecambe Classic Illuminations 

in ’94 with Colin Francis, 37 years after winning it for the 1st 

time in 1957! This was 10 years after his bypass op, aged 

65, beating drivers 1/3rd his age! He did things like Pirelli 

Classic Marathons 1989-91 and Rally of the Tests most 

years, as well as weekend events, with co-drivers Bobby 

Parkes, Les Cowan, Tony Mason, Colin Francis and Mike 

Wood.  

Stage rallies were competed on, events like Coronation 

rallies on Epynt [86] and Pembrey thereafter.....Rohan 

Stages at Oulton Park Nov ’87 between visits by the WRC 

boys on the Network Q.....and multi-day rallies like the 

Charringtons [90 – 92] & Rally Britannia’s [93-95] either in 

the mini, HOB 44D, or a recently built Riley 1.5, which often 

pitted him in the same class as Roger Clark in a Mk 1 Lotus 

Cortina! I sat in with him on quite a few of these stage ral-

lies and the occasional road event, even gaining a Bronze 

Medal and Class win on the 94 Le Jog.  

More health issues affected him in 2007, when he had an-

other successful life-saving op at the Freeman in Newcas-

tle, this to remove an aneurism from his aorta, 23 years 

after his bypass at the same place. He recovered from that 

and still went rallying, but concentrating on HERO / CRA 

rallies as they are closed to club and no MSA licence is 

needed. He felt he wouldn’t pass the MSA’s medicals in-

cluding treadmill tests so wouldn’t get a licence yet could 

still compete on events across Europe or from one end of 

the British Isles to the other without one....ho hum!!  

He struggled to walk far [his walking stick was made by 

Coopers, was quickly referred to by me as a Cooper S 

stick] and was a Blue badge holder but that didn’t stop him 

from competing, now with Chris Sheridan. He was unable 

to even bend down to say, change a wheel or stand for 

long over the bonnet, so needed a younger navigator, hence Chris [my co-driver on stage events] stepping in as he 

is a better navigator than me and can operate the spanners [I’m no mechanic]. Dad’s last rally was in the 2013 

RoTT, some 62 years after his first one.....   

Not a bad rallying career for someone who never took or passed a driving test! He was given his driving licence 

without the need to take a test whilst doing National Service at Weeton in the late 40s. 

Sadly Arthur passed away on the 1st of February 2016 

Continued on Page 17 

2008 Classic Marathon at top of  
Tre Cime (outside Cortina) 

From Here 

To Here 



 Chris Sheridan (Left) and Arthur Senior  
on the 2013 Rally of The Tests 

Back in 2013 I was still a smoker and Chris, Arthur 
and I would meet up outside the Hotel to get our 

Nicotine fix after Dinner and discuss the trials and 
tribulations of that day        

Maurice 

 the 2 photos above are exactly 50 years apart. 

 Nov. 1963 RAC  & Nov 2013 Rally of The Tests  

Arthur Senior  :  a little bit more Malton MC 

RYEMOOR  
TROPHY  

Road Rally 
2013 

Well the season is on us again so for me that 

mean’s it’s time for the Ryemoor my traditional sea-

son opener. 

Not a great deal to do on the car after bringing it out 

of its winter slumber. A small amount of adjustment 

to the rear suspension and a starter motor issue to 

sort out. 

Steve spent a few days prior brushing up on his p&b. 

He even plotted last year’s route on the way up to 

the start.    

We got through scurtineering without too much of an 

issue although we had to make up arrows pointing to 

the towing eye out of insulation tape. A bit of a 

strange one. I did question the scurtineer about it, as 

I didn’t think it was a requirement for road rallies? 

So off to sign on, a brew and a good natter with 

friends before we were due to start. 

We cleaned the first section as did most of the crews 

to stc3. The next section was one of those if you 

plotted the shortest route down a short white then 

the time dropped would have been zero to minimal 

at best. But if you were like us and did not go down 

the white taking the longer way round then you 

dropped a chunk of time. As we did. Especially when 

you go back, retracing the route due to a missed 

code board on the white. It cost us 7 minutes.   

We dropped another 7 minutes or so on the section 

timed to the second. Which was a respectful time 

looking at what the other crew’s dropped? So satis-

fied with that.   We dropped another minute on stc 

11 which amounted to 15:05 14th overall at petrol. 

The second half was much better, as we were get-

ting into things by now, knocking off the old cob-

webs. Total time dropped 5 minutes, 3 of which were 

down to Steve doubting himself. We pulled over be-

cause Steve wasn’t sure we were on the correct 

route. When he sorted it out it turned out that we 

were on route. 

The Ryemoor as always was a well run event, with 

plenty of happy cheerful marshals to whom I thank. 

Can’t wait for our next event “The Primrose in April”.  

 

Car 18 : Paul Buckel/Steve Butler   

Clitheroe & DMC 



Grumpy  
Old Git  
Still Wittering  
On & On & On 

I doubt that I am alone in this but at the moment I seem to be 

living my life on ZOOM.  

I have had four meeting on Zoom in just one week and other 

people I know seem to be having  Zoom meetings every day.  

We have our Committee Meetings (both Clitheroe & DMC 

and SD34MSG) on Zoom. We have our Event Organising 

meetings on Zoom.  

Every Friday night my three kids and various other relatives 

get together and have a ‘Family Quiz’ night on Zoom (really 

it’s a piss up with a few questions thrown in).  

Our club nights are virtual too although for this we use Face-

book. I keep in touch with my Grandchildren via Face Time.   

My son  has worked from home since March and has zoom 

meeting 2 or 3 times a day.  

My son in law  is now going to work permanently from home 

as the company he works for has seen an increase in 

productivity across the whole company since the lockdown. 

I wish that I had shares in Zoom! 

Trackrod MC 
THE CLUBMAN MOTORSPORT  

MELBOURNE TIME TRIAL 
Saturday the 29th of August 

Melbourne Airfield   

rob@rb-motorsport.co.uk  

It has been a long time since we had any motorsport. 

In my neck of the woods Kirkby Lonsdale MC  were first out 

of the blocks with their Devils Lockdown Tests on the 6th of 

August at Rowrah Kart Circuit.   

The amount of paperwork that is now required  and the 

hoops that we all have to jump through is an enormous chal-

lenge and very daunting for any organiser.  

Despite those hoops Hartlepool MC ran their Autotest on the 

12th of July (see report on Page 27), Slaithwaite MC ran 

their PCT on Tuesday the 14th (see report on Page 26), 

West Cumrbia MSC ran their Grass Autotest on the 19th 

(see report on Page 21) and the Under17MC(NW) ran their 

AutoSOLO/Auto Test on the weekend of 18/19th (see report 

on Pages 25 and 26).  

Bit by bit and with an enormous amount of effort we are get-

ting events back up and running. 

See  Right for forthcoming planned events that I will be out 

marshalling on. I have also just signed up for Greystoke on 

August 22nd & the Dansport on the 17th of October.  I hope 

these clubs note that I am looking for Marshals for the Pen-

nine  !!  If I can travel to their events, they can travel to mine 

I have been spending my time recently on the Pennine Clas-

sic & Targa Rally (I still need Marshals) and consequently 

the Burnt House PCT on Sunday the 2nd of August has 

slipped into the background and before I knew it there was 

only 2 weeks to go and not a lot had been done!!!  Sorry but 

that event is now cancelled 

mailto:rob@rb-motorsport.co.uk


Inside the Industry  
with Paul Gilligan 

June Sales Show Some Recovery 
After being close to zero in May UK new car sales in June were “only” 35% down on last year. Many parts of the 

media reported this in a negative way but I believe when you look behind the figures they are more encouraging 

than at first glance. Firstly showrooms didn’t re-open until early June and then in England only. Wales and Northern 

Ireland opened mid month and Scotland had to wait until very late in June. Secondly the rental companies bought 

almost nothing. In normal times they represent around 10% of new car sales, probably more in June as they build 

up their fleets for the summer holiday  peak. Secondly June being the end of the quarter normally brings a very high 

volume of pre registrations at the end of the month, this June there were almost none. The manufacturers decided 

the limited supply of new vehicles available and slow production rates at the factories didn’t justify the heavy dis-

counting involved, and cash strapped dealers had little enthusiasm for investing big sums of money in unsold new 

cars. 

Having said that many of the June registrations were of cars originally intended to be delivered in March but which 

weren’t available for delivery before lockdown. So the glass is only half full, or half empty depending on your point 

of view. For the first half of the year after a poor March and an almost non existent April and May sales are 49% 

down, so just about half of last year at this point. That’s a massive 615643 sales down. The pain is shared pretty 

evenly spread between the manufacturers with almost all being down by between 40% and 60%. The only bright 

spot is MG, actually up by 23% on the first half of last year and now taking over 1% of the market. Dealers I know 

who only took the MG franchise because the manufacturer paid them to do so are now pleasantly surprised by the 

results. As many manufacturers particularly Ford reduce their dealer networks that give MG an opportunity to pick 

up good dealers with solid customer bases. Wooden spoon goes to Subaru, 78% down so far this year with only 

300 cars registered, and that includes dealer and manufacturer staff cars and demonstrators.  

 

Van Sales Stronger 
Sales of new vans were 25% down in June as opposed to cars at 35%. For the first 6 months vans are 45% down 

so nearly as bad as cars . Again there was virtually no pre registration activity. One large dealer group had planned 

to pre register 2000 commercials at the end of March which obviously didn’t happen. It was expected these units 

would be pre registered at the end of June, in fact after discussions with the manufacturer only 100 vans were reg-

istered. Van demand is strong and subject to availability of stock I would expect commercial vehicle sales figures to 

be close to normal levels pretty soon, subject also to the dreaded second wave of course. 

 

Used Vehicle Market Stronger Than New 
The used vehicle market has been surprisingly strong in June, so much so that stock shortage is a real problem. 

Customers frightened of using public transport have given the cheaper end of the market a significant boost, and 

total used car transactions are thought to have been actually higher than in 2019. Not many industries can say their 

sales volumes in June 2020 were up on last year! One industry analyst reported sales of cars from 6 to 9 years old 

were 12.6% up and 9 to 12 years old 8.6% up, with the total market almost 4% higher.  

Of course the low new car sales right through the March to June period means the new car dealers have received 

far fewer part exchanges so have held on to what they have, leaving the independents fighting over what little is 

available. The rental companies have released stock to the market only slowly and attempted to balance their stock 

to the rental customer demand by simply not buying new vehicles. The numbers are very surprising. One large re-

marketing company we use normally have around 12500 vehicles on their website, today it’s just over 7000. A me-

dium sized rental company we source from usually has about 250 vehicles for sale, this morning they have 17!  It’s 

estimated that dealers now have 125,000 less cars in stock than they had in March and inevitably prices are rising 

as a result. 

And the used van market has been the same but more of the same. Prices haven’t increased they’ve shot up, some 

say by as much as 30% which is  a staggering figure. One trader I was talking to the other day had bid on a 3 year 

old Transit Connect on electronic auction which he needed for a customer. Guide price was £7000 + VAT, it went 

for £10000 + VAT which was way over the guide retail price.  

Continued on Page 20 
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Yesterday we sent a list of 8 vans we urgently need to about 12 rental companies and other wholesalers. We were 

offered one van and that wasn’t in the specified colour. Whilst there has undoubtedly been abuse of the Govern-

ment loan schemes obviously many small businesses are using the funds to expand which means one or more ad-

ditional vans. And again the rental companies who are very busy in particular with parcel delivery customers aren’t 

selling many vans.  Once the promised massive infrastructure kick in that will give the market another boost – you 

don’t build anything without vans. 

 

Industry Shocked As Government Refuses                                                       

To Launch Scrappage Scheme 
As I said last month a new Scrappage Scheme was very widely expected to be launched as part of the Chancellor’s 

announcements on July 8th. Both manufacturers and dealers had spent a lot of time planning the offers they would 

put in place to get most benefit from scrappage. No such luck. Britain is now the only one of Europe’s five biggest 

economies not to have such a scheme in place. Germany have doubled the grant for customers buying a new hy-

brid or electric car, in France buyer get over £6000 and Italy and Spain have similar schemes. The industry was al-

so hoping for a reduction in VAT on new cars but no luck there either. 

Quite why Scrappage hasn’t happened here I can’t understand. As I’ve said before it doesn’t actually cost the Gov-

ernment anything provided the customers who benefit wouldn’t have bought a new car anyway. If the customer re-

ceives a £2000 grant and buys a £12000 car the VAT paid is, would you believe, £2000 so the whole thing is cash 

neutral for the Government, which makes it difficult to see why the opportunity to help the industry while replacing 

older high emission cars with cleaner new ones has been missed? 

 

Billionaire Sir Jim Ratcliffe Announces                                       

Land Rover Defender Rival 
While the new Land Rover Defender launch early this year has been an outstanding sales success many died in the 

wool Landie enthusiasts were disappointed by it and didn’t see it as a “proper” replacement. Now Sir Jim has an-

nounced what he terms a “utilitarian off road vehicle”. It’s to be called “Grenadier”, named after his favourite pub in 

London and bears a strong resemblance to the old Defender. Very up to date under the skin with engines from 

BMW and transmissions by ZF. Plan is to build 25000 cars a year with production plants in Portugal and South 

Wales. The Welsh plant was to have been located in Bridgend capitalising on the skilled workforce available be-

cause of Ford closing their engine factory there. Now however plans may change as Mercedes have put a factory in 

North East France up for sale which may make more sense.  Whatever my friends who are great supporters of the 

old Defender are much impressed and may be reaching for their cheque books soon. 

 

Pay As You Go For Optional Extras On Your BMW 
BMW are to launch a scheme whereby they will build cars fitted with a host of optional extras none of which will ac-

tually operate unless the customer pays a fee to activate them. This will greatly simplify the production process for 

BMW whilst protecting their revenue. So the cars will be built with things like  heated seats, air conditioning and 

many other extras which the customer can pay a fee for the dealer to activate, or not if they don’t want that feature 

enough to pay the extra for it. Customers will be able to try the option for a month free of charge then pay for contin-

ued use for periods of one to three years. A customer buying a used vehicle can choose to activate features the first 

owner didn’t pay for.  

BMW started building cars in this way this month and already more than 50% of cars are being built in this way with 

first deliveries to UK customers in September. As you’d expect even if BMW driver pay the extra for the indicators to 

work they still won’t use them……. 
 

Corona Virus Speeds Move To Electric Cars 
The big reduction in traffic during lockdown has given scientists a wealth of data to analyse. Car usage fell to 

around 35% of normal levels  and emissions dropped in line. Now there is pressure to make this lower level of emis-

sions the norm. This will be difficult to achieve with people seeking to avoid public transport and drive instead. Cer-

tainly in big cities the drive is to encourage people to walk and cycle. Already roads are being closed to cars, more 

cycleways are being introduced and pavements are being widened.  
Continued on Page 21 
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Electric bikes are selling like the proverbial hot cakes and electric scooters are to be legalised on an experimental 

basis. The pressures can only speed the growth in electric cars and I’d expect bans on polluting vehicles in cities to 

happen sooner than they otherwise would. British Gas has just ordered 1000 electric vans from Vauxhall as part of a 

plan to have all 12000 vans in their fleet electric by 2030 at the latest. We deliver our first two electric Renault vans to 

customers this month and I believe the first of many. Hydrogen powered trains begin trials in UK tracks in the next 

few weeks. Th electric car bandwagon was already rolling, its gone up a gear or two now. I still hope all the same 

pressures will speed the development of hydrogen cars and trucks as well.  

All of this makes it even more difficult to understand why we don’t have a Scrappage Scheme designed to incentivise 

the purchase of hybrid and electric cars and vans.   

 

More Road Police Coming 
While road casualties dropped as you’d expect during lockdown, the long term trend is still causing concern. In the 

late 1960s UK road deaths were around 8000 a year. By 2013 this had dropped to just over 1700 but has failed to 

drop since being almost 1800. If there’s any money left expect this to be revered in the coming years.   

Paul Gilligan  
pg@gilliganvehicleconsulting.co.uk 

www.gilliganvehicleconsulting.co.uk  

07785 293222 

Dukeries MC 

Rex Pet Hotel  
Flying Fortress Stages 

Sunday September 13th 2020 
Dukeries MC are pleased to announce their intention to 

run the Rex Pet Hotel Flying Fortress Stages on Sunday 

September 13th 2020. The event, which was postponed 

in June, will be a slightly simplified version of the usual 

Flying Fortress Stages to minimize contact between 

competitors, marshals and officials and will employ sev-

eral measures to manage that risk, but will be a full stage 

rally using the best roads at the Grafton Underwood ven-

ue. The organisation of the event is a big task usually but 

with the added workload from COVID-19 we need to 

strengthen our organising and safety team to be able to 

put on the best event possible. To that end we ask that 

anyone who is able to commit to the event in an organis-

ing or marshalling capacity to offer their services. More 

information about entries and marshalling will be pub-

lished shortly via the event website at 
www.flyingfortressstages.co.uk](https://

www.flyingfortressstages.co.uk/) https://

www.flyingfortressstages.co.uk/get-set-for-the-2020-rex-pet-

hotels-flying-fortress-stages-on-sunday-september-13th-202 

Many readers of Spotlight will have enjoyed at least one or 
two of Mike Wood's presentations over the years. At recent 
presentations Mike and I have been asked if he had any 
copies of his book 'The Last Liege' which tells the story of 
the last ever Spa Sophia Liege from the navigators seat of 
the only Mini Cooper ever to actualy finish this gruelling 
event. 

Turns out the original print run had sold out and the costs 
of a new print run (entailing minimum orders etc) would be 
prohibitive. 

Not being phased Mike has had a limited number of copies 
made as the original book is now not available which are a 
substitute for the original as enquires for the original still 
come through and that this is a effort to full-fill these en-
quires. 

If those of you who were asking if the book was available 
still want one please contact Mike direct 01282 771563 
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West Cumbria Motor Club  

Grass Autotest 
19th July 2020 

Boris the Boxster Goes to the Seaside! 
As many of the Ilkley crew will know I enjoy trying different 

cars on grass autotests and usually ones that aren’t particu-

larly suited to them. The biggest car I’ve used to plough a field 

around some cones was a glorious sounding V8 Jaguar XK 

which was all black and looked like a hooligans car! Up until 

lockdown times I was getting reasonable results in a little 1.1 

Saxo and then tried my hand at rear wheel drive in an MX5 

but I seemed to forget where I was going when I drove that! 

Just before the world came to an end in March I bought a 

summer toy in the form of a Porsche Boxster S which needed 

a few bits doing to it but was purchased at a price I could af-

ford to use it for track days and hill climbs etc. But after motor-

sport dried up the opportunity to use it for anything but getting 

essential shopping vanished, I found myself wondering what I 

could do with it! Then the West Cumbria motor club an-

nounced their return to motorsport with a covid friendly au-

totest in an open field next to the sea! I was in. 

The regs were twice as long as usual with the measures in 

place to keep a social distance from each other. An area in 

the paddock would be allocated where you had to stay all day 

unless completing the tests and it worked quite well. The site 

was the Northside Speedway Training centre with the pad-

dock on the speedway circuit and the test on the grounds sur-

rounding it. After chatting to the owner, Andrew, he confirmed 

they run full day sessions for normal people who have some 

form of self-preservation but would like to ride in the gladia-

tors arena to see just what it takes to ride a bike without any 

brakes as fast as you can! I will be booking a session in the 

very near future, it sounds superb! More details can be found 

on the Northside Speedway website if you fancy a go. 

With lockdown in place I had SORN’d our fleet, like most others have, and would normally have a choice of two Sax-

o’s or an MX5 to do the event in. They are all competitive cars with decent tyres, whizzy round steering knobs and 

poky engines which and have a total value of £900, so no worries if anything went pop. The only snag was to use 

these would cost in insurance and tax, both of which I resent paying at the best of times, let alone for a days autotest-

ing. The only tool left in the box was my Boxster which had a very clean interior, immaculate paint work and tyres wid-

er than a Saxo itself! Oh well, what could possibly go wrong? 

The other plus about doing this event was that it was being held in sunny Workington, Cumbria, a good 2 ½ hours 

drive from me up through the glorious Lake District. With 3.2 litres of howling boxer engine sitting behind my left 

shoulder and a £45 noisy back box off Facebook bolted to the rear end I would at least get a fantastic early morning 

drive up to the venue. And it didn’t disappoint, what a laugh!! Needless to say, I arrived in good time and was met by 

the friendly faces of Ann Forster and Stephen - C of C - Dixon. However, their warm welcome was of no interest to 

my bladder which was showing the opposite to my fuel gauge and needed attention! 

After my dash to the porta loo I was able to focus properly again and was relieved to see a smattering of tarmac on 

the tests and planned to place my oversized rubber on that wherever possible, at least I would be fast for a second or 

two. I soon found out that going from steady to warp speed tended to take me past my turn in point to get back on the 

grass and the car was also usually facing the wrong way after a foot full of accelerator on mud covered tarmac! I’d 

gone from dry warm A roads to slippery gripless grass, but my right foot was still on the A65! 

 
Continued on Page 23 



Grass Autotest 
Continued from Page 22 

Stephen had set out two tests to be run four times in the 

morning followed by another two tests attempted four times 

in the afternoon. Then for a finale the last two test would be 

joined by a ‘tarmac’ road and a long test would round the 

day off. After the first two tests had been run twice the land 

was checked to see if it was cutting up and the cones moved 

accordingly. All straightforward and ideal for a Sunday’s mo-

tor sport after a long time off.  

I took my normal approach, get the tests right and don’t hit 

any cones, which sort of works the same way as, ‘I’ll take it 

steady,’ it’s all good until the front wheels cross the start line 

then it’s the loud pedal and hold on!! 3,2,1 GO! Woo hooo! 

Woooah, oooh, that smells like clutch, breathe, baarrppp, 

spinny spinny wheels, let off, hard on, lots of lock, less lock, 

opposite lock, oooohhh and stop astride!! That was my first 

test. Loads of noise, lots of wheel spinning and not very 

smooth, room for improvement. The second run of that test 

was much better, and smoother, and nothing had fallen off 

the car or protested about being flung around on a rough 

surface. 

Test two and I was off like a man possessed heading to-

wards the tarmac at the top of the field which had one cone 

to pass on the passenger side, simple, unless of course the 

passenger side rear wasn’t in line with the passenger front! 

After booting the car on the tarmac and proceeding at speed 

in an angular trajectory down the test my lockdown reactions 

were a few seconds behind real time and the disappointing 

‘dunk’ as orange plastic collides with the lapis blue paint 

work and 10 seconds are added to your time. Bugger! Oh 

well on to the 360 and then some more tarmac! Baaarrppp, 

wooosshhh straight past the turn-in back on to the grass for 

the next cone! Lots of steering input and swearing then on to 

a very large open 360 around four cones which allowed for a 

nice big drift. I felt a nice pirouette in the middle would add to 

the sensation of being out of control so put one in for good 

measure. Not my finest hour. 

My next run was much neater, but I was still hurtling towards 

the finish line rather than turning in off the grip-less tarmac. 

This test was much more open than the first test so allowed 

for a bit more acceleration but it hen tightened up and need-

ed a light touch to maintain momentum. I wasn’t at that point 

yet! I was still on lockdown release and making as much 

noise and dust as I could! That was, until the end of my third 

run on this test. I wasn’t using the handbrake because it 

would have disintegrated as it’s one of those that sits inside 

the hub of the disc and is purely to stop the car rolling away. 

Old Ferdinand P didn’t design it to change the direction of the car by stopping a large wheel rotating at 2 million rpm 

on a grassy field! Instead, I was using the loud pedal to bring the car around and it seemed the more noise I made 

the better things were! I was revving the tappets off the old girl and getting nowhere fast but was grinning a lot. 

I pulled away from the finish line to have another run and as I lined up I could smell that familiar warm antifreeze / 

water mix and it seemed to be too close for comfort.  
Continued on Page 24 



I had gone to the loo before I started so it wasn’t me. 

The other cars around me were parked up with their en-

gines off and there was one car on the test. Bugger. I 

jumped out and had a look underneath and there was a 

cascade of pink water splashing off the brace bars locat-

ed directly under the coolant tank. Engage panic mode! I 

jumped back in and followed my leaky trail then veered 

off to the paddock area and parked up with all sorts of 

scenarios running through my mind. I had the interior 

fans on full and the heater turned up to skin melting lev-

els which seemed to be maintaining the temperature, 

albeit slightly above its normal resting position. Another 

inspection underneath and nothing! Not even a drop of 

water or hint of steam! The car was either waterless or 

the leak had fixed itself? Oh. What now? All seemed ok. 

The temperature was stable, if a little high, and there 

was water in the expansion tank but no pressure and no 

bubbles. I might as well get back out there! 

I did my last run before lunch steadier than a barman 

handing over the first pint after lockdown and found the 

car still moved around nicely with a lot less revs! The 

temperature was still hot but steady and with lunch 

around the corner I would have time to investigate. Of 

course the internet was my first port of call and there 

were a load of posts about different coloured caps on 

the expansion tanks and how the expansion tanks them-

selves are a weak part of the Boxster. If the part number 

of your blue expansion tank cap ended in 01 then you 

might as well throw the whole car in the sea! Mine ends 

in 01!!  

There was also one post that stated the cooling system 

pressure relief hose exits right where the flow of my 

Boxsters juices were coming from so I concluded I had 

just got the car too hot and something had to give, fortu-

nately it was the bit that was designed to go and not a 

hose or head gasket. I removed all the covers from the 

engine bay and allowed the car to cool down in the unu-

sually warm Workington breeze and got on with a social-

ly distancing lunch. Fortunately, the only thing with a 

high temperature was the car so I felt happy I could talk 

to the other competitors with confidence! 

The afternoon brought two new tests, one of which had 

only four cones in a line but was the hardest to get my 

head around. It involved a forward and reverse zig zag 

up the course then a reverse around the top into and 

anti-clockwise reverse which played havoc with my little 

head. I had to engage full concentration mode for this 

one but managed to get it right, although going back-

wards in a very warm car doesn’t do much for the cool-

ing! I think I wore the temperature dial out from staring at 

it that much! 

Grass Autotest 
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Other than Craig Stamper removing his Saxo’s wing mir-

ror on the zig zag backwards four-cone test the after-

noon passed without incident and we were ready for the 

last test. To comply with autotest rules a chicane was put 

in place to break up the tarmac section between the two 

tests and after some clear instructions on what to do it 

was time to go. Everyone seemed reluctant to line up 

and take on the long run but once one went, we all 

cracked on! For some reason I felt a little nervous sitting 

on the start, trying to out stare the temperature gauge. It 

was just the two tests joined up but this time there was a 

little bit of tarmac to play on.  

The marshal counted me down and I was off. Forward 

reverse, forward, can’t find reverse, nope that’s 3rd, try 

again, 1st, and again, that’s it! Then forward then back-

wards for a bit, off to the 360 and out of the test on to the 

tarmac! Woo hoo! Here we go. Wheels spinning and en-

gine roaring I hurtled off to the very tight chicane, virtual-

ly to a standstill and crept around the tight cone-made 

obstacle and then back on the fun pedal and off to the 

90 degree turn. No hand brake so another steady navi-

gation between cone and a mound of earth. A quick 

spurt of unleaded then back on the brakes, on to the 

grass and into the top test. Driving Miss Daisy mode 

through the flowing test; if you had the skill you  could do 

this without the car going in a straight line and changing 

direction in a smooth flow. Meanwhile, back in reality I 

got a few bits right but the rest was collection of over-

steer and over enthusiasm! 

Out of this test, back to the top cone, tight left this time, 

really shouty exhaust down to the chicane, overshoot the 

entry and do a shunt in the middle to get around then 

stop astride the imaginary line. And breathe! I’d done it. I 

had completed all the tests, collected a few 10’s on the 

way and had a blast. While the Boxster might not be the 

ideal autotest tool my 4 months of gaining weight and 

drinking from cans seems to have had an affect on my 

autotest skills!! And I was now looking forward to a fab 

drive back to sunny Leeds in the car and not in an AA 

truck with the car behind me! 

Thank you to Stephen for putting the event on and his team of officials who turned out in force to let us have some 

well needed competition time. The landowner, Andrew, did everything he could to make it a great day and provided 

hot food and drinks throughout to keep us all refreshed. The ‘new normal’ event format worked well, and everyone 

managed to socially distance except when the results came out, then it was everyman for himself getting a glimpse 

of them! A big thank you to all the other competitors who made me feel welcome and possibly wondered if I was 

right in the head bringing the Boxster along! 

Talking of the results it was definitely a day of ‘enjoying the taking part rather than the winning’ for me. Hopefully the 

next outing for the Boxster will be a bit more suited to it, a track day at Cadwell Park! I hope it’s dry…….Watch this 

space. 

Neil (Basket Weaver) Raven  :  Ilkley & DMC 
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Back in February 2020, I was heading up to the Lakes for 

a few days with my wife and 14 year old son – a request 

for coffee and a loo break (less than 20 miles from home!) 

led to us calling at Blackburn Services. On arrival, my son 

(Ben) and I were instantly attracted to the sound of cars 

being tested to their limits close by. After a few minutes of watching, we ended up chatting with a friendly chap mar-

shalling the event, who gave us a great explanation on the event and how easy it was to get involved, we were 

hooked!  

After leaving the services, Ben immediately began scouring 

the internet for K11 Nissan Micra’s for us to buy – a mon-

ster was created!!! 4-5 weeks later, we found a reasonably 

priced car in shabby but overall decent condition, ready to 

start Ben’s motoring journey. Fast forward a week or two, 

Lock Down began. For most, generally this has been an 

incredibly difficult time, however for Ben and I, it gave us 

time to work on the car together, Ben wanted to develop his 

driving skills. We also booked ourselves onto the first avail-

able Under 17’s Club Event post lockdown to have a go.  

A few phone calls and e-mails with Steve and Tracey from 

the club helped get us organised and understand more 

around what we needed to do helped hugely.  

Saturday 18th July started with a fair bit of rain (and nerves) 

for our first day of Autotesting. On arrival, Ben met up with 

the other learners and his instructor (highly recommended) 

to spend some time behind the wheel – I could then take 

my first opportunity to drive competitively in the PCA Au-

totest (petrified of getting the course wrong, crashing and or 

being completely rubbish) we both LOVED IT! The time 

flew by. Ben got lots of time behind the wheel and a chance 

to run the course several times, I got a chance to push my-

self and our little car to the edge of our comfort zones!  

Sunday 19th July – better weather, a little more serious, 

with a bigger field, a longer course and more opportunities 

for me to get it wrong (which I did a couple of times, but 

without any harm). Wow ! It’s amazing what fun you can have in a £425 Nissan Micra with a bunch of likeminded folk!  

The friendliness, hints, tips and support of the other drivers and team at the club was just brilliant. My confidence 

grew as we had more attempts, we felt very welcome and included in the whole event – we’ve booked for September 

already! Ben can’t wait to do his first timed event. Not many events/experiences will engage a teenager as much as 

this – Ben was made to feel part of it from the off.  

Thanks to everyone at U17MC(NW) – Highly recommended!!!!  

 Grass Roots 
Motor Sport 

U17MC(NW) 

AutoSOLO 
18th & 19th July 2020 

Andy Norman  :  U17MC(NW) 



U17MC(NW) 

AutoSOLO/PCA 
18th & 19th July 2020 

In June, I bought my first car. It is a 2002 Nissan Micra k11 

2nd facelift. I am 14 and with the U17MCNW. I have been 

following the club since I was 12. I remember the first 

event I attended when I was marshalling and even having 

some passenger rides.  

Ever since that event about 2 and a half years ago I have 

been hooked. I have always loved cars for as long as I re-

member. I go to the Manchester Classic Car show for my 

birthday. But every event I attended, it would make me 

even more determined to take part one day in a car of my 

own, and this day was on Saturday.  

This event was the U17MCNW PCA and autosolo on 18th 

July. I took part in the event in my new Micra. I loved that 

day although on my first run, I was incredibly nervous. 

I did it however and once the first one was out of the way, I 

was continuously improving. I was growing more and more 

confident and I could tell that things were going well for 

me. 

Once the lunch break was over, I was driving again and by 

the end of the day I was doing really well. However, on my 

last run just as I was about to set off for the last lap of the 

day, smoke was coming from my bonnet, through the 

grills. I was concerned but the temperature needle was 

only half way so I continued. I knew my radiator was leak-

ing from the night before, but with advice from two me-

chanics, I was advised I could still take part as long as the 

radiator was topped up through the day. I emailed Steve 

the night before and told him the situation and he brought 

a new radiator for me. I fit that on the Sunday after work in 

my localcafe’. The car is all good to go now but I was de-

termined not to let that stop me completing the last lap. 

With the new radiator installed, the grey Micra is all good  

to go for more events in the future! 

My friends offer to help me work on the car which is good, 

because it just means I have a large support network. I live 

with my Mum and two sisters and I work in a local cafe’ to 

be financially able to keep the car.  

I want to say a massive thank you to everyone at the club 

and my Uncle Roger for a brilliant day, and the start of a 

lot more to come ! 

Milo Unwin  :  14 years old  :  U17MCNW. 
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U17MC(NW) 

AutoSOLO 
18th & 19th July 2020 

Held at Blackburn services, this was a PCA/Autosolo 

and Autotest, encompassing 3 events in one. This 

was a clever event using one test layout for the Auto-

SOLO and PCA with some reversing manoeuvres 

added for the Autotest.  

Whilst being simple in design, the test was easy to 

remember but also challenging to drive giving the 

drivers plenty of opportunities to make time or lose 

it! Each test was over 60 seconds long! 

The autotest started with 6 drivers, after two tests in 

the first run, THREE had dropped out! Rusty drivers 

and cars that needed a shake down was the problem!  

With a total entry of 28 competitors, split into 4 

groups, allowing, driving, resting, marshalling, rest-

ing, in 25-30 minute sessions; the event ran smooth-

ly. Starting at 10am and finishing at 3.30pm when 

everyone helped to pack everything away.  

For anyone interesting in getting started in motor-

sport, this is the ideal starting point as it is affordable, 

friendly and a fun way to learn some of the driving 

skills needed for any motorsport.  

Well done to the organising team at the Under 17 

Motor Club (NW) for a very enjoyable event.  

Dave Evans  :  BTRDA 

Dave Evans on his way to FTD  (Above) 

James Williams on his way to first in class. 

Paul Fobister on his way to first in class. 



Slaithwaite & DMC 

Slaithwaite 60th 
Anniversary PCT 

Tuesday 14
th 

July 2020 

Ooops! Ive done it again 
There are not many times in my life that I have been embarrassed by success but as the title suggests, I can think of 

two. 

Apart from SD34 membership I am a member of only two clubs, A&P and Ilkley so last year when a friend told me of 

a Production Car Trial that was being organised only fifteen miles away from my home I jumped at the chance to try 

to get an entry. It was the Slaithwaite 60th Anniversary PCT that also attracted a lot of involvement of Huddersfield 

people too. There was a wide diversity of cars entered, ranging from sprint and hillclimb worthy open sports cars to a 

couple of Austin Sevens. I turned up in an absolutely bog standard 1100cc Saxo that I had just recently purchased 

after the engine in my Saab estate had gone clank! 

A pleasant Tuesday evening found me hurtling up and down a two mile stretch of country lanes looking for a field 

with lots of poles sticking up to mark the various sections but as my sat nav swore blind I was in the correct post 

code I could not find anything that looked like a car trial.  

With only fifteen minutes to the start time I noticed a chap bearing red and white barrier tape near a gateway so I 

boldly ventured to ask I was at the correct place. ‘Yes, come on in’ was his reply and was told to park up and inspect 

the course that was in an adjacent field, well hidden from view of the road.   

Long grass and short marker posts were obvious changes from what I was accustomed to but it was the same for 

everyone so no problems there. As folk started to arrive I marvelled at the other pristine cars, unlike my old Saxo that 

has as many damaged panels underneath as it has above the door sills. Its been used previously for a few years in 

motorsport and it sort of shows. There are several square feet of paintwork that polish up quite nicely, its just a pity 

that they are not all joined together. So we progressed to the competition field in no particular order but in a long row. 

Being the first away on such an event is a mixed blessing, no tyre tracks to guide you but no boggy bits that your pre-

decessors have dug up so I gallantly took the first go and got through the first twelve gates without penalty and rather 

jubilantly headed for the next section. Three more very intelligently laid out tests saw me with just a few penalties and 

back at the start for round two.  

All went quite well but I did not have much spare time to watch how others were coping so I was delighted to see the 

totals that showed I had won the Front wheel drive class and was only beaten by the two incredible little Austin 7s. 

They seemed to be able to reach the places that other cars couldn’t, where have I heard that before? So I drove 

home with a highly treasured glass award and feeling rather embarrassed about being a stranger who turns up, car-

ries off the first prize and is never seen again. I’ve done that a couple of times before, not in motorsport, and it’s a 

funny feeling.  

That gets me round to earlier this month, I got the same email from my friend and I called the organiser asking if my 

club could get onto the invited list as I knew I could bring four or five mates if they were short of post-Covid entries. 

‘No need’ was the answer, as a first event after this peculiar time the entry list was restricted to fifteen people but as I 

was so keen they had kept the last slot for me. I was very grateful to get out competing for the first time in almost a 

year but as last car on a dry track I was able to profit from following wheel tracks and watching my predecessors. 

Nonetheless I stuck on one hairpin for five penalties and the other three tests were clean. A goodish first of three 

rounds. On the second round I stopped at a silly five that I really should have easily passed but to make matters 

worse, after I spun my wheels to a halt on a tight uphill corner, I had my penalty recorded and then just drove forward 

on low revs as easily as anything. I gained a single mark improvement on my bogey hill for a round of nine and de-

cided I had to concentrate a bit for the third and last round. I got my usual five and waited for the results for what 

seemed like an eternity. My 19 marks gave me the FWD class again but best of all I scored fewer penalties than the 

Austin Sevens too. This time I really did have to slink quietly away before I got lynched, I am going to have to pass 

over an annual subscription if I want to go a third time. 

Thanks to Slaithwaite and to Huddersfield clubs for a great little event, great bunch of people and if I get chance ‘I’ll 

be back’. 

John Rhodes : Airdale & Pennine MCC 
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Hartlepool and District Motor 

‘SAD’ Autotest 
(Social and Distanced Autotest !!!) 

Sunday 12th July 2020. 

This was the first running of Hartelepool and District Motor 

Club's Social Distanced Autotest held at the Power House 

Complex at Teeside Airport.  

In all 28 cars competed over a loose surface test area. Alt-

hough social distance was in force it did nothing to damp-

en spirits. The competition was very close and led to some 

exciting driving.  

A few competitors had some "off's" and one Tom Hall even 

had a wheel fall off!  

Motorsport UK sent a representitive to observe and every 

one had a great day.  

PPE was supplied as were ample sanitation stations so it 

proved competition could still take place in these uncertain 

times.  

The organisation was carried out to a very high standard 

and the club and members should be proud.  

First O/A was Lee Valentine in his stunning Vauhall Nova 

followed by 2nd O/A Tom Hall in his rapid Mini, until the 

wheel fell off, and 3rd O/A went to Callum Craddy in his 

"two thirds" MR 2.  

A great day was had by all and we are looking forward to 

the next event in October. 

Ray McGough (CRS Photosport ) 
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The Prescott Car Trial  
19th July 2020 

Rupert North : A&PMCC 

Keep reading!!!!!!!!!! I know its a not a speed event.. 

Most people who have tried a car trial probably didn't 

do well on their first attempt and never returned, you 

don't quite get the rush or bragging right of speed 

events. But being able to find grip in a split second 

has it's uses... so here's a report from someone who 

stuck with it and as turns out, I'm not too bad. 

It's been a long time since I've done an event, let 

alone a write up, but after all this time stuck in the 

house with Corvid 19 lock down and the effect it has 

had on the world let alone grassroots motor sport it 

was great to be up at 5:30 on a lovely sunny morning 

for the three and a half hour drive down to near Eve-

sham to the headquarters of the Bugatti owners club, 

the Prescott Hill climb. 

The event was really just for fun not forming part of a 

championship, more a test run for what trials could 

look like going forwards with the virus. The sections 

were scattered around the hill climb site making use 

of areas of the ground used by its normal visitors. 

Heading off into the trees and into long grass in plac-

es the organisers had found a good 6 hills for the 18 

competitors to attempt. 

The venue itself was very posh, especially for a trial . . 

proper toilets being almost a first!! I grabbed a picture 

on the start line thinking it was going to be the closest 

I was ever likely to get to going up the hill climb itself!! 

To start with it was a bit of a maze but it soon made 

sense once you had been round once or twice. 

After a socially distanced  drivers meeting we headed 

out to the hills, even though the sun was shining the 

ground was soaking wet. Class 2 which I run in start-

ed at hill 4, a down hill start into a long climb on some 

smooth short grass over a track and then into knee 

deep long grass...didn't fare so well on that stuff!! I 

stopped about where I thought I would around the 5 

post, about average for the section and went round to 

the next section only to hear applause as a club man 

in a bog standard beige Nova cleared it.....that was 

worrying....had I lost my touch.... 

My next hill, 5 , went better, twisted though some 

trees and a long steady climb up to a clean section, 

happy with that. 

Hill 6 right away from the tarmac of the hill climb, went 

up a farm track into a field, easy for a tractor not so 

easy in a Mini!! A long muddy uphill into wet grass, 

went well up here on round 1. 

Hills 1 to 3 were on lovely smooth grass on the edges 

of the spectator areas, my Mini likes this type of climb 

and went well on these 3. 

 Continued on Page 32 



Prescott PCT 
Continued from Page 31 

Round 2  

The hills were moved a little, still well in the mix was very 

evident that all the months away form the sport I had be-

come rusty, the car isn't forgiving at the best of times. I 

notice that I wasn't brave enough to let it really run slow, 

down to pinking, kept trying to save it from stalling....a 

lot of trialing is spent at very very low rev's and my lines 

were definitely off. Positioning even a couple of corners 

ahead can make a difference to how far you get later. 

After a short and well spaced out lunch we were back to 

it, an ex national champion had turned up and been 

"volunteered" to help adjust the sections, turned out I was 

leading the class which came as quite the surprise as I 

really didn't feel like I was driving well. 

Round 3 

This was really my undoing for the day, I miss a post that 

had moved opening up a better line which cost me about 

3 points...bit annoying but only a few marks. The next 

section really finished me off, that long muddy climb on 

hill 6 which I did well on in the morning was now my undo-

ing. As I set of I knew the grip wasn't good rather than 

gaining speed I was losing it by the time I got to the top I 

was lucky to of passed the 10 post but was in bad shape 

for the long climb up to the 7, sputtered out just before the 

8 a huge loss as anyone who passed the 7 was pretty 

much on for a 4 or less. That reminded me of an old feel-

ing.....disappointment.....hadn't felt that one in a while. 

On to the next hill a whole new one they had put in with a 

steep bank in the middle around the 7 marker, normally 

the small light Mini does well on these, not today got 

stuck and hemorrhaged another large handful of marks to 

half the class, a well balanced hill more or less splitting 

the class of who made it and who didn't....normally I'm in the group that made it!! 

From 1st to 3rd in class in 3 hills, dropping more marks on 3 hills then I had all event!!  To be honest I was a bit 

down at this point, not what I was looking for the first event back. Had all the work on the car been in vain the only 

thing left in the brakes from 2019 season was the pipes and 1 caliper, and the £210 lightweight battery I got for 

Christmas wasn't helping......and the .4 kg I saved putting an alloy wheel in the boot seemed a waste......sad face. 

Not one to give up I sucked it up and headed off for round 4, at least it couldn't get too much worse. Tried a do or 

die line on the first hill I came to and did the dyeing...but only a mark to try and get 3. The next was OK but onto my 

nemesis hill 6 and its long muddy climb... set off ..grip crap ...managed to pick it up a bit in the middle just ,and only 

just made the turn at 7 then downhill and managed to get over the next notable hump at the 4 post and then scrab-

bled on for the clean....After that success I suddenly felt some confidence return, I got that feeling that had been 

missing all day back, me and the car were back as one....very hard to describe it you hear rally drivers talking about 

it, and yes you can get it on a car trial. You stop trying to drive the car a just react to what its telling you. 

I romped my way though the last of the hills feeling on top of everything, dropping 5 less marks than the nearest to 

me and half as much as the rest of the class. What a contrast to round 3. 

But the damage was done, such heavy losses on round 3 cost us the class win by 4 marks... and a BTRDA umbrel-

la. But as a fun  and test day on reflection I was happy quite to be a long way ahead points wise from the tough na-

tional guys I compete against regularly. 

It was great to be out again just to meet and chat with the like minded people and catch up. Hopefully the national 

trials organisers will be able to put on a few more events before the season draws to a close. 

Rupert North  :  Airedale & Pennine MCC 



Grass Roots 
Motor Sport 

The Start 

Lancashire Automobile Club 

Manchester to Blackpool 
Classic Car Run 
Sunday 12th June 2016 

Continued on Page 34 

This was the 54th run and it really made me pause and look back 
to the first event I saw back in 1962. Yes I was one of the crowd 
pushing cars up Marshals Brow in Penwortham on the first event! 
I have been involved in the running of every event since 1968 so I 
have been directly involved as the event evolvod over the years. 
One particular gentleman, and car, could claim a greater involve-
ment as an entrant than anybody and that was Ted Newbould in 
his 1926 Austin. Ivor who entered every event up to his death, at 
93, earlier this year - quite some achievement which was hon-
oured on the event. 
In the early days the Manchester to Blackpool was promoted as a 
road safety event in conjunction with Lancashire Constabulary. In 
those days full minute timing was permissible and a driving test, 
timed to 100th of a second, was incorporated at police headquar-
ters Hutton. It was the only event to this format and the site of 
veteran cars from the early 1900's being navigated and running 
to a minute schedule was interesting to say the least. 
The entry was well over 100 cars with the majority being Veter-
ans and Edwardians (basically cars produced prior to the first 
world war. Classes went up to Vintage (up to 1930) with some 
post Vintage thoroughbreds (up to 1932). So the newest car was 
30 years old on the first event. Incidentally the entry included two 
cars from Lancashire Constabulary, a Bentley and a Lagonda. 
Again a unique feature was that the route split with a shorter 
route, mainly along the A6, for the older cars and a longer more 
demanding route for the Vintage cars taking in Rivington and Bel-
mont  
Sponsorship saw the event finishing with a lavish buffet at the 
Royal Lancashire showground followed by a 'Cavelcade' along 
the front at Blackpool before a return to the showground where 
the prizes for both the Road Section and Concours were handed 
out. 
Over the years the event had to evolve as the RAC (later MSA) 
began to take a dim view of timing on the highway and the police 
had to limit access to police headquarters due to security issues. 
The older cars got fewer in number and frankly the length of the 
route put some owners off the event. This coupled with more and 
more urbanisation along the A6 took away much of the pleasure. 
We were once accused of visiting every newsagents between 
Manchester and Blackpool to promote our sponsor - untrue but 
these things stick. 
We slowly lost numbers and then decided to include 'classics' 
following the simple maxim if the newest car in 1962 was 30 
years old then in 1992 we could take cars up to 1962. This meant 
we had to challenge the drivers a little more and the route 
got  longer taking in more or the rural roads. To cater for the older 
cars we then had two additional routes which were less demand-
ing which the entrants could choose from.  
 



Photos Courtesy of  Brian Taylor 

www.whitedogphotography.co.uk 

Email  :  b.taylor60@aol.co.uk 

The Finish 

Manchester to Blackpool Classic Car Run 

Continued from Page 33 

A move from Manchester city centre got us away from a 45 minute 
drag consisting mainly of traffic lights and roundabouts. 
It keep things fresh the route changes every year and we now have a 
refreshment halt in the morning and a lunch halt recognising there 
increased mileages involved; now some 100 miles for the longest 
route! 
Now to 2016 the route started from Worsley Old Hall, who looked af-
ter us very well opening early to accommodate a 09.00 start. Ted 
Newboulds car took pride of place as number '1' driven by his neph-
ew. The cars streamed away at 2 per minute following a 'tulip' road 
book to navigate around Worsley and north to Bolton. Sneaking to the 
east of Bolton the entrants went out to Edgworth. By now the last of 
the 60 entries had left the start. Out to the Grane Road and east to 
the rest halt at the Duke of Wellington. Then through Haslingden and 
west to Gret Harwood. Here the route split with the longer 'Scenic 
route' taking to the hills and going over Pendle Hill and into the Hod-
der valley to ascend Jeffrey Hill before meeting up with the shorter 
'Direct Route' at Stonyhurst College. The common route then made 
its way to Fulwood Barracks in Preston (well worth a visit but you will 
need photo ID) for the lunch halt. As the first cars were due at Ful-
wood the final starters including a 1904 Renault Model T left the bar-
racks to complete their defined route at 12mph. 
After a really good hotpot the entrants returned to their cars to find 
the first drops of rain as they left to go north of Preston and to visit 
Bowker BMW on the Docks. Then out to Wrea Green with the skies 
getting darker and the rain more intense. The rain really began to fall 
as they made their way along the front at Lytham St Annes and 
Blackpool. Undaunted the first cars arrived on schedule at the Italian 
Gardens in Stanley Park wet but unbowed. 
A cream tea put things right as the Concours Judges did their stuff. 
Ted Newboulds car was given prime position flanked by the other 
Veteran and Vintage entries at fitting tribute to a true enthusiast. Talk-
ing of commitment to the event it was great to see one of the original 
organising team, Nigel Whitaker, at the finish chatting to the regular 
entrants - makes him sort of 'last man standing'. 
With cream teas devoured and prizes presented cars left Blackpool to 
make a somewhat wet return to home - here's to 2017 

http://www.whitedogphotography.co.uk/


Fellsde Auto club 

Lake District Trial 
February 14

th
 2015 

Dirty fun in the Lakes  
on St Valentines day !  

February 14th will be remembered by many for years to 

come as a fantastic way to have some dirty fun in the 

Lake District forests and all perfectly legal too, the oc-

casion being the Fellsde Auto club’s annual classic reli-

ability trial for cars and motorcycles including a number 

of sidecar outfits giving added spectacle and interest to 

the event. 

 This one of the country’s best respected trials, it has 

been voted as the best trial in the British championship 

several times by competitors which is a very high acco-

lade indeed but so well deserved especially considering 

all the work put in by the very small team of dedicated 

organisers of this small club who do untold work and 

they justly deserve the awards. 

This work involves getting all the required police, MSA 

and ACU permits, liaising with Forestry Commission, or-

ganising start and finish venue, visiting houses on the 

route and speaking to the householders and farmers af-

fected in any way. Visiting parish councils where needed 

and similar tasks are things that most people are totally 

unaware of. 

Starting and finishing at Wigton Auction Mart where facil-

ities, meals and staff are absolutely superb the trial takes 

competitors who come from all over the country by a 

scenic route on the byways of the county at a deliberate-

ly low average speed with penalties if exceeded to sec-

tions which are set out in the local forests. Here the real 

competitive element kicks in with a vengeance, many of 

these tracks are either muddy, rough,, steep or slippery 

and sometimes combine all these qualities on the same 

section.  

 Drivers and riders aim to get  as far as possible up each 

section by” bouncing” if need be  to the top marker, these 

are numbered from twelve up to zero and if the top is 

reached no penalties are incurred  or a “clean” as it is 

known is achieved, zero would be a perfect score if 

achieved on every section. If this was the case and two 

or more competitors tied the result would be decided by 

adding the times of the two special speed tests that were 

also set out in the forests. 

Many cars are specially built for this type of event alt-

hough standard road cars can be entered but without 

suitable modifications a normal car wouldn’t be capable of getting very far at all as high ground clearance and fairly 

narrow tyres are required so as to cut through the mud, no town and country type tyres are allowed. In fact a low 

slung modern car probably wouldn’t get off the start line on many sections, if it did without high ground clearance and 

underbody protection it would very rapidly destroy itself and the various plastic bumpers and spoilers would soon dis-

integrate and one would be left with a  very sorry looking vehicle. 

Photos Courtesy of  Dave Cook 
To see more Classic Trials Photos 

go to  
http://hoits.smugmug.com/Motor-Sport-Photos 

Carl  Talbot / Keith Thomas:   
Class 8 Morris Trialmaster  

Keith Thomas and Edwin Cook - Buckler MK5  

Continued on Page 36 
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Lake District Trial 
Continued from Page 35 

Very old cars such as Austin 7s and slightly more sport-

ing types such as Frazer Nash, Alvis and very old MGs 

of the 1930s are very suitable, the trials indeed were 

originally designed as a severe test of a vehicles relia-

bility in the 1920s and 30s when roads were rough and 

it’s a great testimony to the manufacturers design and 

the workmanship that they completed the trials in those 

days and with correct looking after are still doing it to-

day. 

The sections are manned by marshals from many mo-

tor clubs all working towards a common cause, mainly 

local ones notably Fellside AC, Wigton MC, WCMC and 

Spadeadam MC but Durham, Ilklely, VSCC and Mid-

land AC from Worcestershire and others from further 

afield are well represented.  

Lions can be seen at the forestry gates, not real ones of 

course but local Lions groups well known for giving their 

time to good causes are in charge of the forest gates as 

only officials and competitors cars are allowed into the 

forests. 

After a few years use by vehicles on trials many of 

these sections become suitable for mountain bikes and 

walkers as club members carry out work trimming 

branches, digging trenches and other work under strict 

forestry commission supervision in the off season. This 

work of course means a benefit to all sections of the 

community and even keeps the motor club members a 

bit fitter. A few joints are aching for a while after the 

working parties but only because some muscles haven’t 

been used for a while and in some cases a long while! 

The tourist industry and local economy benefits greatly 

from the event as B&B’s, hotels and other attractions 

get additional visitors and being a quiet time of year it is 

very welcome business indeed. Many people choose to 

spend extra days in the area enjoying the scenery and 

on Saturday the weather was fantastic, the scenery ab-

solutely stunning with snow still in the forests in some 

places 

Having decided not to do the Northern Trial this year as 

I felt it far too rough now the Buckler has had its sus-

pension lowered I was going to marshal or assist in 

some way. However my plan had to be abandoned 

when a phone call the week before from fellow Buckler 

owner Carl Talbot who lives in Stroud Gloucestershire 

enquired if I would bounce for him in his Morris Tri-

alsmaster, an ex sporting trials car now road legal, 

much modified and last year’s winner of the Northern 

Trial, I couldn’t refuse could I. 

He arrived at 10.45 pm Friday evening so a quick chat 

and a cup of tea, a glimpse at the car and off we went 

to bed, not together of course but me with my wife as 

usual.  

Bill  Bennett / Liz Bennet:  Class 2 MG J2  

David Miller - Ford Escort  

Roger Goldthorpe and Alan Barry - Liege R  

David and Will Hunt: Suzuki X90  Continued on Page 37 



Lake District Trial 
Continued from Page 36 

Up at 6.30am and away to Wigton auction mart, a 

massive new complex where breakfast was being 

served by unbelievably friendly staff, this venue is 

superb with acres of parking and ideal for motorsport 

events. 

Everyone was in a very cheery and friendly mood, 

drivers, officials, scrutineer, and Dave Cook the su-

perb photographer who’s pictures have been in 

countless magazines for as many years as I can re-

member was happily snapping away even at this 

early hour. 

Our car was very utilitarian, high off ground, open 

bodywork with a roll over hoop, very short wheel-

base, two spare wheels, Renault 1648cc engine from 

a Renault 16, Ford Anglia gearbox and Austin A60 

pick up rear axle, now that is a real mongrel of a car 

if ever there was one. I’ve only ever seen one A 60 

pick up in my life so even the axle was a rarity. 

Paperwork done, scrutineering passed and we were 

soon off to first section, a rough farm lane that 

caused no problems at all. During the road run he 

was telling me that driving back from the Lands End 

trial the gearbox bearing seized, the car spun across 

the dual carriageway  then overturned, his passen-

ger who was his dad was thrown out and Carl was 

trapped underneath but his life saved by the rollover 

hoop. His Dad suffered a broken neck and now has 

a titanium spigot on the top vertebrae of his neck as 

his natural one had broken off when thrown out.                                                                                                        

At this point I slid down as far as I could into the foot-

well. Unfortunately the footwell is only wide enough 

to get one leg in, the other leg has to rest on top of 

first, not ideal for passenger, some of the trials he 

takes part in are 300 miles long. 

First test in Setmurthy was a special test, two of these were to be used if needed as a tie decider, we were one of 

the last competitors to tackle this and fastest by 0.3 of a second up to then so a great start to the event. 

Carl said “be prepared to hang on tight on the sections as I will be fully committed” so I was and with teeth clenched 

hard most of the time I am probably ready for another trip to my dentist and a further £261 lighter again as I tend to 

bite hard and break my teeth and have regular trips where my dentist does a great job rebuilding my teeth often two 

at a time. 

First few sections the car managed to climb unbelievably well virtually trickling through sections with occasional blast 

to get up a steep bit or when having to do a restart on a very steep part as running in class 8 these are the specialist 

cars and generally win outright so have the most difficult tests to tackle and have minimum tyre pressures specified 

to handicap the amount of grip they get as soft tyres mean more grip. 

 Bearing in mind this guy won this event last year and recently won another championship trial he knew exactly what 

he was doing and I was very aware I must concentrate, guide him on the correct route, not miss any code boards or 

deviations in the sections if applicable and call the restarts correctly. Bearing in mind he was travelling a five hour 

journey each way from his home I was seriously thinking about the pressure I was under I can tell you. 

Car was going well and Carl was driving superbly with big torquey engine working really nicely, weather was superb 

and whilst queuing for the start of each section we discussed with other class 8 competitors who all appear to be big 

mates everybody’s scores on the previous section.  

David Golightly/Carla Smith Ford Model A  

David Child/Rod Howe Ford Popular  
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All seemed to have won this event previously at 

some time so it was very close competition from 

cars varying from a beach Buggy type special with a 

Subaru turbo motor giving 140 BHP, various other 

makes such as Cannon, WASP, one with a Toyota 

MR2 motor giving 200BHP, our car had about 97 

BHP was in standard tune but still felt adequate on 

all the hills we had climbed.  

Lots of local club members were out marshalling, 

Jack and Daddy Palmer, Neil and Eileen Horsfall, 

Dave Agnew & Ron Palmer even Edwin Cook all 

deep in Whinlater forest.  Edwin told me he was on 

his mountain bike but of course I didn’t believe him, he never passed his cycling proficiency test as far as I knew.  

Ullister Hill is a long section with deep ruts, quite steep, very slippery and involves a 90 degree left turn with difficult 

steep, muddy adverse camber at the very end. No one had managed to clean this when we were ready to attempt it 

but Carl said he did last year so would be having a serious try so to be sure to hang on. We were going very nicely, 

reasonably sedately when where it became really steep and difficult we took off like a rocket, I could tell he meant 

business when the marshals and spectators ran away. 

 The car was leaping up and down high in the air then Carl finally threw the car up the 90 degree turn with the steep 

adverse camber, very slippery and muddy with myself grimly hanging out as far as I could on my side to prevent car 

from rolling over onto the driver’s side. We demolished the number one marker post but that doesn’t matter in these 

this trials providing you don’t have all four wheels out of the section which we hadn’t. He got a big cheer and ap-

plause and the marshal said “I think that must be a two” to which as luck would have it, the closing car official who 

was also watching said” when you demolish  marker number one and it’s about halfway towards the rear of your car 

it’s definitely a clean as the car is not four wheels out”. Big satisfaction when you try this hard and it pays off. Other 

sections went very well in Whinlater and we were very pleased with progress. 

On to next sections in Hobcarton where Willie Jarman was in charge, looking after Kendall Bruce, Brian Jones, Bob 

Marshal,  Brian Bird, Ron Fisher even Edwin Cook again and his other playmates, they were all having a great time 

and the weather was fabulous too. Here I discovered Edwin really was on his bike and not pulling my leg.  His pick 

up was at the forest gate I must add not back at home in Lamplugh but well done Edwin as its a few years since I 

was at his 70th birthday party. 

Willie and his merry men were running two sections with a common start line called Tweedledum and Tweedledee, 

not sure which was named after whom. These sections were made usable because of the stalwart efforts of these 

aforesaid gentlemen, they had dug with shovels and carried stone with Willies quad bike and trailer and sorted out a 

virtually impassable ditch and at the end of the trial these two sections were voted the two most enjoyable yet tough-

est sections especially by the specialist trials cars such as I was in. 

All sections in Hobcarton were difficult, absolutely full commitment was needed to clean the sections, plenty of pace 

and with the engine on rev limiter most of the time we clawed our way up the section, with synchronised bouncing 

working well we still retained our clean sheet. On one section the final marker was up a vertical bank and at ninety 

degree to the section and impossible to drive up. At this Carl threw the car sideways, floored the throttle hit the verti-

cal bank with the front of the car which launched the front of car up in the air its rear wheels scrabbled for grip, front 

wheels past the top marker and miraculously another clean in the bag, unbelievable really.  I fully expected a burst 

radiator but it survived. 

Finally on to section fifteen the infamous Sandale, the very last section of the event and a sticky deep muddy sec-

tion on Caldbeck fells. The start marshal young master Mills checked our tyre pressures as each class is given a 

minimum pressure that you can use on each section, lower pressures mean more grip but it also means more 

chance of a puncture, basically it’s to handicap the cars. 

 Getting up the section, not hitting a restart board for which you get a six point penalty and  a compulsory restart on 

the most difficult part of the section stood between us and a clean sheet  The start marshal said no class eight cars 

had been able to get away from the restart so this was serious news as other classes eligible for an outright win 

possibly had no restart on this section that’s how the handicap system works. 

Michael Leete/Chris Bird VW Beetle  
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 We climbed the first part of the section to the very 

small restart box where you have to stop with ei-

ther front or rear wheels in the box, not let it roll or 

slide back in the mud which can be very difficult, 

then from a standing start when the marshal drops 

his flag continue to the finish of that section, easi-

er said than done. Another flat out blast and an 

upchange to get  more rear wheel speed, plenty of 

bouncing and we clawed our way gradually up-

wards and popped out of the top, we had made it 

to another clean,  great driving on Carl’s part. The 

only thing that could beat us now was another 

clean sheet and someone with a faster time on 

the two special tests when added together. 

At the finish we had a great meal at the Wigton 

mart, checked scores with our rivals and it turned 

out we had the only clean sheet a superb result 

for Carl this being two years in a row. Our nearest 

rival Charles Knighton in the Subaru engined spe-

cial was on seven points and the most immaculate 

car in the whole trial Bill Bennet’s lovely 1930s 

MG only one point behind on eight. Just how this 

guy drives is fantastic, he climbs to the top of hills 

seemingly without fuss, car remains in pristine 

condition and a nicer guy you couldn’t wish to meet. 

Carl must have been satisfied with my efforts as immediately after the event he asked me to passenger for him next 

year but by then he hopes to have his Buckler MK5 completed with some demon modifications he is planning for it 

so that should be very interesting and something to look forward to. Results wouldn’t be announced until two days 

after the event so they could be checked properly and thankfully when e mailed out we had won with our clean 

sheet, a really rewarding day and a pleasure to witness a great driver at work. To win you need skill but also luck 

and we certainly had lady luck with us rather like the bounce of a rugby ball if it bounces for you it’s ok if not well 

that’s it try another day. 

I have been very fortunate watching great drivers at work, in the past I have also had the pleasure and thrill of co- 

driving for Malcolm Wilson on a couple of British Championship events when he was British Rally champion in 1979/ 

80. This was really fantastic, competing against people such as Ari Vatenan and Hannu Mikkola in works Escorts, 

Tony Pond in a works TR7V8, Jimmy McRae in a works Chevette and Malcolm and myself in the Total sponsored ex 

works MK2 Escort HHJ701N with its 245BHP BDA engine. 

 We won the York MC rally in April 1979 by four minutes, an absolutely brilliant,  perfect drive by Malcolm, the head-

line in Autosport was worded  “Total Domination”, it really was. Being driven like this makes you really appreciate the 

sheer skill and ability these guys possess, car control absolutely sublime and reactions so quick it’s hard to take it all 

in, another experience I will never forget. 

Carl said he couldn’t come up on the Friday until after his wife had flown back from Germany and he couldn’t stay 

with us on Saturday night as she was flying to Amsterdam on Sunday so he would be looking after their 12 year old 

daughter. When I asked what she did for a living he said she’s an opera singer so I imagined she sang with the cho-

rus or in  minor parts with a touring an opera company. He said her stage name was Sarah Connolly so when he had 

gone my wife having more than a passing interest in opera Googled her name. 

Sarah Conolly we discovered is a famous opera star, a soloist mezzo -soprano who sings all over the world in all the 

big opera houses and venues and in 2009 at the last night of the proms at the Royal Albert Hall she was the star so-

loist dressed as Napoleon singing “Rule Britannia” probably the most iconic part an opera singer can perform.  

What an amazing and interesting weekend !!!                                                                                    

Keith Thomas 
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Eddie Farrell  
Lotus Elan Rebuild 

This lockdown business must have done wonders for providers of 

classic cars parts as you can see from the photos  

The body and chassis eventually reunited. The plumbing is complete 

as is most of the wiring. Next is fit fuel tank and pump. Once that is 

done we can finish the interior trim. The engine arrived on Tuesday. It 

will be a big day when that goes in. 

For those of you that are not sure who Eddie is he has been racing 

his silver E Type Jag for many years at events such as Classic Le 

Mans, Silverstone, Spa and lots of other circuits sometimes sharing 

cars with Robert Gate or at other races they each compete in their 

own E Types. 

Eddie used to be a rally driver and when I was competing in the late 

1960s 70s in Cortina’s and Escorts and my Mini Cooper  Eddie was 

best known to many driving his Hillman Avenger sponsored by Myers 

and Bowman winning all kinds of awards usually navigated by Dave 

Sherwin. serviced by John Coyle, Barry ??? and Stephen Lindsay 

who I last saw at M Sport in his red 240 Volvo   

Prior to the Avenger he had various Minis one of which was attracted 

to the now bent iron railings at the 3 road junction between Lillyhall 

industrial estate and Ken Wilsons scrapyard (now Trevor Broughs of 

course).  I seem to remember a bit of panel beating in the garage at 

Gerald McEwans house near the Galloping Horse pub at Harrington 

saw the mini shape restored and the crusher avoided until much later. 

Even prior to Minis Eddie had a little 750 Renault not a Dauphine but 

an older model possibly a Topolino or something similar that has sui-

cide doors that open the wrong way so they opened from the front. 

I navigated for Eddie in this car on an Eden Valley rally in the 1960s 

which used lots of farm tracks and bumpy slippery grass tracks. 

In the quest for power Eddie had fitted a Gordini engine to his car 

from the said scrapyard of course, Gordini was the special tuning divi-

sion of Renault in reality so the car went much quicker than the stand-

ard Renault that came out of their factory. 

Unfortunately Eddie either hadn’t bothered or more likely hadn’t time 

to fit the appropriate better brakes prior to the rally so as we hurtled 

down a very slippery grass farm track near Bewcastle towards a con-

tro,l I said “stop at the marshal” who was standing ready to sign our 

timecard and quite visible on the track. 

As we approached the marshal I opened the suicide door ready to 

allow the marshal to lean in and sign the card, unfortunately when I 

realised we weren’t able to stop through lack of brakes or grip or both 

it was too late to close the door again fast enough, we collected the 

marshal like the Royal Mail trains used to collect sacks of mail from 

the trackside post without stopping ! 

We carried the marshal along for a short way but not too far and to 

say he wasn’t best pleased was a bit of an understatement. 

If the marshal is one of our group or anyone knows who it was I would like to know so that I can forward his contact 

details to Eddie so that he can apologise and check that he was OK, we didn’t hang around after the incident in case 

he recovered his breath too quickly. 

Great memories. 

In later years Eddie started Solway Heaters on Clay Flatts industrial estate Workington so many of you will have 

bought your Calor cylinders etc from him, I will tell you a funny tale about that another time. 

Keith Thomas   



By far the biggest motor sporting event in Scotland these days is the 

Boness Revival, it consists of a speed hill climb, classic car show 

and a classic tour, it was held on 31st Aug/1st Sept a few miles 

west of  Edinburgh and was a triumph over adversity for organisers, 

competitors and even the spectators. Despite everything thrown at 

the organisers all the obstacles were overcome and the event was a 

resounding success. 

Like so many outdoor events in this country the weather is generally 

the key to success, well we certainly had the weather, not what any-

one asked for because even ducks would probably have declined to 

race in the conditions on Saturday morning, however this was Scot-

land where the people have to contend with adverse conditions 

throughout the year, they are a very determined race so they over-

came the adverse conditions and just like show business the show 

went on. Not only did it go on but it was an event of the very highest 

standard a credit to everyone involved. 

Setting up in the days prior to the event had been a nightmare due 

to torrential rain, it continued to plague Saturdays hill climb but 

those 

taking part in the touring run to the Jim Clark museum opening at 

Duns ran out of the bad weather they had some glorious sunshine, 

it was a day greatly enjoyed by all who visited Duns and showcased 

the lowlands of Scotland to a great many people for the first time. 

The Boness Revival Classic car show had an entry of 509 cars rep-

resenting 41 clubs, included in this were 42 individual entries plus 

an additional 30 plus motorcycles and scooters, 113 vehicles en-

tered for the Saturday Jim Clark road tour plus a further 13 cars 

competing on the Boness Saltire trophy rally, this was an historic 

type rally with auto tests, regularity  sections and observations as 

part of the tests. 

The speed hill climb was in addition to the touring events mentioned 

and took place over Saturday and Sunday as two separate events, 

this was so that almost 120 competitors each day had the option to 

compete on one or both days as their individual circumstances per-

mitted. 

Running all these events required a tremendous amount of work 

from the volunteer organisers and because this is not a permanent 

venue all the timing gear,  grandstands, toilets, safety bales, sign-

age, fire points, matting and decking to allow cars to access areas 

over wet ground have to be positioned then removed before and 

after each event. This creates far more work than most permanent 

venues need to do to put on events of this calibre. 

Local firm Tunnock's known worldwide for their famous caramel wa-

fers and teacake biscuits were one of the very welcome sponsors 

and their biscuit products in the welcome pack were very well re-

ceived by competitors. 
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There should definitely be some sort of civic award for the organisers 

as the amount of money that poured into the local area because of 

the Revival was fantastic. Accommodation was at a premium at the 

local hotels, Travel Lodges, Premier Inns etc, restaurants were really 

busy and other businesses were also reporting a tremendous boost 

in footfall greatly benefiting the local economy. 

Many people stayed in the area prior to the events and were staying 

afterwards to visit local attractions they had never ever considered 

visiting before, it brought people from all over the country as far afield 

as Lymington on the south coast to the Orkneys off the north of Scot-

land and unbelievably from America specifically to drive in the Reviv-

al. 

Its 60 years since Jim Clark drove at Boness so to mark the occasion 

one class was given over to cars of the type driven by Jim which pro-

vided an unbelievable and unusual variety of cars tackling the short 

but very twisty and testing hill. A Goggomobile, 2 DKW 2 strokes, 

Triumph TR3As, Porsche 356s several  Lotuses in the form of mod-

els 21,23, 23B, 35, Elite, various Elans, Cortina plus a Tojeiro Jagu-

ar.  Jim's own Lotus Elite and Elans took part and Lotus themselves 

sent one of their brand new Exige Sport 350  cars up on the Friday 

and made a film of it doing a run up the track, all this of course is 

great publicity for the local area as the film has since been released 

along with appropriate press release less than a week after it was 

completed. 

A number of local Cumbrians were taking part, Adam and Dick Smith 

entered both their Frazer Nash's but father Dick trapped a nerve in 

his back opening his large garage doors so couldn't compete, when 

you've had your 80th birthday things like this seem to happen. Ian 

Wozencroft & Ian Smith shared Ian's Alvis 12/70, William Irving too 

brought his Alvis, John Hunter his Riley TT special , Mark Milne Lo-

tus 6, myself in the Buckler MK5, Chris Spencer Scarab Formula 

Vee, David Smith his rapid Mini Marcos and Markus Bewley had his 

GT6. Competition very close in every class in fact some positions 

were decided by margins as close as one hundredth of a second. 

Weather wise Saturday gradually improved but mud in the paddock 

was a problem all day not least because racing cars with virtually 

slick tyres although granted special permission to spin the rear 

wheels to clean them the front tyres were still coated with mud which 

caused a few hairy moments for many, it was rather like racing on a 

track then coming across a skid pan that wasn't visible. 

Sunday was a much better day, straw was spread over the paddock 

to soak up the mud, the rain God likely decided he couldn't win 

against such a determined lot but with the track still treacherous in 

parts coupled to intensive rivalry and competition there were quite a 

few dramatic incidents putting pressure on the marshals and medical 

teams that were first on the scene but they did a superb job. Fortu-

nately everyone was ok after being checked out some cars re- en-

tered the fray, some would almost have qualified to take part in an 

aerobatic display rather than a hill climb although the strategically 

placed straw bales generally came off rather better than the cars. 

Most incidents were caused because the track conditions changed 

suddenly on parts of the track between runs due to run off from the 

surrounding higher ground or from the movement of vehicles such as 

the free shuttle bus unknowingly carrying mud onto the track. 
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I like many others have competed at all the meetings since the first 

one in 2008, we have all become great friends, each year more and 

more people have made their way to Boness it is now a permanent 

fixture in our calendar and we still plan to visit this lovely area this 

for many years to come, will you be there next year too? 

Thank you to Falkirk council owners of the venue and to everyone 

that helped in any way make Boness the success story it has now 

become. 

Keith Thomas 

NEW SECTIONS FOR THE  

VSCC LAKELAND TRIAL. 
 

The VSCC Lakeland trial that takes place on Saturday 9th November 

2020 with 100 vintage cars taking part climbing sections in the Whin-

latter, Wythop, Hobcarton,  forests, some sections at Buttermere and 

up at the slate mine on the top of Honister. 

It's a great event to marshal on and by marshalling people can drive 

their cars into the forest but they must register their interest prior to the 

event by contacting Andrew Tarring  at VSCC headquarters at Chip-

ping Norton e mail Andrew Tarring <andrew.tarring@vscc.co.uk> or by 

contacting David 

David Rushton from Cockermouth who is clerk of the course or myself 

as I have agreed to help compile the list of marshals although I have nothing to do with running the trial. 

Other exciting news this week is that David Rushton who paid a visit to our house in his wonderful vintage Bentley a 

couple of days ago confirms that as the VSCC Lakeland trial Clerk of Course he has secured permission to use 

some superb wooded area of land near Buttermere which should be capable of allowing three brand new sections to 

be included in the trial without requiring any additional road miles to be added to the route. 

To make these sections viable and useable will require a bit of work by a few volunteers over a couple of days clear-

ing a couple of trees, pruning branches etc so David would like people who could help possibly on the first or second 

weekend in October  to get in touch and he will organise work parties to get on with the job. If you can't do weekends 

but can do weekdays still get in touch and he will see what response we get. 

The farmer has kindly agreed to provide the tractor, trailer and any heavy equipment, David and myself have chain-

saws, bowsaw etc but if you have any similar equipment or spades, shovels, pick axe saws or pruners etc bring them 

along in case they are needed. 

I have seen some photos of the terrain which is in lovely woodland and it looks fabulous, David says one section is 

definitely a "stopper" so that is a challenge to those drivers doing the Lakeland who are ultra competitive,mmm think-

ing about that statement it covers everyone in the VSCC trials community doesn't it. 

To volunteer, contact David  Rushton directly or myself and I will pass details on. E mail is best but if you don't 

have  e mail facilities you could text my mobile or ring me I will do my best to get your details correct but I will send a 

reply to confirm I have passed your details to David, if no confirmation in a day or so then contact me again please. 

I was chatting to Jock McKinnon organiser of the Scottish trial as he too was competing at Boness Revival meeting 

last weekend although he was in his vintage Bentley I was in my Buckler, he and his pals are planning a Border 

Reivers style raid to attempt to plunder the trophies on the Lakeland and hurry back across the border with their 

spoils. Will they succeed ? we will know by late evening on 9th November at the Wheatsheaf Inn,  Lorton Cumbria. 

 Keith Thomas 

 kandca.thomas@branthwaitemill.com  :  01900 603073  :  07778 659 338 

 Or  by contacting Andrew Tarring at VSCC headquarters on  andrew.tarring@vscc.co.uk 
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THE 2019 BO’NESS REVIVAL WEEKEND 
(View of a Lancastrian “A reet good do”) 

I am often asked why anybody in their right mind would enter such a beautiful car as the Stag on a speed Hill Climb? 

The answer might be in the question but I hope in due course to change minds. 

Attending the 2019 Bo’ness Revival weekend came about by chance, after photos of Cliff McKinnon (One of the 

Bo’ness Revival Organisers.) and myself competing in hill climbs appeared in last November’s edition of the SOC 

magazine. Cliff put me in touch with Alan Sharpe. (SOC Grampian Section Co-ordinator.) who kindly invited me to join 

them at the Leapark Hotel where they were staying. 

The Bo’ness Revival Classic is set in the beautiful wooded grounds of Kinneil House overlooking the Firth of Forth. 

The Hill Climb uses a twisting access road from the base of the hill with the Paddock and Start running alongside an 

embankment of the Bo’ness and Kinneil Steam Railway and finishing on the entrance road to Kinneil House alongside 

which is the showground where over 400 cars had been entered for Sunday’s show. The layout is compact, friendly 

and welcoming offering full spectator access to the Hill Climb and grounds, and a small grandstand overlooked the 

Courtyard section of the Hill Climb imparting a nostalgic feeling to the venue. 

Friday 30 Sept. Travelled to Bo’ness - Arriving mid-afternoon in 

heavy rain and was joined by friends Chris and Fiona from 

nearby Saddleworth in their TR6. After signing on for the Hill 

Climb, we walked the hill together. At that stage it did not look 

good, heavy rain and mud running a across the track and a 

road sweeper fighting a losing battle trying to keep the course 

clear. 

Returning to the hotel I got a warm welcome from Grampian 

Section. Alan had emailed me earlier asking if I would consider 

navigating for Alex McMillan on the Duns Run. The Tulip Road 

Book had been issued by email and I had plotted the route on a 

small-scale AA Road Atlas. I showed the map to Alex then pon-

tificated a bit about navigating on Motoring News Championship 

Rallies in the 60’s and 70’s. (Big mistake.) Afterwards, we all enjoyed the evening meal 

where we were joined by Chris and Fiona. Continued on Page 45 



Boness Revival 
Continued from Page  44 

The event run over 2 days, had a program offering something 

for all tastes and ages. Saturday had the Road Tour to Duns, 

and Hill Climb followed by an Informal Dinner. Sunday was 

the second Hill Climb and Car Show Unfortunately entering 

the Hill Climb meant I was not able to visit the car show 

ground, but from all reports, everyone thoroughly enjoyed the 

day. 

Saturday 31 Aug. The run to Duns and Informal Dinner – In 

the hotel car park after breakfast, I had the opportunity to look 

at the line-up of very well-presented Grampian Section Stags 

and noted two brilliant ideas that I am definitely going to copy. The first was a chrome-plated brass pop-up sink plug 

with the stem cut off that fitted perfectly into the unsightly hole in the rear of the Tonneau Cover and the second, to 

fasten the rear back seat to the seat frame with Velcro tape to give quick access to the storage area and solving the 

problem of what happens if the release cable breaks .  

The weather was overcast as we made our way to the showground and after signing on, I was settling into Alex’s 

Stag when he returned saying: as I was a rally navigator, we were to lead the group. I wasn’t expecting that. I as-

sumed we would be starting individually not running in convoy. All went well up to Node 7 at 7.3 miles I got en-

grossed in conversation with Alex lost my concentration and said left when I meant right. To my surprise, everyone 

followed us down the wrong slot. Normally this would be a simple U-turn, but on narrow rural roads with no turning 

places and 5 Stags in convoy, very difficult. Cliff asked if there was a recovery route. After checking the map, it was 

possible but would add an extra 3-miles. That seemed preferable to a U-turn and I think I would have got away with 

it had it not been for a blue bus whose route coincided with our detour. With no opportunity to pass, when the bus 

stopped, we stopped, Alex getting increasingly frustrated with every mile and I was relieved when we got back on 

the official route. Having passed through Penicuik, Gorebridge and several delightful villages with traditional single-

story cottages and wide roads, we turned right onto the B6355 heading for the Lammermuir Hills. The sun was now 

shining and we were able to enjoy the glorious moorland views. 

As we approached the summit, we joined a convoy of 11 cars 

headed by what looked to me like a Ford Model A but turned 

out to be a 1950’s Austin Taxi with a Funeral Hearse Body. 

Now that’s something you won't see often, a Cortege of clas-

sic and historic cars. 

On arriving at Duns there was another surprise. The main 

street in front of the Jim Clark Museum had been closed to 

allow parking. We visited the Jim Clark Museum that had 

been reopened two days previously by Sir Jackie Stewart af-

ter a one million pound plus renovation. The museum had the 

ex-Border Reivers D-Type Jaguar driven by Jim Clark parked 

at the entrance, although smaller than expected the Museum 

was very impressive containing Jim’s Lotus Cortina with no 

roll cage and few safety features together with his single-

seater Lotus 25 along with many other interesting exhibits. 

The Museum was far too busy to appreciate fully so I have 

put it on my list for a return visit. 

After the Museum we walked round to the community centre 

and enjoyed an excellent lunch. Afterward as the sun was 

shining Alex put the hood down and we made our separate 

ways back to Bo’ness showground where we were just in time 

to see the last of the Hill Climb runs.  

Returning to the Hotel, as expected, I got plenty of friendly 

banter about wrong slots and the blue buses. So, lesson 

learned, if you visit Scotland and talk the good talk, you’d better be able to deliver. After a very enjoyable and satis-

fying day full of surprises it was time to change for the Informal Dinner at the Café Belgica. 
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Cliff McKinnon had put a lot of hard work into organising the dinner, there was a table plan to ensure friends would 

be sitting together and two after dinner speakers. I was on a table made up mostly of first-time visitors to the Revival 

and sat next to a group of Auto Union enthusiasts who had cars entered in the Hill Climb. After a first-class meal it 

was time for the speakers. Firstly, Eric Dymock celebrated motoring author and journalist who had grown up with 

Jim Clark and give us a fascinating insight into Jim’s more private life and what motivated him. Followed by Tom 

Purves Chairman of the reformed MotorsportUK Advisory Council who held everyone’s interest outlining his 

thoughts for the future of Motorsport in the UK. Both were in-

terviewed by TR Register member Wayne Scott Master of 

Ceremonies and Bo’ness Revival’s Commentator. 

Sunday 1st September. The Hill Climb. -Breakfast at 7.00 am, 

loaded Stag, turned key, nothing. I had absentmindedly left 

the lights on overnight and the battery was completely flat. 

Thankfully, the SOC guys were on hand and piled in. After 

what appeared to be a bad connection the Stag suddenly 

started. By the time I arrived at Bo’ness first practice was un-

derway and I feared the worst but the marshal allowed me to 

enter the Paddock after the first run and I thank the organisers 

for being so flexible. Chris and Fiona were on hand to help me 

set up the Stag when the Scrutineer arrived. After the usual 

checks he issued a credit card-sized Scrutineering Tag for the 

gearshift, this reminded me of the tie labels used in the 60’s 

and 70’s. This together with straw that had been laid down to 

soak up the mud and the mix of vintage historic and classic 

cars, the occasional passing of a steam train and Paddock 

banter (One competitor warmed a couple of pies up on the 

engine before lunch.) created an atmosphere that took me 

back to my younger days. During the day marshals were se-

verely tested by several incidents, fortunately, there were no 

injuries only dented pride and bent motors. 

Before describing driving the Hill Climb, I would like to make a 

few comments about the Stag’s suitability for hill climbing. On 

paper the Stag does not look promising, a touring car derived 

from a saloon with a heavy V8 engine at the front. We are all 

familiar with how well the Stag handles and drives on the road. 

But when pushed to the limit it takes on a different personality 

and rewards smooth driving. Understeer is well controlled and 

if the rear steps out, gently easing off the throttle brings it back 

into line. If you get the entry speed, turn-in, and apex right it 

rewards by flowing through the corner as though on rails giv-

ing the hugely satisfying sensation and feeling that you are 

part of the car. But as the Tifosi say (Italian Ferrari Fans.). 

“You cannot describe the passion you have to live it.” 

Driving the Hill Climb was very rewarding. There was plenty of 

room leading up to the start line, though normally frowned up-

on, most entrants were doing mini burnouts to clear mud from their tyres. At the start, when the light goes green you 

set off in your own time. The start is on a short level straight section with a right-hand kink leading to a tight left-hand 

hairpin bend. Change up to second gear on the straight before braking heavily whilst changing down to first before 

entering the hairpin, turning in late induces a little understeer allowing the hairpin to be taken with a single turn of the 

steering wheel lining the car up to get a good drive out. The road then starts to climb with a short straight leading 

into Crawyett bend. A gentle left-hander with stone bridge walls on either side set at a slight angle to the road. I 

knew from walking the hill that there is plenty of room for the Stag to fit, but I just did not have the confidence to take 

it flat out in second gear on the day. After Crawyett the hill climbs very steeply into Old Paddock bend, a long 90-

degree right-hand corner with a blind apex.  

Setting up in the Paddock 

Warming up the Pies 

Recovery at Paddock Bend 

Continued on Page 47 



Old Banger For Sale   . . . .   Comes with free Car 

Boness Revival 
Continued from Page  46 

This leads into the Courtyard complex consisting of a 

tight blind left turn around the corner of a stone build-

ing immediately followed by a longer right then a tight 

90-degree left turn onto the finishing straight. All taken 

in second gear, the Stag seemed to flow through the 

complex but I could not manage to get a good drive 

onto the short finishing straight. Driving the hill was 

absolutely brilliant the Stag just flowed from start to 

finish and Bo’ness is now one of my favourites. I will 

be back next year to try to improve on my time. 

You don’t have to have a highly modified car to enter 

hill climbs, my Stag is fairly standard the only changes 

being to the suspension: The engine is producing 

about 110HP at the wheels. (Close to the factory spec-

ified 143HP at Flywheel.) has Chris Witor 1” lowered 

springs, and 15” x 6” R&R Alloys fitted with Continental 

ContiPremiumContact5 tyres. Thanks to help form 

John Green form the SOC North Lancashire Section 

setting up the Stromberg’s and Cliff McKinnon for sharing his knowledge on suspension wheels and tyres, I feel the 

Stag is now running as the designers had intended. So, am I in my right mind hill climbing a Stag? If I have sparked 

anyone’s enthusiasm to have a go please get in touch through the SOC North Lancs Section. Cliff McKinnon has 

said he will create a Stag Class next year if we get a couple more cars. 

Summary. What a fabulous weekend the Bo’ness Revival certainly lived up to its name. It had captured the atmos-

phere of the 60’s and taken me back in time, an event to lock into the memory bank. The organisation had been 

faultless, running smoothly in the background, low-key regulation by Stewards had ensured every one attending had 

been able to fully enjoy the spectacle of the occasion. Events like the Bo’ness Revival do not just happen, and as 

the weekend came to a close, I began to reflect on the 100’s of hours that must have gone into making it such a spe-

cial occasion. So, thanks to the organisers, officials, and marshals for their dedication and effort. I can wholehearted-

ly recommend a visit; you will not be disappointed. 

          Ted Roberts  :  Knowldale Car Club 
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Photos Courtesy of Tony North 

More on Page 49 



2008 Berwick Classic 
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Documents Donation 
I was given a packet of documents from an ex BMC /BL /Rover employee that are going to end up being donated to 

Gaydon archive assuming the donor agrees.  One that may be of interest is Heritage News dated Winter 1991 - 8 

pages attached.  I posted this and others on the BMM volunteer /staff pages on Facebook very recently, but presume 

that you will not have such access.  Of course this dates to before the collection was at Gaydon. 

I did initiate a weekly Zoom gathering with some of my colleagues from "my other museum haunt" - Cotswold Motor-

ing Museum.  The manager has a plan for reopening (but cannot and will not as yet of course) that involves cleaning 

regimes (at last?), separate entrance and exit, contactless payment only, no shop and 1 way traffic, as well as doors 

chocked open.  In meantime I am assured that, due to his advancing years, Brum is staying safely indoors isolating 

with his household (he shares with a BMW 327, an XK140, a Sunbeam Talbot, Riley RMD, an Invicta, a Brough Su-

perior......).  Probably just as well as we hear that visitors had flocked back to Bourton on the Water at the weekend. 

If you have never visited the museum - there are a couple of recent visitor videos at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=tdqFJDaFpnM - although the museum is maybe not shown in its best light https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=3GcZNC55-Q4 - includes a very rare and impromptu interview with the museum Collections Manager Graham.  

Ed Littlefield 

More on Pages 52 and 53 
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An old farmer died leaving his 17 horses to his 3 sons. 

When his sons opened up the will it read: 

‘My eldest son should get 1/2 (half) of total horses;’ 

‘My middle son should be given 1/3rd (one-third) of the 

total horses;’ 

‘My youngest son should be given 1/9th (one-ninth) of 

the total horses.’ 

As it’s impossible to divide 17 into half or 17 by 3 or 17 
by 9, the three sons started to fight with each other. 

So, they decided to go to a farmer friend who they con-
sidered quite smart, to see if he could work it out for 

them. 

The farmer friend read the will patiently, and, after giving 
due thought, brought one of his own horses over and 

added it to the 17. 

That increased the total to 18 horses. 

Now, he divided the horses according to their father’s 

will. 

Half of 18 = 9. So he gave the eldest son 9 horses. 

1/3rd of 18 = 6. So he gave the middle son 6 horses. 

1/9th of 18 = 2. So he gave the youngest son 2 horses. 

Now add up how many horses they have: 

Eldest son 9 

Middle son 6 

Youngest son 2 

TOTAL = 17 

This leaves one horse over, so the farmer friend takes 

his own horse back to his farm……     Simply Really 

One day in the jungle, a chimpanzee was inventing some 

tools to eat his dinner.  

One tool was a flat stick sharpened along one edge, this 

he used to cut his food.  

The other was a stick with four smaller sticks attached to 

the end each sharpened to a point.  

He used to spear his food and place it in his mouth.  

The chimp was very proud of his inventions which he 

called his one point tool and his four point tool.  

One day he awoke to find that the four point tool was 

missing.  

The chimp was distraught. He ran around the jungle try-

ing to find his precious tool.  

First he came upon the lion. ”Lion, Lion!” he cried, “Have 

you seen my four point tool?” ”No” replied the lion, “I 

have not seen your four point tool.”  

Then the chimp came upon the gorilla. ”Gorilla, Gorilla!” 

he cried, “Have you seen my four point tool?” ”No” re-

plied the gorilla, “I have not seen your four point tool.”  

Then the chimp came upon the jaguar. ”Jaguar, Jaguar!” 

he cried, “Have you seen my four point tool?” ”Yup!” re-

plied the jaguar, “I’ve seen your four point tool.” ”Well 

where is it?” inquired the chimp. ”I ate it” said the jaguar, 

smugly. ”Why would you do that?” cried the chimp. 

”Because” replied the big cat, “I’m a four point tool eater 

jaguar!”  



Paddling like a Swan 
Lancashire Automobile Club 
 We read a lot in Spotlight and other newsletters 

about entrant’s feelings and experiences on 

events. The fact it is 99% positive must reflect well 

on the organisers and show we are doing some-

thing right. 

 I thought a simple report from an organisers point of view 

on a fairly basic Touring Assembly might go to show how 

much this particular swan is paddling below the surface! 

 First thing to realise is that whilst a Touring Assembly is a 

‘simple event’ it still requires a team of committed organisers 

and officials if it is to run properly. You will always need a 

Clerk of Course, Secretary of the Meeting, Entries Secretary, 

Route planner, Course Cars and of course marshals. 

 For a straightforward event like say the Manchester to 

Blackpool Classic Car Run (now in its 54th year) or the Coast 

to Coast (a relative newcomer at 24 years) planning starts 

about 13 months before the event. We need to establish ‘hard 

points’ on the route such as the start and finish venues and 

any potential refreshment halts or lunch stops. 

 Finish venues are getting harder to come by as hotels in 

particular seem to be going more and more into the wedding 

business which are far more lucrative than our events. As one 

manager said a car event gives them an afternoon and possi-

bly an evening whereas a wedding potentially means the hotel 

will be fully booked for 2 or three nights plus the reception, 

wedding breakfast etc. Plus in general drivers don’t drink 

much! 

 The Manchester to Blackpool is a one day event but the 

Coast to Coast finishes on the east coast meaning overnight 

accommodation is required for entrants and officials that 

again limits possible finish venues. The Coast to Coast and 

Manchester to Blackpool are fairly high profile and invites 

need to go out for the Mayors of the towns where the finishes 

are. The Mayors present awards and are part of the Concours 

judging teams. 

 The Manchester to Blackpool requires a little more planning 

as it caters for a wide range of cars capable of different 

speeds and with some limited on hillclimbing and braking per-

formance (very relevant if you have long descents). This 

means we need three intertwining routes using a common 

‘core’ visiting the same controls where possible and of differ-

ent lengths and ‘average speeds’. We have a shorter route 

avoiding bad pull outs and long/steep ascents and descents 

with an average speed of 19mph (suits pre war Austin 7 type 

vehicles and Edwardians cars manufactures 1908-1918) Then 

we have a longer route, more challenging to car and driver 

with a schedule based on 26mph and finally just in case we 

get any a Veteran Route which is much shorter based on 

12mph. 

 The plan is that if car 1 left the start and did the shorter route at 19mph it would arrive at the finish at the same 

time as it would if it did the longer route at 26mph. That takes some careful planning. 
Continued on Page 55 



Paddling Like A Swan 
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 OK once these ‘hard points’ are established and booked we 

can work on the roads joining the dots. At the same time we 

need to develop risk assessments (particularly if local authori-

ties are involved who will have their own requirements in this 

area). Whilst this is going on we can start looking at the regula-

tions usually developed from previous years but taking into ac-

count changes in the Blue Book and MSA guidance (for exam-

ples we can no longer give any awards for the road section of 

the event so even Finishers Awards are out). 

 Once the route has been developed on paper it needs to be 

driven. Watch out for bad pull outs, uneven surfaces, raised 

central humps on rural roads and narrow bridges. Why I hear 

you say. Well an Austin Healey can easily rip off an exhaust 

where the centre of the road is raised and some cars can 

‘beach’ on severe hump back bridges. (Don’t ask what damage 

a narrow tree lined road can do to a modern Aston Martin!!!!) 

This run through often leads to route amendments. 

 With this done we can go to the RLO with our route. 10 to 

one there will be a clash somewhere or an area to be avoided 

which will necessitate a route change. This is a big problem on 

the Drive it Day events as there are simply so many classic car 

events on that weekend. 

 With the RLOs happy we can apply for a Permit (CoE) from 

the MSA. The C2C and M2B both run under dual permits for 

both a Touring Assembly and Concours. We are permitted to 

give awards for the Concours provided it is at the finish of the 

Touring Assembly. 

 With the route sorted on paper we can start producing the, 

tulip, road books. This involves driving the route and recording 

all the mileages plus drawing each junction along the route to-

gether with place names, road signs etc. We follow a sort of 

tulip format plus full written directions – we don’t want anyone 

getting lost. In our road books we would have for example a 

tulip indicating a right turn at a crossroads with traffic lights; the 

accompanying written instruction would be turn right at traffic 

lights sign post Haslingden. Where we have an ‘interesting’ 

junction we put in the next place name together with the mile-

age to the sign at the side of the road to give the navigator 

confidence they are on the right road or let them know they 

have wrong slotted before they travel too far. We do the same 

on long sections where there are no junctions sometimes list-

ing 4 or 5 place names along the way. For the Coast to Coast 

which is normally 180 to 210 miles this takes up to 3 days and 

usually means at least one overnight stay. 

At this point we send full route details to all the police forces on 

the route and occasionally we get asked to make changes –

back to the RLO and yet another run through the affected sec-

tion. 

 By now the regulations have gone out and we are about 4 

months from the event. Things are a bit slack so we start on 

the Route Information Book. This gives details of all the places 

of interest on the route with some ‘interesting information’ and history to keep any passengers in the car occupied. 

On classic events there may be 3, 4 or even 5 people in the car and 180 miles can take a long time. 

Continued on Page 56 
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  As the event gets nearer the draft route book is test 

driven by the Clerk of Course and normally a few changes 

and tweaks are needed. One year a new roundabout 

‘appeared’ literally overnight. All officials now need to be 

confirmed and marshal’s instructions prepared which in-

cludes timings for all controls plus start and finish venues. 

Rally plates are ordered plus any Concours awards. 

 Entries are now rolling in and the venues (controls, lunch 

halt etc) need to be kept abreast of developments size of 

entry numbers of people. On the Coast to Coast we need to 

book accommodation at the finish for marshals and officials.  

 In the fortnight before the event the route gets a final run 

through plus the web site of every highway authority has to 

be checked to see if there are any roadworks or road clo-

sures on the route. Note not all the web sites are accurate. 

 Final Instructions, Route Books and Route information 

Books can now be printed together with all relevant event 

paperwork Control cards etc etc. In the week before the 

event all the paperwork is sent out with entry lists and sup-

porting paperwork 

 Come the day of the event the admin crew sign everyone 

on and issue Route Books, Route Information Books, Con-

trol Cards, Rally plates and final entry lists plus any amend-

ments to Final Instructions. This is complicated on the M2B 

as there are actually 3 intertwining routes for the drivers to 

choose from of different lengths and with different average speed settings. 

 20 minutes before car one departs the Course cars set off using the route books to check the route, position ar-

rows where required, sign on the marshals and deliver control boards etc. We use two course cars with the second 

crew backing up the first and available to cover any controls where the marshals are late. The Course car crews 

cover the finish as marshals. 

 At the finish the Mayors are in place and judging commences on arrival of the first car. Our events are untimed 

so the cars tend to come as groups (funnily enough despite us setting them off at two per minute in roughly age 

order by the finish they tend to travel in groups with all the Austin Healeys together or the Triumphs or the MGs – 

strange that. 

 On the C2C we provide a buffet at the finish which can present other issues (just what do you say when a driver 

complains his navigator is a lacto vegetarian with a wheat allergy and there is nothing for them to eat? Tip don’t 

recommend the fish!) 

 There you have it a simple event but a lot of work and organisation. Is it worth it – you bet it is. The only thing 

that grates is when an entrant raises an issue as a moan like why can’t we have timing or why no finishers award. 

The answer is simple it was a Touring Assembly and the regulations say it must follow a certain format. 

Chris Lee  :  Lancashire AC 

A new manager spends a week at his new office with the manager he is replacing. On the last day the departing 

manager tells him, "I have left three numbered envelopes in the desk drawer. Open an envelope if you encounter a 

crisis you can't solve."  

Three months down the track there is major drama, everything goes wrong - the usual stuff - and the manager 

feels very threatened by it all.  

He remembers the parting words of his predecessor and opens the first envelope. The message inside says 

"Blame your predecessor!" He does this and gets off the hook.  

About half a year later, the company is experiencing a dip in sales, combined with serious product problems. The 

manager quickly opens the second envelope. The message read, "Reorganize!" This he does, and the company 

quickly rebounds.  

Three months later, at his next crisis, he opens the third envelope. The message inside says "Prepare three enve-

lopes.” 



Where is This  

August Part 2 Question. 

Answer  
2013  

North Yorkshire Classic 

Dunscombe Park, 

Helmsley  
O/S Map 100 GS 60 82  

Where is This  
August Part 1 Question. 

Twerk (the meaning of) 
To dance using predominantly your bum, usually sexually. 

Or 

Where people in Yorkshire go Monday to Friday. 

 

What’s the best thing about Switzerland? 
The flag…  it's big plus!  

When you think you have a BAD DAY 
Somebody probably had a worse one 

TRAINING 
Fire Training 

Saturday 
September 12

th.
 

 

1st on Scene 
Saturday 
5

th
 December 

 
email Tracy Smith 

tracey.amsc@hotmail.com 



So . . . 30mph is 30mph ? 
There has been quite a few comments in the media about speed limits and once again we hear the cry 30 means 30! 

But is 30 always 30? 

Many people don’t know that the accuracy of speedometers is covered by legal requirements. Under the Construc-

tion and Use Regulations speedometers are require to have an accuracy of plus or minus 10%. So that means two 

vehicles travelling at say 70mph could have very different speedometer readings. In theory, but probably not in prac-

tice as we shall see, one speedo could be reading 63mph and the other 77mph. That’s a difference of 14mph – one 

to remember when you come up behind a dawdler or have someone stuck on you rear bumper on a motorway. 

It used to be said some manufacturers used all of the 10% allowance on the plus side so it appeared their cars could 

go faster than they were actually capable of. Nowadays there are advantages from an economy perception. If you 

travel slower because your speedo is optimistic you save fuel; couple this with an optimistic milometer and you get 

apparently improved fuel consumption! 

The regulations were written some time ago and some argue that this allowance is out of date but it is still the current 

law. The argument that today’s speedometers are more accurate may be correct but the implications of this may not 

be significant as we shall reveal. 

This 10% margin for error is used by some police forces as a reason to give leeway on speeding prosecutions with a 

further 3mph added as a margin for driver error. Others argue that 30 is 30 and that’s the end of it. Harsh but is it 

fair? 

Well let’s assume that a speedometer is absolutely correct isn’t that the end of it? Well no you see a speedo doesn’t 

actually measure miles per hour it measures the revolutions per second of the wheel and that is a very different ani-

mal. What happens is that there is a conversion factor from revolutions to miles per hour and to do this you need to 

know the rolling diameter of the wheel. If you think about it a 20 inch diameter wheel will travel further than a 10 inch 

diameter wheel per revolution. So all we need to know in calibrating the speedo is the wheel size –well not quite! 

A wheel is not a fully solid device it has a squidgy bit round the outside called a tyre. This as they say is flat at the 

bottom hence it is the rolling diameter which is needed and this varies. There are many variables which can increase 

or decrease the rolling diameter and these can cancel each other out or be cumulative. For example, an under inflat-

ed tyre will have a smaller rolling diameter. A new tyre has deeper tread and therefore a slightly larger rolling diame-

ter. 

If you look in your handbook it will quote different pressures for different loads so if you use the higher pressure be-

cause of carrying passengers or other loads the tyre will have a larger rolling diameter when the car is unladen. 

Oh and have you noticed tyre pressures are quoted with the tyre cold. As you drive the tyre will warm up and the air 

inside expands this tends to increase the rolling diameter. 

Lets throw in altitude the higher you go the less the atmospheric pressure therefore the pressure in the tyre is rela-

tively greater and up goes the rolling diameter. This is usually not significant in the UKbut can be appreciable on say 

an Alpine pass. 

Lots of small changes but potentially cumulative and they can have an effect. 

Perhaps the bigger effects come when we change wheel sizes going for sportier wheels. Bigger diameter equals big-

ger rolling diameter; this is usually compensated by fitting lower profile tyres so the rolling diameter is approximately 

the same as original –but not quite. 

Tyre choice can have an effect not only in the profile (height of the tyre wall is perhaps a better term in this case) al-

tering the rolling diameter but other manufacturing differences including tyre wall stiffness. Different manufacturers 

have different construction techniques and this can make a difference. Some of the data on ‘winter tyres’ indicates 

these may well have different rolling diameters to equivalent summer tyres. 

Other than where your speed is determined by GPS i.e. on your sat nav it is probably that there are all sorts of differ-

ent factors affecting the accuracy of your speedo and that’s before we get to the device itself which wasn’t specified 

for 100% accuracy in the first place and wear and tear will affect it over the years in any case. 

Simple message to all who say 30 is 30 should be prove it- oh and by the way there is a margin for error on the 

speed cameras the police use in any case. And that is? 

Lancashire Automobile Club 



Date Discipline Club Title Venue - Notes Champ 

05-Sep Sprint Liverpool MC Aintree Autumn Sprint Aintree  

06-Sep Targa CDMC + A&PMCC Pennine Classic & Targa Gisburn  

12-Sep PCA Under 17 MC NW U17MC PCA 4 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

12-Sep Autosolo Under 17 MC NW U17MC Autosolo 4 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Sep PCA Under 17 MC NW U17MC PCA 5 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Sep Autosolo Under 17 MC NW U17MC Autosolo 5 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Sep Autotest Under 17 MC NW U17MC Autotest 2 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Sep PCA Airedale & Pennine MCC A&PMCC PCA 9 Guisely Non R/R 

27-Sep Autotest Knutsford & District MC Tim Sargeant Autotest  Non R/R 

03-Oct Sprint Longton & Dist MC Sprint 8 Anglesey Circuit  

04-Oct Sprint Longton & Dist MC Sprint 9 Anglesey Circuit  

11-Oct Stage Rally Warrington & Dist MC 
Adgespeed &  

JRT Motorsport Stages 
3 Sisters, Wigan  

11-Oct PCA Airedale & Pennine MCC A&PMCC PCA 10 Guisely Non R/R 

25-Oct AutoSOLO Knutsford & DMC Booths Hall  AutoSOLO Booths Hall Non RR 

07-Nov Stage Rally Bolton-le-Moors CC Neil Howard Stages 2019 Oulton Park  

08-Nov PCA Airedale & Pennine MCC A&PMCC PCA 11 Guisely Non R/R 

05-Dec Autosolo Under 17 MC NW U17MC Autosolo 7 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

05-Dec PCA Under 17 MC NW U17MC PCA 7 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

06-Dec Autosolo Accrington MSC AMSC Autosolo 2 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

06-Dec Autotest Accrington MSC AMSC Autotest 2 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

06-Dec PCA Accrington MSC AMSC PCA 2 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Dec PCA Airedale & Pennine MCC A&PMCC PCA 12 Guisely Non R/R 

SD34MSG Calendar Remaining for 2020 

Non Race/Rally Championship 

 O/A                              Class  Score     Club   

   1 Andy Williams    51.25 U17MC 

   2 Scott MacMahon    50.42 U17MC 

   3 James Williams    49.83 U17MC 

   4 Lauren Crook    48.75 U17MC 

   5 Phil Clegg    39.55 Accrington 

   6 Chris MacMahon    38.83 U17MC 

   7 Steve Johnson    31.96 Boundless 

   8 James Robinson    31.41 U17MC 

   9 Andrew Robinson    30.92 U17MC 

 10 Andy Crawley    30.19 Warrington 

 11 Gary Sherriff`    30.07 Bolton 

 12 Stephen Holmes    29.07 Clitheroe 

 13 Jess Crawley    28.34 Warrington 

 14 Chris Livesley    18.90 U17MC 

 15 Dave Graves    18.87 Bolton 

` 16 Matthew Nichols    17.56 Bolton  

 17 Ian Swallow    10.00 Bolton 

 18 Warren Nicholls      9.57 Bolton 

 19 John Jones      9.38 Accrington 

 O/A                                   Score     Club   

   1 Brian Wragg      84 Liverpool 

   2 Tracey Smith      57 Accrington 

   3 Steve Smith      37 Accrington 

   4 Maurice Ellison      34 Clitheroe 

=   5 Alex Brown      20 Bolton 

=   5 Ian Mather      20 Stockport 

=   5 Jack Mather      20 Bolton 

=   5 Lindsey Mather      20 Bolton 

 O/A                                   Score     Club   

   1 James Robinson      30 U17MC 

   2 Jessica Crawley      29 Warrington 

   3 Daniel Millward-Jackson    19 U17MC 

   4 Matthew Nicholls      17 Bolton 

   5 Milo Unwin      17 Accrington 

Marshals Championship 

U 18 Championship 

Only showing Marshals that have Qualified 



Re:  ANWCC CHAMPIONSHIPS 2020 & COVID-19 

Thank you for supporting our championships this year, which has seen unprecedented problems for all of us.  We 
hope that you and your family have not been affected by the virus. 

As motor sport is beginning to return to some sort of normality we are pleased to let you know that most of our 
championships will run to a conclusion, with a Champion being announced along with awards for those of you who 
are successful.  The Awards Night has been booked for Saturday 30th January 2021 and details will be announced 
when we know the full situation. 

Our regulation 1.16 gives details of the number of scores to count in any championship, along with the minimum 
number to be started to be eligible for an award.  If the minimum number of qualifying events is not reached then 
regulation 1.16 states what happens if a championship is declared void and therefore cancelled. 

So, what does this mean for you, the championship event organisers … 

[1]  Events that are in “void” championships will be refunded any registration fees paid, or if the event is 
yet to run will not be invoiced for fees.  This can be given as a credit against future payments, or can be 
refunded direct to your club bank account. 

[2]  Events that are still to be held will be treated as normal championship qualifying events – fees being 
invoiced after the event when the number of starters is known. 

The calendar can be found by going to our website www.anwcc.co.uk and clicking on the CALENDAR 2020 
link.  For regulations of events that are happening the links can be found under “Regs Online” on the right-
hand menu.  Note that this does change almost daily, so please keep checking. 

It is vitally important that organisers inform me if there are any changes to the Calendar, also let me know 
when regulations are to be issued so that I can add the link to our website for competitors to download the 
information. 

A separate message is being sent to all our registered championship contenders and we are asking that they give 
full support to the events that are running. 

We would also appreciate knowing plans for 2021 as we have started the provisional list of events, which can be 
found on the Calendar 2020 document.  The official registration form will be online later in the year. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  The important thing is that everyone stays safe 
and is able to enjoy what we can for the rest of this year. 

Kind regards, 

 

Dave V Thomas 
Championships Co-Ordinator 

 

E:\ANWCC\2020-ANWCC\2020-championships\ch20-0726-organisers-letter.doc www.anwcc.co.uk 

http://www.anwcc.co.uk
http://www.anwcc.co.uk


HAWKSHEAD GIN AND SPIRIT CO 
Hawkshead Gin And Spirit Co is small craft spirit business based in 

Hawkshead village at the very heart of the English Lake District, a UNESCO 

World heritage site. 

We produce a range of fine gins and spirits, all carefully handcrafted using 

our unique blending process to let the true flavours of the gins shine through 

from the very first taste.  

We are very environmentally aware and only use 100% recycled glass for our 

bottles and responsibly sourced corks for our stoppers. 

All our labels are produced using minimal inks and recycled paper. 

We try to re use or recycle 100% of any packaging that our suppliers send to 

us 

We produce three different gins at the moment. All contain fine botanicals 

from around the world and some local ones picked from the wild hedgerows 

of the Lake District. 

Potter's No1 is a classic London dry gin, full of citrus flavour. Perfect for a 

lovely G&T. Serve over ice with a premium Mediterranean tonic and a slice of 

orange.  

Potter's Pink Raspberry gin is bursting with delicious raspberry and vanilla 

notes that carry right to the last sip. Serve over ice with a premium tonic and 

garnish with a few raspberry's.  Delicious ! 

Ruskin's red berry is a unique blend of four red berry flavours. The fruit really 

is the star in this gin giving an amazing berry burst sensation in the mouth. A 

super summer gin, drink with a premium tonic over ice or just sip over ice. 

Yummy. 

We supply general public, trade and retail customers. Our products are 

stocked in many great pub's, restaurants and hotels in the Lake District area 

and are also available from selected retailers for off sales. 

We offer a fast postal service for all customers and can ship to anywhere in 

the world with environmentally friendly protective packaging. 

Please contact us for all your needs and we will do our very best to help you 

out.     

We deliver to local trade outlets on a weekly basis. 

For all trade enquires please contact Mark on 07951454330 

hawksgin@mail.com 

https://hawksheadginandspirit.com/ 

mailto:hawksgin@mail.com
https://hawksheadginandspirit.com/


PRO-TEC PERFORMANCE LANCASHIRE  
*Tuning Specialists Established 1991  * Vintage * Classic * Modern * 

2wd Rolling Road Tuning*    
Full stock of carburettor spares  * Weber * Dellorto * SU * Stromberg Ect  

* Engine & transmission builds*  
MOT’s  

Tel. 01772 633777 or Fax 01772 633792  

E-Mail.protecmotorsport@btconnect.com  
Web site: www.pro-tecmotorsport.com  

Unit 6,Clifton Business Park, Preston New Road, Clifton,Preston,Lancs.PR4 0XQ  

Chelmsford MC 

The Preston Rally 
Date change  

NOW  
28/29th November 2020 

We have had a positive response from one of our 

most important landowners for this year's rally, 

however they cannot accommodate us on the 

5/6th December, we have therefore had to bring 

the event date forward one week to the 28/29th 

November 2020.  

This has the advantage of not clashing with Le 

Jog but does clash with the Bustard so it will 

please some and not others .  

The forestry have confirmed they are happy with 

this revised date. 

https://chelmsfordmc.co.uk/  

https://chelmsfordmc.co.uk/




Liverpool  
Motor Club 

Aintree Sprint 

 

 Historic ex-Grand Prix Venue 

 Wide course, over a mile long 

 Friendly events 

 Lots of runs 

 Great Value 

 Café on site 

 Race suits not required for Standard Car drivers 

 

Remaining 2020 Date:- 
5

th
 September 

 

The events are open to any member of a 
club in SD34, ANWCC or ANCC. 

For more Info and to enter, 
see www.liverpoolmotorclub.com 

SUNDAY  

15th November  
ALL SYSTEMS GO!! 
Following the recent announcement from Motorsport UK 

to allow rallying to restart, the organisers of the Malton 

Forest Rally are pleased to announce that we’re forging 

ahead with plans for this years event! 

With the MFR being the only chance to compete in the 

Yorkshire Forests this year, we expect entries to be in 

high demand. We’ll be using the classic forests of Crop-

ton, Gale Rigg and Langdale, with central servicing at Ad-

derstone Field. 

We anticipate things being slightly different from previous 

years, but without any major changes to the current situa-

tion we will look forward to seeing competitors leaving 

MTC1 on Sunday 15th November! 

http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/


Matlock Motor Club  

DANSPORT HISTORIC  

REGULARITY ROAD RALLY  

October 17th 2020 

Matlock Motor Club presents the DANSPORT HISTORIC 

REGULARITY ROAD RALLY 2020!  

•  Starts from Chesterfield and finishes near Stocks

 bridge  

•  Road sections and special tests in Derbyshire and 

 South Yorkshire (maps 110 and 119).  

•  60 CLASSIC CARS EXPECTED TO ENTER!  

•  A daytime event - everyone back home and tucked up 

 in bed by 10.00 PM!  

•  COVID19 protocols to be exercised as per MUK 

 guidelines.  

Regs  

https://matlockmotorclub.co.uk/

wp-content/uploads/2020/07/

Dansport-Regulations-2020.pdf   

 

Marshals  :  Charlie Wheeldon 

charles.wheeldon69@btinternet.com  

The organisers of the Armstrong Galloway Hills Rally 

have determined that due to the ongoing COVID-19 pan-

demic, the 47th running of the event scheduled for Sep-

tember will not go ahead, but will be *provisionally* re-

scheduled for Saturday 31st October 2020.  

Running the event will be determined by the availability 

and willingness of Marshals, Rescue and Recovery 

Crews, Medics, Radio Operators and other Officials, as 

well as changes in Government Guidelines in Scotland to 

allow the event to take place.  

A strong interest from potential Competitors is also re-

quired. The proposed 2020 event will be Non-Spectator, 

with live stage footage being broadcast online as an al-

ternative.  

To enable the organising team from Solway, Machars 

and East Ayrshire Car Clubs to make an informed deci-

sion on the future of the 2020 event, potential Volunteers 

and Competitors are asked to complete a very short sur-

vey on the event’s website:  

www.gallowayhillsrally.co.uk/survey  

Aberystwyth and District Motor Club 

Time Trial at Sweet Lamb 
9th of August 

It is with regret that Aberystwyth and District Motor Club, 

having taken current Welsh Assembly Government 

guidelines into account, announce the postponement of 

the Select Security Services Rally Time Trial at Sweet 

Lamb Motorsport Complex. At present, mass gatherings 

of more than 30 people are still not permitted by the 

WAG, and there is no guarantee that this will definitely 

change before the 9th of August. Despite the organisers’ 

best efforts, and with plans to maintain social distancing 

at an advanced stage, the event is still considered to be 

a mass gathering, and therefore not permitted. We are 

extremely disappointed to have had to make this deci-

sion, but could not risk waiting any longer without the full 

go-ahead from all authorities, with competitors and mar-

shals alike needing to confirm travel arrangements. We 

have a new date - the weekend of the 31st October / 1st 

November - provisionally booked for the running of the 

event. We hope that by then, the WAG mass gathering 

position will have changed to be in line with that of the 

rest of the UK. As per event regulations, all competitors 

who have paid may either request a full refund, or leave 

their entries in place for the new date. We will be in 

touch with you all individually in due course to deal with 

this. We wish to thank all of you who have entered, 

sponsored and signed up to marshal on the event for 

your support, and hope that we will see you in Sweet 

Lamb later in the year, much as we wish it would have 

been on the 9th of August. 

https://matlockmotorclub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Dansport-Regulations-2020.pdf
https://matlockmotorclub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Dansport-Regulations-2020.pdf
https://matlockmotorclub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Dansport-Regulations-2020.pdf
mailto:charles.wheeldon69@btinternet.com
http://www.gallowayhillsrally.co.uk/survey


TRACK DAYS EVERY MONTH at Three Sisters 

You can now bring your child along as young as 6 to start 
learning the art of kart racing, starting with our Bambino 
lessons. 

The aim of these lessons is to teach them the basics of 
kart racing before they move up into our Cadet and Junior 
lessons, and then onto the club. 

Your little ones will be looked after and trained by one of 
our registered ARKS instructors and we will do our best to 
help them through all these important first stages! (There 
is even a little bit of homework but don’t tell them that yet). 

There are 3 lessons for them to progress through, availa-
ble for ages 6 and 7 year olds  

(lessons are approx. 1.5 hours each) 

Outdoor Junior Karting in the North West 

Places available  
call 01942 719030 to book.  
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(not an easy job keeping track of all those events 
and competitors from so many different clubs) 

 

A Special mention of gratitude to   
ALL THOSE CLUBS AND PEOPLE  

WHO DO SEND IN REPORTS, 

    

 Jokes, Photographs, Information, reports  etc 

 

Terry Martin,      Steve Entwistle,    

Rod Brereton,   John Rhodes   

Alan Bibby   Bruce Lindsay 

Jem Dale    Steve Butler,  

Greg Harrod   Tony Vart   

George Jennings  Keith Thomas   
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Duncan Littler  Speed Sports Photography 

and last but not least, Chairman  

(& my complaints manager)  
 
 

Steve Johnson 

& if I have left you out of the above credits,  
Sorry and PLEASE tell me 

The opinions expressed in this                 
publication are those of the individual    

contributors, and not necessarily                 
those of the editor or the committee          

of  the SD34MSG 

The intention is to publish this EMag  twice a month dur-
ing the current  Covid-19 crisis.    It will be emailed to 

ANWCC, ANCC & SD34MSG Delegates for them to for-
ward to their Club Members as they wish.  

 

Deadline for copy  
for the September Part 1 edition is  

Friday the 14th of  August 
(I am hoping we could be back to ‘normal’ soon) 

which is due out on   
Sunday the 16th of August 

I was hoping by now to be a little nearer 
to something approaching ‘Normal’  

September part 2 will be 

Saturday the 29th of  August 

which is due out on   
Monday the 31st of August 

PLEASE  Email Reports etc. ASAP 

to  Maurice Ellison at :     

sd34news@gmail.com 

NB : The Editorial team  reserves the right  
to do their job as  Editors and may  amend 

articles  and reports as they see fit 

SD34MSG 
Next Meeting 

Via Zoom 
Wednesday  

16th September at 8pm 

Meetings Postponed for Now 

http://anwcc.co.uk/ 

ANCC  
 

www.ancc.co.uk 
Meetings Postponed for Now 


