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Chairman's Chat 

Steve Johnson, Chairman , SD34MSG 

Motorsport going now up and running with mainly paper 

free forms and web forms are now the norm. The larg-

est problem that many motor clubs have is getting ven-

ues. It is great to see the Greystoke Stages up and run-

ning next weekend.  

This event is one that I have thoroughly enjoyed in my 

Nissan Micra; I am treated as a customer. They allocate 

each car a service area for the day, which takes one car 

and service car, more or less the same for all the com-

petitors (do they not all pay the same entry fee?) Well 

done the clubs and M-Sport for working together on the 

events and venue. 

Demon Tweeks at Wrexham, is another motorsport ven-

ue that has been used for BTRDA and Knutsford Auto-

tests/AutoSOLOs over the last 20-to 25 years. Again 

well done again to the clubs that make this venue work. 

The sport has lost so many venues and motor clubs 

willing to run grass root motorsport events. 

Even the humble Autotests/AutoSOLOs needs new 

venues, and clubs willing to run the events. Can you 

help find venues for motorsport? Alternatively, can you 

help your club run a grass root motorsport event? 

It would be nice if more clubs and those involved in mo-

torsport worked together putting on grass root events. 

Venues are always difficult to find and keep. How many 

empty cars parks are there at weekends in industrial 

estates and colleges? Blackpool has lots in the winter 

months! 

Please write reports for the MONLTHY spotlight, Mau-

rice has done a great job over the last 5 months but nor-

mally monthly service will start soon. 

Finally, Page 41 has an obituary that I would ask you to 

read! 

Stay Safe 

I still cant believe that peoples survival instinct told 

them to grab toilet paper. 

At Tescos there was a big X by the till for me to stand 

by. I have seen too many Road Runner cartoons to fall 

for that one 

Until further notice I have decided that the days of the 

week are called Thisday, Thatday, T’otherday, Some-

day, Yesterday Today and Nextday 

If I had known in March that it would be my last day in a 

restaurant for this long 

I would have ordered a dessert 

When does Season two of 2020 start? 

I am not that keen on Season one 
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 Blackpool South Shore Motor Club 
 www.bssmc.com  

 

 Chester Motor Club 
 www.chestermotorclub.co.uk 

 

 Clitheroe & District Motor Club 
 www.clitheroedmc.co.uk 

 

 Ecurie Royal Oak Motor Club 
  www.eromc.co.uk 

 

 Fylde Motor Sport Club 
 www.fyldemotorsportclub.co.uk 

 

 Garstang & Preston MC 
 www.gpmc.org.uk 

 

 High Moor Motor Club 
  www.hmmc.co.uk  

 

 Preston Motorsport Club 
 www.facebook.com/prestonmotorsportclub 

 

 Stockport 061 Motor Club 
 www.stockport061.co.uk 

 

 Warrington & District Motor Club 
 www.warringtondmc.com      

 

 Wallasey Motor Club 
 www.wallaseymc.com 

 
 

Website : www.nwstages.co.uk  
Mark Wilkinson - secretary@nwstages.co.uk  

 Contacts 

 

President  : Alan Shaw 
U18 Championship    shawalan555@gmail.com  
Marshals Compiler  01282-602195 
C.P.O.   
 

Vice President  : Les Fragle 
  les.fragle@gmail.com 
  01995-672230   
 

Chairman   : Steve Johnson 
    steve.amsc@gmail.com 
    07718 051 882 

 

Secretary : James Swallow 
   jamesswallow87@gmail.com  

  07807 211829 

 

Vice Chairman  : Bill Wilmer 
Safety Radio                 MSUK Radio Co-ordinator
        Gemini Communications 
       07973-830705 
       w.wilmer@btinternet.com 
 

Treasurer   :  Steve Butler 

Road Rally     steven.butler9@btinternet.com  
 

Lancashire RLO  :  Chris Woodcock 
MSUK Rallies Committee   pdschris@aol.com 

Chairman of ANCC     01254-681350 
 

Sprint /Hillclimb : Steve Price 
      sp.sales739@gmail.com 
 

League Compiler  : Steve Lewis 
Individual Compiler    slewisbb1@gmail.com  
 

None Race/Rally :  Tracy Smith 
& Stage Rallies      tracey.amsc@hotmail.com 

Website     www.sd34msg.org 
   

Registrations  : David Barratt 
         davidpbarratt@gmail.com 
 `        01254-384127 
 

Newsletter   :   Maurice Ellison 
    sd34news@gmail.com 
    07788-723721 

ADVERTISING  
in ‘SPOTLIGHT’ 

Readership in Excess of 15,000 
1/4 page (ish - we are very flexible) advert  
for a full 12 issues (1 year) for just £100 

Sent to all 25 member clubs and then  

forwarded to club members + another 7000+  
on the distribution list  

(29 X 100 + 7000 = 10,000+ readers) 

And sent to all SD34MSG, 
ANWCC and ANCC clubs  

All advertising revenue helps to fund SD34MSG 
Contact either Les Fragle, Maurice Ellison  

or Steve Johnson for more details 

 

Steve Johnson   

07718 051 882  steve.amsc@gmail.com 

Les Fragle    01995-672230   les.fragle@gmail.com 

Maurice Ellison 07788-723721 sd34news@gmail.com 
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Accrington MSC 
Contact  : David Barratt 
Email   : davidpbarratt@gmail.com 
Tel.   : 01254-384127 
Website  : www.accrington-msc.org 
 

Airedale & Pennine MCC 
Contact  : John Rhodes 
Email   : rhodesj3@sky.com 
Tel.   : 07913 649131 
Website  : www.apmcc.co.uk 

 

Blackpool South Shore MC 
Contact : Dave Riley 
Email  : rileydavea@virginmedia.com   
Website : www.bssmc.com 
 

Bolton-le-Moors MC 
Contact  : Jack Mather 
Email  : jackmather95@hotmail.co.uk  
Website : http://blmcc.co.uk/  
 

Boundless by CSMA (NW) 
Contact : Steve Johnson 
Email  : steve.amsc@gmail.com 
Tel.  : 01254-392663 
Mob.  : 07718 051 882  
 

Clitheroe & DMC 
Contact : Maurice Ellison 
Email  : sd34news@gmail.com 
Tel.  : 01524-735488 
Mob.  : 07788-723721 
Website : www.clitheroedmc.co.uk 
 

Garstang & Preston MC 
Contact : Les Fragle 
Email  : les.fragle@gmail.com 
Tel.  : 01995-672230 
Website : http://gpmc.org.uk/ 

 

High Moor MC 
Contact : Gary Heslop 
Email  : gary.heslop@btinternet.com 
Tel.  : 0161-6430151 
Mob.  : 07973-816965  
Website : www.hmmc.co.uk 

  

Hexham & DMC  
Contact : Ed Graham 
Email :  : edgraham01@sky.com 
Tel.  : 0161-2919065 
Website  : www.hexhammotorclub.co.uk 

 

Knowldale CC 
Contact : Stephen Broadbent 
Email  : sbroadbent402@hotmail.com 
Tel  : 07745 934895 
Website  : www.knowldale.co.uk 

 

Knutsford  & DMC 
Contact  :  Mike Vokes 
Email  :  vokes@hotmail.co.uk   
Website :  www.knutsfordmotorclub.co.uk 
Tel.  :  07745-371386 
 

Lightning MSC 
Contact : Andy Rhodes 
Email  : andy.rhodes@btinternet.com 
Tel.  : 01772-632820 
 

Lancashire A.C. 
Contact :  Chris Lee 
Email   :  info@lancsautoclub.com 
Tel.      :  07831-124417  
Website :  www.lancsautoclub.com 

Longton & DMC 
Contact :  Paul Tipping 
Email    :  paul.tipping@uwclub.net  
Website :  www.longton-dmc.co.uk  
 
 

Liverpool MC 
Contact : John Harden 
Tel.  : 0161-9697137 
Email  : lmc-chairman@liverpoolmotorclub.com 
Website  : www.liverpoolmotorclub.com 
 
 

Manx  AS 
Contact : Mark Quayle 
Email  : pdschris@aol.com 
Tel.  : 07973-830695 
Website : www.manxautosport.org  
 
 

Mull CC 
Contact : Chris Woodcock 
Email  : pdschris@aol.com 
Tel.  : 07973-830695 
Website : www.mullcarclub.co.uk 

 
 

Pendle & DMC 
Contact : Ray Duckworth 
Email  : raymond.duckworth@btinternet.com 
Tel.  : 01282-812551   
Mob.  : 07484161972 
Website : www.pendledistrictmc.co.uk 

 
 

Preston MC 
Contact  : Terry May 
Email   : telden46@blueyonder.co.uk 
Tel.   :  
Website  : www.prestonmotorsport.club 
 
 

U17MC-NW 
Contact : Steve Johnson 
Email  : steve.amsc@gmail.com 
Tel.  : 07718 051 882 
Website : www.u17mc-northwest.org.uk 
 

Stockport061MC 
Contact : Mark Wilkinson 
Email  : info@stockport061.co.uk 
Tel.  : 07879-657580 
Website : www.stockport061.co.uk 
 

Wallasey MC 
Contact : Steve Price 
Email            : sp.sales739@gmail.com 
Tel.  :  07814 953346 
Website : www.wallaseymc.com 
 
 

Warrington & DMC 
Contact : Ann McCormack 
Email  : annmccormack13@yahoo.com  
Website : www.warringtondmc.co.uk 
 
 

Wigan & DMC 
Contact : Tony Lynch 
Email  : rallycrosser790@aol.com  
Website : www.wiganmotorclub.org.uk  
 
 

2300 Club 
Contact : Neil Molyneux 
Email  : 2300@fcs-uk.com 
Website : www.2300club.org 
 

SD34MSG  
Member Clubs & Contact Details 

LIMITED 
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Rallying Rambles   
(tales of an obsession with motor sport) 

By Bill Honeywell © 

The 1983 Motoring News Road Rally Championship (pt 2) 

Next up after the Devil’s Own was the R L Brown, 

that classic Lakeland event that often features the 

iconic, terrifying Hardknott and Wrynose passes… a 

quick digression… Before I even did my first rally, 

so this must have been around 1969 or 1970, I 

spectated on an event in the Yorkshire Dales which 

came into Kettlewell via the Park Rash hairpins (I 

think I went with either Pat & Walter Bateson, or 

Fred & Steph Mason – or all four! – but it was a long 

time ago!).  If you don’t know them, they’re a series 

of steep hairpins on the Coverdale road.  Not as 

steep as Hardknott, but I’ve cycled up them and can 

assure you that they are steep!  Two cars – on-

ly two – applied full throttle between the downhill 

hairpins, and I remember thinking “that must be how 

to win rallies – those two must have been quicker 

than the rest of the field.” And I’ve never forgotten 

that. 

The other feature of the R L Brown is the use of re-

ally narrow, twisty, claustrophobically walled roads 

like Jackson Ground and Stephenson Ground.  You 

know when you read ‘Postman Pat’ (who used to 

drive along the fictional ‘Thompson Ground’) that 

the author, the late John Cunliffe, must have been a 

local:  he lived in Kendal, although he was born in 

Colne. 

After finishing 8th in 77 and 10th the previous year, 

we were disappointed to get two punctures (good 

job I always carried two spares – on the basis that if 

you clip a rock on the apex of a bend, one spare won’t be enough!) and ended up only two minutes out of the points 

but way down in 19th. 

And so it was on to the Bolton Midnight in late September.  Classic Cumbria, Yorkshire Dales and Lancashire fell 

roads, including some of my all-time favourites.  If ever I had a chance of winning a Motoring News round, this was it, 

I thought.  We were both pretty psyched up despite only being seeded at no 11 and with opposition including Briant/

Kirkham, Bengry/Watkins, Beecroft/Millington, Woof/Fryer, Hutchinson/Harris,  Gwyndaf Evans/Evans, Moran/

Beddoes… the list went on. 

Disaster struck on the very first section. It can happen to anyone (it’s certainly happened to me when I’ve been navi-

gating!), so no apportioning blame or hard feelings, but John had one of those complete meltdown moments.  Suffice 

to say that we ended up in a farmyard with no idea where we were. The farmhouse light was on, so John jumped out 

of the car, knocked on the door – to discover they were having a dinner party! – found out where we were, jumped 

back in and off we went.  I was convinced we must have dropped at least 4 minutes, although the results show us 

2:19 down on Mick Briant’s fastest time, and it sounds unlikely that we’d have cleaned it.  But perhaps we dropped 2 

– 2½ minutes, and then we went on to have mediocre times on Fox’s Pulpit and Lenacre. 

 

The 83 R L Brown Rally 

Continued on Page 6 



Rallying Rambles 
Continued from Page 5 

At this stage I must have given myself a good talking-to 

and pulled myself together. Apart from three frustrating-

ly cleanable selectives, without setting a single fastest 

time but I was second – by one second – on Buttertubs, 

Semer Water and Gisburn Forest, and in a very close 

top three on Barbondale, Kingsdale and Lythe Fell – so 

I’d definitely got my mojo back!   

On Lythe Fell I was second despite catching Ron 

Beecroft (he was in Ernie Larton’s Samba), passing 

him, outbraking myself and having to reverse back out 

of a farm track, much to John Millington’s amusement 

(he was making very rude, but hilarious, gestures in his 

mirror!), and passing him again!  And on Gisburn Forest 

we were just a handful of seconds down on a flying Ian 

Woof. 

The end result was 5th overall, with us both rueing what could have been.  But I’ve studied those results and even if 

we’d cleaned the first selective, the best we could have done was 2nd – Mick Briant was absolutely flying that 

night!  And 5th on a Motoring News event isn’t all that shabby, is it? 

Incidentally, on an earlier event someone I knew from Clitheroe & District Motor Club – who had recently started driv-

ing on rallies – came up to me at the petrol halt after Gisburn Forest, and said "I’ve just driven that selective as fast 

as it’s humanly possible to drive, and you did it nearly two minutes faster than me.  So where’s the short-cut?”  He 

was deadly serious.  You can’t really tell someone that his idea of the human upper limit of fast driving is clearly out 

of touch with reality by a very long way! I just shrugged my shoulders and made an excuse to get away. 

Next of course was our annual pilgrimage to the glorious Isle of Mull.  The weather isn’t always glorious but the scen-

ery, the roads, the welcome from the local people, the camaraderie… almost everything about Mull makes you want 

to return again and again.  Even now, well over 20 years since I last did the rally, I go every year in October and usu-

ally once in Spring.  You can even recognise my car by the number plate – MU11 OCT! (The car salesman once 

came up with a great explanation. I hadn't told him why I have this plate, but he said "You're a Manchester United 

supporter and a Bobby Charlton fan - his birthday is 11 October!" I had to give him top marks for trying even though 

he was wide of the mark...) 

One year after I’d retired from rallying, it was raining on Saturday evening and the thought of the MacDonald Arms in 

Tobermory seemed more inviting than standing out on a cold, wet road in the middle of nowhere.  So that’s where 

we went, and who should walk in as I’m at the bar but Ron and Susan Beecroft, so I bought them a drink too.  Now, 

at that time there was a rumour going about that the Mishnish put up the price of beer for rally week. I’m not sure 

whether it was true or not, but the beer was certainly dearer than the MacDonald.  The more mature lady behind the 

bar (not Susan, I hasten to add) must have pressed at least one wrong key as she rang the sale up on the till, and it 

came to £97.30.  Very calmly, I said “If that’s how much those four drinks cost, I’ll have to pop back home, ‘cause I 

don’t have that much money on me.” Just as the lady began to panic, a younger member of staff emerged behind 

the bar, took one look at the till, weighed up the situation in a flash and said, with a twinkle, “I bet for a moment you 

thought you were in the Mishnish.”  One of the funniest off-the-cuffs ever. 

A change of navigator of course, as father Roy always did Mull with me, but we were just as fired up (It was an abso-

lute certainty that if dad went to the loo and forgot to pull the flush, he was very nervous!)  In a low-powered car 

against much superior machinery we felt a bit like David and Goliath, but that just made 6th overall feel so much 

more satisfying.  Dad loved the fact that some of the top MN crews started talking to him – he said they’d never done 

that before!  He wasn’t so pleased when I outbraked myself and slid off on the long Loch Tuath selective – just far 

enough that he had to get out and push – and his age was also showing with stifled groans of pain at each heavy 

landing after a big yump and (if you aren’t familiar with Mull, there are quite a few!)  I love Mishnish Lochs, a fabulous 

mixture of fast flowing roads and lots of hairpins, getting a consistent 5th or 6th fastest each time, with no more than 

11 seconds difference on each of the four attempts. 

A bit of a wide line on the 83 Bolton Midnight 

Continued on Page 7 



Rallying Rambles 
Continued from Page 6 

Kevin MacIver recently sent me a photo he took that 

year, of the car parked up after the finish.  Not an ‘action’ 

photo but to me it somehow sums up the effort that went 

into that event. 

Finally that amazing Welsh classic event, the Cil-

wendeg.  I was so looking forward to this – the fact that it 

was to be our last event of 1983; I’d bought a brand new 

shell for the car’s winter project; the remarkable nature of 

the incredible maze of roads in that area, and of the 

event itself.  Starting in the tiny market town of Newcas-

tle Emlyn in Carmarthenshire, the route of nearly 190 

miles never crossed itself or used the same road twice 

and yet – amazingly – never went more than 9 (NINE!) 

miles as the crow flies from the start/finish. 

We were going well (again!) – I’d just about perfected my 

‘handbrake the car sideways on to Give Way junctions’ 

technique (sooo satisfying!) – when one officious Judge 

of Fact decided there was no room for leeway.  He gave 

us a fail for ‘not stopping on the line’ – and just in case 

you were thinking I was banged to rights and out of order 

– he gave fails to at least 15 other crews including nine 

in the top thirty.  Put simply, a fail means you’re out of 

the running, and to make matters worse there is no ap-

pealing the decision of a Judge of Fact, so there was 

nothing we could do.  We found out at the petrol halt that 

we’d been penalised, and decided – as the car was to be 

re-shelled after this event – we’d complete the rally to 

see what times we got.  They were good enough for the 

top six again, but with the fail we were classified as also-

rans.  Not the best way to end the season, but at least I 

finished the 1983 Motoring News Championship, the un-

official national road rally championship – in an under-

powered car and on a budget thinner than a shoestring – 

in 9th position. 

I was happy with that. 

I love this photo from Kevin MacIver  
KKC after the 83 Tour of Mull 

Bill Honeywell © 

R.I.P. 
‘Bob’ Lamb 

Those of us who are a ‘certain age’ will fondly re-

member R. H. ‘Bob’ Lamb - Lancaster’s fastest pur-

veyor of quality meats. 

News has filtered through that Bob - a long time 

member of Morecambe Car Club, has recently 

passed away in Canada - where he emigrated many 

years ago. 

Bob competed in rallying using various marques - 

Rootes, Mini Cooper ‘S’ (LTD444C,) Hartwell Imp 

(which I had the pleasure of competing in with a sub-

sequent owner) and then Ford’s : Cortina’s: 

BJM146C which he did the RAC in, incl Lotus), Es-

corts (1300GT, Mexico’s). 

Bob’s cars were impeccably prepared by Peter 

Wood of Scotch Filling Station, Bolton-le-Sands. 

Last time I spoke with Bob he said he was mostly 

wheelchair mobile, but still had a positive attitude  

Bob emigrated to Canada in 1977, departing these 

shores on Jubilee Day. In a complete change from 

supplying meat, he ran a coal business. 

Initially residing in Toronto, the extremely cold win-

ters saw Bob moving to Vancouver Island 

Dave Culley 



Garstang & Preston MC 

Memorial Rally 
11/12th June 2016 

 I have wittered on endlessly recently about my appalling record 

of finishes so far this year. 

 I desperately needed something to lift my spirits and the 

G&PMC Memorial Rally did just that. 

 The word must have eventually got out that Road Rallies in the 

North West are some of the best around because the Memorial 

filled up very quickly. None of this half mile sprint between Con-

trols like the Welsh events. A lot of regular crews left it a bit late to 

send off their entries and missed out on this years event. To add 

to their woes they also missed doing what was probably the best 

Memorial Rally to date. I cant say how much I enjoyed this event. 

It was brilliant. Having said that, I still had a grumble  but what 

else would you expect from me! 

 I was once again sat in with Ayrton Harrison in the 998cc Micra 

which hadn't turned a wheel since the John Robson Rally back in 

March. As usual the event started at Myerscough College and 

used maps 97, 98, 102 and 103. 

 Through scrutineering and Noise and signing on and we get 

issued the NAM Diagrams, Blackspots & Quiets. A couple of que-

ries with those (a Quiet in a Blackspot ?) but all quickly sorted. 

Plenty of time after plotting these up before getting the Route in-

structions to have a chat with other competitors (I think I totally 

confused Cath Woodman with my description of some of the 

NAMs and tricky slots). Very short, no-nonsense, Drivers Briefing 

and then report to MTC1 to pick up Route instructions. All straight 

forward and quickly plotted (35 mins) leaving plenty of time for 

any queries. I had one query, The route used a road that was on-

ly one and a half miles from my house and the way I had plotted it 

we were going past a given ‘Give Way’ but it was not a ’Give 

Way’ the way I had it on my map. It was only a give way if ap-

proached from the South. I checked with Steve Kenyon (CoC) 

and my way was the intended route. 

 Departed Myerscough College 20 mins before we were due at 

TC1. Arrive at TC1 and David Leadbetter and Cath Woodman are 

parked up (some problem with the ignition, I think) in the BMW 

Compact and have retired, so my ’confusion’ tactics were wasted. 

Just a moment before we are due out of TC1 a white Mercedes 

Sprinter van turns up the road we are going to be using. Bugger. 

We have to stick behind the Sprinter all the way to the junction 

just past Ringing Hill where he goes right and we slot left.  

We have a problem reading the Code Board at NAM1 because 

the CB board is tight up against the Code Board. Press on to-

wards NAM2 and overshoot the Code Board and have to back up 

and then go to the marshal for a signature. Turn right at New Hall 

farm and there is a chap at the side of the road with a torch. Cant 

tell if he is trying to slow us down or waving us on. Arrive at TC2 

with lots of time to spare. TC2 to TC3 is quiet. TC3 to TC5 uses 

Marshaw and then Abbeystead Fell with the usual Nam at 

Fellside Farm and two new ones  before the NAM at Jubilee Tow-

ers.  

2nd Semi-Expert : Steve & Robert Cotton 

Featherstone / Spencer 

1st O/A : Tony Harrison/Andy Pullen Continued on Page 9 



Memorial Rally 
Continued from Page 8 

Quiet through Quernmore to TC6 and we then have one 

NAM (that had me slightly confused because the diagram 

looked as though we were approaching from the West and I 

had it plotted as approaching from the East) before Kit Brow. 

I have always approached Kit Brow from the West on previ-

ous events and we overshot the entrance. Back up a very 

short distance and down the white we go only to get stuck in 

a queue whilst a stranded car is recovered. Eventually we 

are able to get through but there is a lengthy line of cars be-

hind us as well as in front. We drop 4 minutes at TC 7 be-

cause of this hold up. 24 out of the field of 45 dropped time 

at TC7 because of delays recovering stranded competitors 

and it was a lottery as to how much time was dropped de-

pending on how many got stuck in front of you. When I que-

ried it at the finish the answer was ‘Force Majeure’. I could 

understand this decision if it was just the odd car but when 

more than half the field have been delayed surely it would 

have been fairer (in my biased opinion) if those penalties 

were scrubbed. Arrive at TC 7 in a convoy all wanting the 

same minute (in truth I asked for our due time but didn't get 

given it. Good marshalling).  

 Out of TC7 and onto Map 97. Mike Figg (in the 1400cc 

Micra is right behind) we turn right just before the M6 bridge 

(Jem Dale in the Alpha in front of us hadn't turned left at the 

crossroads in GS 50 59 but somehow they didn't pick up a 

fail at SC1) and down Stock-a-Bank. I have seen a lot of 

cars on previous events stuck in the wall at the 90L at Stock

-a-Bank and am shouting warnings to Ayrton but he says he 

knows it and not to worry so much! Louis Baines obviously 

didn't know it. He demolished the wall and wrote off his car 

at this bend trying for a top 10 place,  

 At TC8 we decide to let Mike Figg (on the same minute) 

go in front of us (tactics again). We let Mike light the way 

over Littledale and then onto Haylots. Not sure that the tac-

tics are working as he slightly pulls away from us up hill but 

we catch him going downhill and we are not gaining any ad-

vantage (in fact we are losing time on the downhills) until 

after Haylots Farm on a downhill section 90R Mike over-

cooks it and slides off down the field and as we are busy 

enjoying watching the rotating Micra we miss our breaking 

point and follow him down the field. We are on knobblies but 

Mike is on Tarmac Tyres. We have grip and he doesnt. We 

pass him on the grass and get back on the road and he is 

stuck there for 9 minutes.. Our indiscretion cost us a minute 

though at the next control. So much for tactics 

 Quiet through Hornby and Gressingham and the rain real-

ly starts to come down in bucketfulls. TC 13 to MTC2 takes 

us up Locka Lane, through Gunnerthwaite and turn left to-

wards Borwick and then past Capenwray, past the Red Well 

and then Swarthdale and round Nether Kellet to NAM 9 (at 

the Gas Works) and then down to MTC2 at the bottom of 

Halton Park. The rain is a problem but also an advantage for 

us. We can still use all the power that the Micra can produce 

whereas our fellow competitors in more powerful cars cant  

and we set the fastest time to MTC2. 

  

Louis Baines damaged Peugeot at  
Stock-a-Bank 

And whats left of the wall 

2nd Expert : David Pedley/Steve Warrington 

1st Expert : Paul Buckel/Steve Butler 

Continued on Page 10 



Memorial Rally 
Continued from Page 9 

 Car 1, Richard Hunter/Garry Evans & Car2, ‘Dave Ticker’ 

Whittaker/Terry Martin both miss NAM 9 and have to go 

back to find it. Car 1 finds it but car 2 does not. Ticker tells 

me on the Sunday at Myerscough that he was ’not in the 

right frame of mind after that’ and whilst sat in the queue at 

MTC3 decided to go home. (Dave telling me his side of 

things rather took the edge off taking the piss out of Terry 

Martin at the CDMC committee meeting on the Tuesday 

night following the rally. Still took the piss but not as much as 

it could have been) 

 Quick fill up at Lancaster and make our way to MTC3 just 

up from Wennington Station. Slot right at crossroads, first 

left, miss one on left and slot right near Thimble Hall and 

down over the hairpins and across the bridge of the River 

Hindburn and up the hill to hairpin right slot into Cragg Hall 

(love this bit of road). Cragg Hall does not read as map as 

Richard Hunter and Garry Evans found out going straight on 

(and off and getting stuck) on a not as map 90R whilst trying 

a little too hard to make up time on Tony Harrison after going 

back for NAM 9 earlier on. 

Out of Cragg Hall, down Whitemoss, around Ringstones and 

then down Lythe Fell. Lythe Fell is almost impossible to read 

for a lot of the way but its Ayrtons playground (he lives in 

High Bentham, at the top of Lythe Fell) and we catch Jem 

Dale before we reach the summit where we are looking for 

RC’P’ in NAM 11, in the Fog. We dont see it, so we might 

have missed it in the mist and I am concerned that we might 

have picked up a fail especially when we are told at the next 

control that Sam Spencer had got it (however Sam had not, 

but had just  filled in the record card and guessed the letters, 

cheeky!).                                                                               

We chase Jem all the way down Lythe and then both catch 

Car 14 (A white Civic of Mark Turner/Niall Frost). Car 14 

pulls over to let Jem and us pass, or so we thought, but it 

quickly became obviously that he had not seen us tight up 

behind Jem and he pulls back onto the road just as we are 

coming alongside. Hasty bit of avoiding action and thank god 

for Ayrtons quick reactions but we are then stuck behind him 

all the way into the control dropping us 2m15secs (thats a 

total of 3m 15s seeing as how we had caught our minute 

man Jem Dale, Thanks a bunch!) who left us behind as the 

Civic toddled down the remaining bit of Lythe to TC 20 with 

us fuming behind. (Still not worked out how we dropped 

2m15s  having caught Jem : who cleaned it :  and we pulled 

into the control no more than 30s behind him!) Turns out that 

Mike was suffering with ‘Mal de Driver’ and had been pulling 

over to be sick all the way down Lythe and wasn't concen-

trating as hard as he might have been (Now that’s Force 

Majeure ! & Niall apologised to us at the finish) 

 From the end of Lythe it’s a Neutral through Slaidburn, 

Newton and Dunsop Bridge to TC21, just to the South of 

Dunsop Bridge (Not far to the finish now). From TC 21 its 

around the grass triangle (NAM  16) and down past the Wild 

Boar Centre (or Little Trough & Dr. Who box to us old timers) 

Tony Harrison managed to sideswipe a tree on his way 

down the Little Trough but after stopping for a brief inspec-

Car 14 : Mark Turner / Niall Frost 

2nd O/A : Adrian Green/Ian Gibbins 

1st Semi-Expert  
Jonathon Hoggarth/Simon Frost 

Continued on Page 11 
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Despite this indiscretion he still managed to bring it 

home in 1st place and almost a minute and a half in 

front of Car2 Ade Green/Ian Gibbins. Unfortunately 

the damage to the car means it will need a bit more 

than a polish. Tony has acquired Paul Buckels old 

shell (Car 12 who finished 3rd O/A) and the dam-

aged bits have already been taken off Pauls old 

shell and replaced the damaged bits then painted 

ready for the Morecambe Rally in July.   

 Last leg and its up Jeffery Hill and along Lon-

gridge Fell. NAM 17 on Longridge Fell is usually a 

bugger to spot and I have over shot it a few times 

but tonight it stands out like a sore thumb and we 

are in and out of it like a flash. Only a little worry 

about Nam 18 now at the top of Kemple End (I have 

missed this one before too and had to turn round to 

get it ). Going East to West it’s a doddle to find but 

harder West to East. Once again no trouble with 

finding NAM 18, must be my lucky night. Right at 

Hodder Bridge, up the hill and left at crossroads then 

Hairpin right at T junction and only got to get NAM 

20 (and I know this one is easy. Just a grass triangle 

at the fork in the road) and we are at the last control 

just outside Clitheroe. And then a gentle run to the 

finish for Bacon and Sausage sandwiches. 

 Well done to Tony Harrison &  Andy Pullen on the 

win and Paul Buckel & Steve Butler for 1st Expert 

but the result of the night must be for Josh & Nick 

Townley on their first Road Rally coming home in 

8th place and 1st Novice. 

 Many thanks to all those poor marshals 

who stood out in that awful weather, I was 

wet enough just opening the window to get 

my time card signed and Duncan Littler still 

hasn't dried out. You lot are real heroes. If I 

didn't say thank you at the time I must apol-

ogise and say it now. Thank you all very 

much. Thanks to Garstang & Preston Motor 

Club for a cracking event which I really did 

enjoy.  

  I might have moaned a little at the finish about TC 

7 and the delay getting through Kit Brow Ford but it 

had a such a big impact on the results for most cars 

from Car 16 onwards (24 cars delayed at Kit Brow 

out of 45 starters) I have put on the right the Top 

Ten as declared final and another showing the re-

sults if TC7 had been Scrubbed  

 I might still be moaning now but all in all it was a 

terrific event that we both thoroughly enjoyed. Ayrton 

drove the door handles off the bog standard 998cc 

Micra and whilst 10th is a cracking result with such a 

class entry . . . . . . .  5th O/A would have been twice 

as good                (moan, moan, moan) 

Maurice Ellison  :  Car 18  :  Clitheroe & DMC 

‘Only happy with something to moan about’ 

Declared Final Results 

O/A No Crew  Pen 

1 9 Harrison /Pullen E 7.50 

2 3 Green / Gibbins E 9.14 

3 12 Buckel / Butler E 9.33 

4 15 Pedley / Warrington E 10.44 

5 10 Featherstone / Spencer E 12.21 

6 31 Hoggarth / Frost S 12.03 

7 4 Bossen / Martin E 13.45 

8 35 Townley / Townley N 14.22 

9 32 Cotton / Cotton  S 14.55 

10 18 Harrison / Ellison E 15.05 

Results IF TC7 Penalties Scrubbed 

O/A No Crew  Pen 

1 9 Harrison /Pullen E 7.50 

2 3 Green / Gibbins E 9.14 

3 12 Buckel / Butler E 9.33 

4 15 Pedley / Warrington E 10.44 

5 18 Harrison / Ellison E 11.05 

6 17 Dale / Chaplin E 11.14 

7 35 Townley / Townley N 11.22 

8 31 Hoggarth / Frost S 12.03 

9 10 Featherstone / Spencer E 12.21 

10 4 Bossen / Martin E 13.45 

PS :    . . .    ‘If Only’  !!!! 

‘If Only’  1,  

We hadn't been held up at Kit Brow,     (4mins)  

‘If Only’  2,  

We hadn't been laughing at Mike Figg as he spun off on 

Haylotts,   (1min) 

’If Only  3,  

We hadn't got stuck behind that Pesky Honda  on Lythe    

(2m15s  ??????) 

We could have tied with Tony Harrison  

And then won on Engine size !         Bugger ! 

But as they say  . .  .  ‘That’s Rallying’   

And with a few ‘If Onlys’  & the odd ‘But For’ 

I could have won a lot of rallies 

So - I was busy telling Tony Harrison all this and his 

reply was “Well I won the Lottery at  the weekend, or I 

would have done ‘If Only‘  the other 3 numbers had 

been the right ones  

(I can feel another moan coming along now) 



10th July 2016 
 Wet, muddy, slippy, fast, involving and a cracking event !  

The 2016 P & R Benn Greystoke Stages was all of this and 
more . No wonder the entry was full with 25 reserves after on-

ly 21/2 hours of the entry list being open..... 

 Having failed to get an entry for Phil Senior in the Mini,  I 

was contacted by Craig Cleaver, a chap local to me in Milton 
Keynes ( yes, I have been exiled to MK for my sins ..)  who 

asked if I wanted to sit in with him in his Mk1 RS 1600 , fitted 

with a 2 litre BDG.   Well, it would be rude not to ... 

 Although the car is beautifully prepared ,  one or two electri-
cal gremlins reared their head at  scrutineering , held at Gerry 

Braithwaite's garage in Newbiggin. It was either battery or reg-

ulator on the alternator. A new regulator was fitted and all ap-

peared to be well as we assembled in the quarry service area 
in M Sports test facility in Greystoke forest.. 

 The morning was cloudy  but dry-ish as we set out on the 

first pair of stages of approximately 5.5 and 6.5 miles. Despite 

"taking it  easy"  we were pleasantly surprised to  find that we 
were 13th o/a, Despite only doing  two or three events per 

year,  Craig is a quick and smooth driver - but  more im-

portantly he was also  happy with my map reading and call-

ing - at least  I didn't get my  left and rights mixed up !!  The 
slippery conditions were taking their  toll already with one or 

two  cars in ditches,  and what looked like a horrendous acci-

dent to the Peugeot 306 of Barry Lindsay / Caroline Lodge 

who were seen upside down in a ditch adjacent  to the "natural 
chicane" - all we could see were the wheels ! 

 We pushed a little harder on  the next  pair and made a place up to 12th,  despite a couple of  big slides on the ever 

slippier surface, and clipping a grass bank and dinging the front left wing  -  such was my  concentration on the maps 

that I didn't even  notice  (!!) -  it certainly  didn't  slow us down at  all !  13th at this point . 

 In the queue for the start of stage 5 the electrical  gremlins returned,  and the car refused to fire up with 2 minutes 

to go - quick  work from the start line marshals soon bump started us and we set of with a vengeance,  flowing 

through the technical bits and flat in 5th on the straights -  I had forgotten how good Escorts  can be,  so  controllable 

and forgiving.  Despite this we managed to  clip a bank again ( ..and again I didn't  notice.. !) . The rain  had arrived in 
the afternoon and the stages were really  slippy  now - lack of grip and some B_I_G  ruts to  contend with . Still,  back 

up to  12th.  The car  started on the button in service,  but  you guessed it -  in the queue for stage 6 start,  it  refused 

to  fire up again .... 

 I jumped out and managed to  persuade a couple of  crews behind us to  try to  push  start  us again (uphill!!) , 
which we did, although through the stage the dashboard was lighting up like a Christmas tree indictaing that all was 

not well with the electrics . This was evident in my  poti, as the light varied in intensity according to what Craig was 

doing  it was brighter as he passed through neutral into another gear  ! 

 One stage to go...   it was evident  by now that the battery was goosed, and a trawl  through the service area to see 
if anyone had a spare battery we could borrow failed to  bring results . It  looked like our rally  could be over.... 

Then  someone had the  bright idea of using the jump start battery pack  in tandem  with the failing unit  -  this was 

fitted and  ratchet strapped into position with  a couple of minutes to spare before our service out time, and we were 

back in business . We had 14 seconds in hand over the guy behind us.  Half way through the stage the deteriorating 
lack of grip caught us out on a square right and we almost failed to get  round, but  just  made it with the loss of a cou-

ple of seconds... then  the dashboard started to light up again and distracted Craig just as we approached flat  in 5th a 

square left into  square left ,  only  for us to  go  square left - square right,  much to the surprise of the assembled mar-

shals !! Stop reverse and correct our mistake cost a  few seconds,  but at the end of the stage we discovered that we 
had held onto  12th  by  2 seconds,  a result which  we were both happy with,  and celebrated  with a pork  pie and a 

coke :-) 

 All in all a  good day out.  Greystoke is a great little forest,  with some challenging bits for both driver and nav,  and 

after  years in Minis and Micras, I discovered that Escorts are still  fun to compete in after all ! 

Craig Cleaver / Chris Sheridan ,  Car  17 ,  RS 1600 Escort  Mk 1 



Hexham & DMC 

Hexham Historic Rally 
November 2013 

TYSON TRIUMPHS FOR THIRD TIME 
Pete Tyson and Neil Harrison scored their third successive victory on the Hexham Historic Rally, taking their Mini 

Cooper to yet another victory on one of the few historic navigation rallies still running, , the Lancastrian duo surviv-

ing a time consuming wrong slot and a night of atrocious weather to record a unique hat trick of successes. 

The Hexham entry list suffered owing to an unfortunate clash 

with the Rally of the Tests but there was still an enthusiastic 

and varied entry lining up outside the Humshaugh Village 

Hall start venue, Tyson’s diminutive Mini dwarfed by the huge 

Bentley Type R of John Stanger-Leathes/ Jess Short, John 

Park wisely erected the hood of his Austin Healey Sprite 

while Darren Everit/ Susan Dixon arrived with minutes to 

spare, their Triumph 2000 having suffered a puncture on their 

way to the start. 

Proceedings got underway with a long regularity which saw 

Guthrie/ Webb (Volvo Amazon) and Nicholson/ Magee (Ford 

Escort) best on 1:52, Tyson/Harrison on 2:24 and 

Holdsworth/ Hughes (Cortina MK1) on 2:53. The mixture of 

plot and bash caused a few puzzled expressions but  most navigators were getting the hang of it as the route 

swung North up the North Tyne valley and into the maze of yellows in the Warksburn area. Everitt/ Dixon became 

the evenings first retirement, the Triumph 2000 stuck in 2nd gear. 

The weather continued to pose problems, with several code boards disappearing in the force of the howling gale 

but it was a tricky “Not As Map” junction between TC’s 10 and 11 that gave crews a bigger headache, only 

Holdsworth/ Hughes escaping any  penalties, while others ranged from 1 for Dawson/ Lindsey (Clan) to a massive 

19 for the Volvo PV544 of Humphrey/ Causer.  With the route now heading up onto the high fells above Redesdale, 

it was difficult to see the code boards in the driving rain and crews were relieved when they reached the relative 

shelter of the petrol halt in Bellingham. 

The second half started on the yellow over Buteland Fell and wound it’s way East, using the well known roads 

round Birtley and Barrasford Park. Stanger-Leathes/ Short retired the big Bentley when the navigator felt ill, the big 

car probably not the most suitable vehicle for the tight country lanes. As the route headed South towards Hexham, 

Jenkins/ Brooks (Volvo 144) lost time when apprehended by a dissident local, an unusual happening on Hexham 

events as the club do a very comprehensive PR exercise. 

Their was a sting in the tail for Nicholson/ Magee who retired when their Escort lost 3rd and 4th gears, and Belbin/ 

Burns whose Porsche slid off the road only a mile from the final control, a couple of crews clocked in at the finish 

then doubled back to pull them out, enabling them to make it round in time, and collect the Novice award as well.  

The evenings chaotic conditions meant compiling results was a bit of a nightmare for the organisers but they did 

appear eventually confirming Tyson/ Harrison’s  third consecutive win, the Expert class went to Jenkins/ Brooks, 

due reward for their long trip up to Northumberland, while Belbin/ Burns were delighted, and indeed relieved, to bag 

the Novice award. 

Results. 

1. Pete Tyson/ Neil Harrison                            Mini Cooper                  9:24 

2. Richard Holdsworth / Yvette Hughes           Ford Cortina MK1      14:53 

3. Clark Dawson / Ian Lindsey                         Clan Crusader            34:00 

4. Keith Jenkins/ Tony Brooks                         Volvo 144                   40:03 

5. Ian Guthriie / Jonathan Webb                      Volvo Amazon            43:52 

6. Derek Belbin / Jimmie Burns                        Porsche                      98:00 

7. Peter Humphrey / Graeme Causer              Volvo PV 544           138:56 

8. Roger Marriott/ John Taylor                         Volvo Amazon          161:19 



Alan Oldfield / Fred Roberts 

Steve Simpson / Andrew 

Neil Marshall / Steve Perry 

Brian Whiting / Craig Simkiss 

David Sutherland / John Marsh 

Jack Neal Memorial Stages Rally 
2013 

Well after saying that I wouldn’t even re-new my competition li-

cence this year as I would take a year out of competing and get 

more involved with helping at events, I found myself at my second 

event of the year! (First being the Jack Frost Stages). 

The guy I would be sat next to was Neil Marshall in his 205. It all 

came about through Neil been let down at the last minute so I re-

ceived a call on Wednesday night asking if I could Co-Drive on 

Saturday. I jumped at the chance as I had co-driven on the same 

event a couple of years previously and really enjoyed the event 

and venue. 

It was arranged that I would meet Neil at his house at 5.30 on the 

Saturday morning and we would then make the 2 hour journey to 

Blyton. 

Upon arrival we got the car unloaded and checked it over before 

heading to scrutineering. All went well there so it was just a matter 

of adjusting belts and making sure my notes would suit Neil. 

Due at arrival for ss1 at 10.04 we made our way to control. Once 

through control we went for our stage start time and lined up 

ready to go. Early into the stage it became apparent that some-

thing I had called wasn’t even there! Well it was there on the stage 

plans but it made my notes simpler that it wasn’t. On the first loop 

I was being so cautious of the split and focused so much on that I 

called the 90 right a bit late and it caused us to over shoot a bit 

and we had to slalom around a few cones to get back onto the 

stage. First stage over we headed back to service for a quick turn-

around before the start of stage 2. 

Stage 2 went a lot smoother than the first one as we were finding 

what worked well for each other and things went well and the 

stage went without any dramas for us. 

Stage 3 was a bit different to ss1 and ss2 but didn’t go without 

mishap for us. Coming into a chicane behind a BMW it appeared 

that he had moved across to let us past however at the last mi-

nute he pulled in front of us causing us to take evasive action. 

Luckily enough we had some run off and escaped any damage. 

By Stage 5 they had reversed the earlier stages which made 

things interesting. Again on the first loop we had an over shoot on 

a 90 left and ran into a barrier which luckily for us wasn’t filled with 

water! A quick select of reverse gear and we were back on it hop-

ing that would be the last of our mishaps. 

Stages 6 and 7 went without any mishaps at all and we were look-

ing at going into the final stage of the day maintaining our class 

and overall position. 

Stage 8 and we felt that the day had gone really well even with 

our little de-tours. Coming out of Bishops towards the tight looking 

chicane just before The Wiggler, Neil braked and the car just 

locked up. The brakes had been faultless all day up until this 

point. We were very lucky as we must of just touched the barrels. 

Rest of the stage went smooth and we got the finish we had 

hoped for. 

19th Overall and 3rd in class, we were happy to come 3rd in class 

with 1st and 2nd been a couple of 2 litre Escorts. 

I told Neil that if he is ever stuck again not to hesitate to get in 

touch again so I hope he gets in touch soon! 

Steve Perry  :  Clitheroe & DMC 



Beverley & DMC 

The 2016 Beaver.  
 

Where do I start? 

I have either done this event as a competitor, or mar-

shalled on it on a few occasions since the early 90's, and 

it never fails to put a smile on my face. The organisation 

that goes into it is superb, and the terrain makes it a fast 

event from a competitors point of view and this year was 

no exception.  

The event was centred around Cherry Burton golf club, 

just to the north west of Beverley itself, and the route 

would take in some of the Yorkshire Wolds finest lanes in 

and around Driffield, including some lovely named places like Thwing, Wharram Percy, Fimber and for those that can 

remember, a brief skirting round East Lutton where Bogg Bros are located and the home of the famous rolling road 

magic that used to be performed by Dave Bogg, or ‘Boggy’ as he was known. Finally, no trip onto the Wolds would be 

complete without a visit to Wetwang. (Just a strange fact about Wetwang. The late TV presenter Richard Whiteley 

was made honorary mayor of Wetwang in 1998. Only in Yorkshire!!!!!) 

So my victim for the night in the silly seat, was Peter Barnard who had travelled up all the way from Exeter to enjoy 

the delights of one of Germany's finest offerings. Because he got held up on the motorway on the way up, we were 

last into noise and scrutineering, which, because they were waiting for us, was quick and painless. And so on to sign-

ing on which was a fair distance away, which was a little bit odd, however all paperwork duly sorted, we awaited our 

start. 

And so onto Watts quarry, which, because the Golf is a heavy car, was never going to be suited to it, and going 

through the heavy water around the back just after the start, the car, like others, got submerged to the point I thought 

I had lost the lights, only to notice I hadn't activated the wipers to clear the deluge over the windscreen. So on the re-

turn my second cock up came at the code board which was on the small NAM, whereby I decided to drive down the 

track, instead of in and then straight out. Blonde moment number 2, and a bollocking from Peter.  

After that, there weren't really many mistakes from us for the rest of the night, but I think it was at IRTC6 (?) the mar-

shal said his clock had stopped (I think he hit the freeze button) and then stopped working all together, so resorted to 

a back up system. Not sure how that affected the results at the end as we weren't the only ones to suffer at this con-

trol. Sections thereafter would take in a particular favourite of mine in the area, and that is Millington. A bit similar to 

Goyt in Derbyshire. Twisty but also very fast in places and compact in area. You could find yourself leaving the A166, 

doing around 10 miles in total through Huggate and Warter, and then come back out on the  A166 about half a mile 

from where you went in. 

Peter had confessed at the beginning that he wasn't a huge fan of  P&B, but his fears were unfounded really, and he 

managed to guide us around fail free, although we feel that our result didn't justify the effort from within the car, but 

other cars were a lot more nimble than the Golf and this did show at the end. The Golf seems to have suffered to the 

point that it may have a damaged engine mount, and some suspension damage, but until I get under it at some point, 

I am not 100% sure. 

And so to the praises. 

Without doubt the marshals are at the top of the list. Without these guys, we are stuffed and don't get to enjoy what 

we do. Thank you guys and girls. 

Beverley motor club. You guys put so much effort into this very long standing event, that it deserves a much bigger 

entry. I don't know what you can do to increase this, but to anyone who thinks that the P&B format that you use is for 

Mensa candidates, then I would suggest they take a look at the results and note that everyone finished who hadn't 

broke down, were fail free, so it isn't as difficult as they think. People always say that they aren’t over keen on P&B, 

but BDMC have devised it to the point that you can have a good nights motorsport without it being over complicated. 

However, if I have one or two small criticisms, and that is, firstly the venue. It was overwhelmed at breakfast time, and 

some were waiting for breakfast for ages, including us. There was also a lack of seating. Maybe a change next year 

and to a venue that deserves your custom for the foreseeable future and that is capable of the demand and have 

more room in the car park to cope as well. Secondly, the distance from scrutineering to the start/finish. I know how 

hard it is to secure good premises for the 2 things above, but it is just my thoughts for the future. 

Finally, my grateful thanks to Peter Barnard for his epic round trip from Exeter to East Yorkshire. His efforts enabled 

me to compete once again on what is possibly my favourite event in the calendar. It is nice to do it in warmer condi-

tions as opposed to the ice it used to get in December. 

Hopefully I will be back in one way or another in 2017. 

Ken Quinn. Car 18. 
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GUISELEY 
GRASS AUTOTEST 

9th August 2020 
 Well that was my first full weekend up at Guiseley 

(somewhere in Yorkshire).  

On Saturday I walked all round all 6 of the test banging in red 

and blue poles to mark the tests and give the drivers some-

thing to aim at. I would like to thank Mark Busfield , who owns 

the fields where the tests were set out and for his invaluable 

help in using two of his farm tractors to cut the grass and car-

ry the pole, all 144 of them,  

John Rhodes deserves a very big WELL DONE for organising 

the event and overseeing the running of it.  

Saturday the weather was great and no hint of rain but Sun-

day started overcast until midday when the sun finally 

deigned to show his face.  

For those who drove carefully on Test two I thank you for not 

knocking over the posts but there was one or two who went 

slightly astray and demolished the blue posts.  

We even had one driver, no names no pack drill, who man-

aged to do a 720 degree turnabout just to avoid a wrong test. 

If you like to try your skill at driving on grass then I would sug-

gest that you contact John on the Airedale FB and see what 

he has to offer in the future. It is really refreshing.  

Thanks again to everybody for making my 80th birthday test 

an exceptional event 

Brian Wragg  :  Liverpool MC 

Grass Roots 
Motor Sport 

Airedale & Pennine MCC 

Brian Wragg   



 Grass Roots 
Motor Sport 

Sunday 12th June 2016 

Myerscough College  
Open Day A/T, A/S & PCA 

Our day of fun began with a 05.30 start from West Cum-

bria. After Meeting Chris Hunter, we set off, on our jour-

ney.  

Pit stop on the way, we pulled into Myerscough at 08.45 

to a lovely warm morning, with a hive of activity going 

on, as everyone arrived, and set up for the day.  

My Partner Stephen Dixon, and Chris were Autotesting, 

and never one to shy away, when asked to sit in a car, I 

was first on the list!!  

The day went really well, with me enjoying a ride in a 

Seven, to top the day off. Great organization from Chris 

and Heidi Woodcock, saw the Seven take the win, and 

well deserved too.  

Three quarters of the tests were completed before it 

rained, but spirits were high, and everyone enjoyed 

themselves.  

Thanks come from the two West Cumbria crews, a 

great event, we hope to visit again, and hopefully tempt 

a few more  

Ann Forster : West Cumbria Motor Sport Club  



Sprint and Hillclimb Report August 2020 

Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb 
9th August 2020 

I was planning to do around twenty-five sprints and hill-

climbs this year, pretty much as usual, so it is odd to be 

writing about the first event in August. I was planning to 

use my Caterham Seven in the Longton, Liverpool, SD34 

and ANWCC championships, and contest the HAS 

(Hillclimb and Sprint Association) in my Van Diemen For-

mula Ford. 

As things have turned out I will now just be contesting the 

slimmed down ANWCC and HAS championships in the 

Formula Ford. The Longton, Liverpool and SD34 champi-

onships have been cancelled due to the Virus, the Cater-

ham will be staying in the garage this year. 

So, get on with it I hear you shouting. First event of the 

season was at the historic Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb. The 

original course is still in use and it is older than places like 

Brooklands, Monza and Indianapolis. 

After being in storage since last October I got my aging 

camper van out of storage at former WTCC racer Tom 

Boardman’s place. A visit to Harry Hawkins at A1 trans-

missions in Bolton and it no longer jumped out of fifth gear. 

The car was prepared for the start of the season so just 

needed a bit of a clean and polish. I compete in the pre-

1994 Formula Ford class, with a Van Diemen RF89. It’s a 

single seater using a standard Ford 1600 crossflow en-

gine, a Hewland Transaxle and control Avon ACB 10 tyres 

on 5.5 inch steel wheels. 

The drive down to Shelsley which is near Worcester, was 

uneventful. I arrived at the car park/camp field on Saturday 

afternoon just as the day’s vintage event was finishing. 

Some fabulous machinery on show. 

After the event had finished, I was able to get my car in the 

paddock and walk the course. The course is 1000 yards 

and rises 328 feet, the steepest being 1 in 6. The course is tightly confined all the way by grass banks, tyre walls 

and railway sleeper walls so there is no room for error. 

Sunday dawned a little cooler and misty. There was no scrutineering or signing on. This was done by filling in an 

online form in advance and making a declaration that you were good to go. There were still plenty of scrutineers pre-

sent, noise was checked and I’m sure they would have picked up any wrongdoing. 

In practice runs in the morning I was first in a class of just two, with a time just outside my personal best. 

In the 110bhp Formula Ford it’s flat all the way from the start winding through various bends in third gear, passing 

the speed trap before the esses at 77mph, then brake, down to second into the esses, a steep left and right pair of 

bends taken in second gear then up to third on the finish straight crossing the finish line on the rev limit at 83mph. 

I think next time at Shelsley, I’ll fit even lower ratios in 2nd, 3rd and 4th so it might pull up the hill a bit better. 

In the timed runs in the afternoon, the sun had come out and I improved my PB by around half a second and won 

the class. 

A puncture in the trailer then had to be changed before the long haul home which was made longer the M5 being 

closed due to an accident. I diverted via back roads up to Birmingham and picked up the M5 just before Spaghetti 

junction. 

So that’s it for this month. Next event is the Nottingham sports car club double header at Blyton in September. 

Nigel Fox  :  Clitheroe & DMC 



Boris Climbs  
the Mountain 

Wednesday 5th August 2020 

On the 5th of August we did a 230-mile round trip to burn 

some fossil fuel in Lincolnshire. In other words, a superb 

evening track day at Cadwell Park in Boris the Boxster!  

To keep spirits up and get a bit of motor sport in during 

lockdown I booked a track day way back in May which 

should have run in June. Due to one thing or another it 

got moved to August, so I’ve had plenty of time to wor-

ry.... I mean look forward to it. 

What could go wrong? The Porsche Boxster is re-

nowned for having a poor oil pick up and therefore self-

destructing in high G corners. A rear wheel drive car that 

gives very little notice it’s about to swap ends and the 

same car would be used to make the 230-mile round trip 

so needed to leave in one piece. They also filled Boris 

up with some racing oil made by a local company called 

Millers. Strasse race Boxster’s so know what they are on 

about. This extravagance is warranted because I also 

intend to do some hill climbs in the Boxster so it should 

pay for itself in time, especially if the engine stays in one 

piece.  

Claire and I set off on our leisurely drive to deepest Lin-

colnshire and half an hour into the journey Claire was 

asleep and she stayed that way until we were 1/2 hour 

from the circuit! Fortunately, I was wide awake as I was 

bricking myself at the prospect of wrapping the car 

around an Armco barrier or landing upside down in a 

gravel trap. Some of the other boys and girls doing the 

track day take it very seriously and there are some ex-

pensive bits of kit going around in circles. I felt it could 

be a bit intimidating.  

I needn’t have worried though. The company running the 

event, Javelin, knew what they were doing and once 

signed on and our wrist bands issued we drove down to 

get our cool exhaust note checked, 100 decibels was the 

score, the limit was 105, so we lined up for the two sight-

ing laps. A group of cars were let into the holding area to 

wait for the safety car to guide them round and the guy 

stuck his hand up to hold us for the next run. We would 

be first behind the safety car! I didn’t really want to be there but when the signal was given I took pride of place in the 

front of the queue to wait for the next run. 

As we queued a huge brake disc appeared to my right which was attached to a black Nissan GTR! What a machine. 

Then to our left an original shape Mini which looked like a Mini but that’s where the similarity finished, it was quick! 

To fit us all in they had made three lanes and as luck would have it the first lane with the monstrous Nissan set off 

first, so I blended in somewhere in the middle which was just fine. 

 Continued on Page 20 



The sighting laps were great as they confirmed what I’d 

learnt on the XboxStation! A friend of mine had put me 

on to a game called Project Cars 2 which has Cadwell 

as a circuit! Only problem was I felt sick after a few laps 

shouting at the TV as I exited the circuit backwards for 

the 100th time. But I must say the circuit mapping was 

spot on and the lines it suggested, especially for the 

mountain climb, were very accurate. 

Sighting laps done it was time to put on my big boy trou-

sers and get out there with the track mysters. Jez Turner 

had kindly lent me his actual full-face racing helmet and 

Claire had her motorbike helmet on, we were ready to 

rumble! On collection of Jez’s go-faster head gear he 

also gave me plenty of tips for enjoying a track day, all 

of which were extremely useful and he kept on saying 

‘you’ll love it!’ We had the top down and the sun was 

shining, it was great. The place was alive with revving 

engines and cars hurtling past, their drivers chasing their 

own performance and testing the grip of the tarmac in 

the technical sections of the Cadwell track.  

We trundled down to enter the track and as the marshal 

waved us on we hurtled towards the first corner, steadi-

ly. Cold tyres, and to add to the fun a light shower before 

we started, meant a very cautious first couple of laps. 

Checking the rear-view mirror for approaching cars and 

getting the right hand indicator ready should one appear 

were my main tasks initially. The rules are quite straight 

forward: If you go through the corners with someone up 

your bum you are slower than them. If you have a 285 

bhp Boxster you will probably be faster than a Clio on 

the straights but on the next corner they will be watching 

your rear spoiler go down and trying not to crash into the 

back of you! To avoid frustration all you do is pull to the 

right on the straight, slow down, let them past and let 

them get on with it. Simple. And apart from two cars that 

weren’t following this rule that’s how It worked all night 

and it was great. Let the fast boys go past and enjoy 

your laps. I tried to follow some to get and idea of their 

lines but the tyres weren’t happy with that, so it was time 

to back off and watch from an ever increasing distance. 

However, I was pleasantly surprised how clear it was 

and how little traffic was on the track and after a while 

got a feel for the process. I also had spotter Mrs Rave 

sat next to me keeping an eye out for incoming missiles 

such as Westfields and stripped out BMW’s. 

The main issue of the evening was I wasn’t sure if my 

indicator bulbs would last the night as I was very quick in 

a straight line but nervous in the corners as I’d never 

driver the car at speed round a race track with scary 

metal barriers the other side of a beach! However, I got 

chance to try all the corners a bit faster and tried to turn 

in at the Yellow comes and apex on the Orange cones 

that the nice people at Cadwell had put out for us.  Continued on Page 21 
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It was great fun and after 6 laps I decided to come in 

and check me and the car over. All was good so we 

went back out again and got another 7 laps in before it 

started raining. 

In the driver’s briefing you get shown a selection of 

flags and told what they mean, Yellow for an incident, 

Blue to let someone past etc. but there wasn’t one for 

‘Boxster Putting It’s Soft Top Up On The Side Of The 

Track!’ which meant we had to continue in the heavy 

rain to the track exit and get back to all the stuff we’d 

left on the grass and threw it in the boot and put the 

roof up. We hid under the scrutineering hut until it 

stopped and had some sarnies, then set out to experi-

ence a wet Cadwell, it had changed quite a bit! 

Lots of opposite lock coming over the crest of the 

mountain, the rear wheels just spun, a fantastic feeling! 

The hairpin was like ice with lots of ‘woooh’ moments 

there and when a Nissan Skyline spun out in front of us 

the guidance from the passenger side was clearly 

heard through the full-face helmet and visor...’he’s go-

ing off! HE’S GOING OFF!!’ Claire had a death grip on 

the door handle as the silver car majestically spun on to 

the grass backwards and we carried on.  

The rain cleared off, a magical rainbow appeared and 

the track started to dry so we played for much longer 

and kept going until the rainbow went and the cheq-

uered flag came out to signify the end of the session. 

Everything was in one piece and the engine was still 

functioning. Result. We went for a wee, got the sarnies 

out of the boot and drove home. It had been a success-

ful evening with no damage, a great night and a very 

happy Neilly. The tips and info Jez Turner had given 

me were a real help and having his knowledge and his 

helmet made it a much more enjoyable experience. I have often 

scoffed at track days but we got about 65 laps in for £70 and could 

have done more if I’d left the roof up and gone back out. 

And as Jez pointed out we are situated very nicely in god’s own 

country as there are several great tracks within a 2 hours drive, 

some less. My next venture out will either be Silverstone or Don-

nington. I fancy having a go on the Silverstone grand prix circuit 

but there are 500 reasons why that won’t happen any time soon! 

Donnington is a little more in my price bracket and is highly recom-

mended by those in the know! 

Boris’s next outing is a scatter Newcastle way so keep an eye out 

for the report on that in November’s newsletter. 

Neil (Basket Weaver) Raven  :  Ilkley & DMC 
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I never thought that I would struggle to find something to write 

about to fill a page in this ‘Mag’ but I also never imagined that 

motorsport along with ’normal’ life would be thrown into tur-

moil as it has been these past six months with this nasty little 

bug called Covid-19. 

When it all kicked off I assumed (Wrongly) that little old United 

Kingdom would, with the typical stiff upper lip, weather the 

storm well and it would be ‘Johnny Foreigner’ that had to con-

tend with the problem. We were British, right? We were better 

than the other lot!  Wrong. We can be as stupid as the best of 

them. At times I thought we were going for the Gold Medal in 

stupidity. Not only the Gold Medal but also attempting a World 

Record. 

Eventually we seem to be getting some Motor Sport back de-

spite the crowds of people flocking to tourist spots during 

Lockdown. The problem for me is that whilst I may go on 

about the stupidity of these folk - I unfortunately can under-

stand and sympathise with the need to get back to some sort 

of normality and get out of the house. I can also see the need 

to get business up and running before we fall into a greater 

depression than that of the 1920s  

We had a little storm up my neck of the woods on Monday 

night. I get woken by the thunder at midnight and was  treated 

to a spectacular lightshow until I eventually fell asleep some-

time after 4am. Whilst the lightshow across the bay was good 

it no way compares with the Photo (Right) of Caldbeck by 

Paul Coulthard. (50 miles north of me) 

A regular contributor to Spotlight is Keith Thomas. Keith is a 

member of Bassenthwaite Sailing Club and it was the clubs 

Regatta this week. Those that were camping for the event 

woke to their tents being underwater 

Wednesday Night had Clitheroe & DMC on an MSUK Webi-

nar. I enjoyed watching it  and the time seemed to fly by. Lots 

of things that Clitheroe do to attract and retain young and new 

Members did not get a mention, but time constraints and not 

working from a script will always miss stuff out.  Watch out for 

it going out on general release. 

Another Forest Rally has bitten the dust for this year and I 

don’t think its looking good for the Grizedale Stages either. At 

the moment its still down to run but Forestry England  have 

confirmed that no rallies or motorcycle enduros will take place 

on their property in 2020 due to the ongoing COVID-19 global 

pandemic.  

All very well but last Tuesday I nipped over to Bentham and 

then had a run over Bowland Knotts for a Dental Appointment 

in Accrington. I was going to be early at the Dentist so after 

seeing loads of Mountain Bikes on the Gisburn Forest road I 

pulled into the visitor centre at Cocklet  Hill. It was heaving 

with People on Mountain Bikes. Very few face masks in sight 

and next to no social distancing. Seems that if you ride a 

mountain bike different rules apply . Nearest large conurba-

tions : Blackburn, Preston . All under Lockdown again follow-

ing  a rise in Infections. But we cant run a rally because we 

might bring spectators into the forests. 

Grumpy  
Old Git  
Still Wittering  
On & On & On 

 

Caldbeck in the Lake District 
photo by Paul Coulthard  

Still looking for Marshals 



Inside the Industry  

with Paul Gilligan 

Pre Registrations Continue 
Were we to be visited by aliens from another planet who were interested in the motor industry one thing that would 

baffle them is the widespread habit of dealers and manufacturers registering unsold cars and commercial vehicles. 

This is done simply to make the manufacturer’s sales figures better than they actually are, or to enable the dealer to 

achieve lucrative bonuses for meeting their monthly or quarterly target form the manufacturer. Once this was only 

done by volume manufacturers but now it covers pretty well all with BMW being one of the biggest players. 

A recent survey showed 20% of dealers reporting they didn’t do any pre reg business, but a third of dealers said 

that this represented more than a third of their new car business, and 16% said approaching half of their new car 

“sales” weren’t actually sold at all! Which means lots of bargains for the canny buyer. 

Personal Contract Purchase 
Most readers will be familiar with PCP, but for those who don’t a brief explanation may help. PCP is a form of hire 

purchase finance whereby the customer pays a deposit, normally small, can be zero, then a monthly payment for 

typically 3 years. At the end of the 3 years the customer can pay a pre determined “balloon” figure and own the car 

outright, return it to the finance company if it’s worth less than the balloon, or sell/part exchange it and keep any 

money received in excess of the balloon. 

The benefit to the customer is that over the 3 years they repay only the difference between new price and the bal-

loon rather than the full cost, so monthly payments are reduced compared to conventional hire purchase by as 

much as 40%. No wonder then that about 80% of new cars sold to retail customers in the UK are now financed on a 

PCP. Manufacturers and dealers love it because they know when the car is likely to be worth more than the out-

standing finance, so can tempt the customer into changing to a new model without a big increase in monthly pay-

ment. Even if the customer keeps the car for the full 3 years, at the end they have to do something and few will 

have to spare cash just to pay the balloon in full.  So PCP is one of the principal reasons for the growth in new car 

sales in recent years.  Now however two problems are emerging. 

The first is that as I’ve warned before with new car sales now running at more than 2.5M a year, and many on PCP 

agreements that virtually force them to be sold after 3 years or less, a vast number of used cars will be hitting the 

market in the next few years. Many observers fear that this will result in very significant drops in used car values, 

which means the cars will often be worth less than the balloon figure. Then the customer simply returns the car to 

the finance company, but is left with no equity which he would have expected to get from the car being worth more 

than the balloon. If the manufacturers and finance companies are then left with a few hundred thousand returned 

cars every year which they have to sell at a loss they will quickly move to reduce balloon payments on new busi-

ness. Which means the customer who now has no equity to pay the deposit on a new car is also facing a dramati-

cally increased payment on that car. One finance industry heavyweight recently said “I fear a large number of cus-

tomers will move from the end of their PCP to the bus stop over the next few years.” So approach with caution 

would be my advice! 

The second problem facing the industry is that the claims lawyers who’ve more or less finished claims for mis-sold 

PPI are now turning their attention to PCP. After all they have to earn a living don’t they? Their point is that if the 

dealer salesman didn’t properly explain to the customer that they could well end up with no equity there may be 

grounds for a claim. A claim these kind hearted lawyers will of course be happy to pursue for them for a 

“reasonable” percentage. With over a million Contract purchase agreements being sold every year to private indi-

viduals and businesses the total claims could dwarf PPI. 

 Continued on Page 25 
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Motoring Gets Cheaper 
Sainsbury’s Bank recently produced “research” showing motoring costs were now on average 225 less than 3 years 

ago due in the main to reduced fuel costs, with servicing costs also down due to increased mileages between ser-

vices. Amazingly their “research” totally ignored depreciation, which is by far the highest cost of running a car in the 

vast majority of cases. But you wouldn’t expect sound advice for a bank then would you? 

Which New Car Extras                 
Should You Buy 
When buying a new car it’s all too easy to be tempted by the long list of options available. With prestige cars in par-

ticular these can run into thousands of pounds. One of my customers recently turned an £89k Mercedes into £110k 

by the time he’d chosen all the extras he wanted, £21k that would have bought most people a very nice new car. 

Problem is that most of this money is written off immediately as few options add to the value of the car when sold in 

a few years time. Glass’s Guide recently said that only Sat Nav, Upgraded Alloys, Panoramic Sun Roof, Bluetooth 

and Air Conditioning added value. With the last two standard on almost every new car now that leaves only 3 worth-

while options.   

Also don’t forget body colour. That pink or yellow that looked so good in the showroom just won’t sell as easily as 

others in three years time. 

The End of Cheap Used Cars 
Consumer protection laws can sometimes have effects that the well intentioned people behind them failed to pre-

dict. One example is the recent Consumer Rights Act which guarantees anyone buying goods a full refund if a fault 

is found within 30 days of purchase. If the fault is found after 30 days but within 6 months the supplier has one 

chance to put that fault right. If the first attempt is not successful the buyer again can claim a full refund. The fault 

must be something that renders the product as not of satisfactory quality, not fit for purpose, or not as described. 

The result of this in the motor trade is that many dealers have simply stopped selling cheaper used cars because 

they cannot economically prepare the cars to the standard now required to guarantee avoiding a refund situation. 

So buyers seeking a car for less than £2500 will increasingly be forced to buy from private individuals, or those pos-

ing as such. Then they will have no consumer protection at all of course............          

Electric Cars 

While I continue to believe hydrogen is a better bet than electric in the long term, many manufacturers are investing 

heavily in the former. None more so than VW who have announced more than 30 all electric cars in the next 8 

years. By that time they estimate more than 20% of cars sold in the World will be electric, up to 3 million a year. VW 

will invest an eye watering 10 Billion Euros between electric and self driving cars. 

 Meanwhile Norway has the highest penetration of electric cars in the World with 100,000 of them on the roads 

there, and the intention to ban petrol and diesel sales by 2025. Norway has already introduce heavy taxes on high 

polluting cars and used the money to subsidise electric cars, even supplying the required electricity free from public 

charging points. 30% of cars sold in Oslo are now electric, although they are less popular in rural areas due to con-

cerns about the available range. Nevertheless Tesla have just opened a dealership in Tromso on the fringe of the 

Artic Circle. Learning from Norway Germany has just announced a Billion euro incentive scheme to boost sales of 

electric cars. 

Bentley and Rolls Royce Suffer 
Makers of all kinds of luxury goods are very reliant on China and the Middle East these days, and cars are no ex-

ception. China’s economic growth has slowed dramatically and there is now a strong crackdown on corruption and 

showing off wealth is less acceptable. Meanwhile in the Gulf States it’s spare cash that’s in short supply after the oil 

price has dropped so dramatically. 

 

Continued on Page 26 
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These factors have hit both Bentley and Rolls hard, with sales this year 23% and 29% down respectively. Rolls 

have cut production by over 25% while Bentley are making less saloons, coupes, and convertibles, but now also 

making the new Bentayga luxury 4x4. Rolls have their own 4x4 coming but it’s a while away yet. 

Brexit 
I’m typing this just a few hours after waking to learn that we are Brexiting. Nobody knows the effects this will have 

on the motor industry, but they could be very significant. In particular if we don’t get a sensible trade agreement 

with Europe then all the cars made there and sold here will suffer import duties, some say of 10%, some expect 

more, which charge goes straight onto the price of course. So that covers most of the cars currently sold in the 

UK. 

Those who manufacture here will gain, but that is only Honda, Land Rover, Jaguar, Nissan and Toyota plus small 

luxury and sports makers. Also many economists are forecasting a recession now, perhaps only brief. 

Personally I think the import duty problem will be sorted. UK is just too important a market for German manufac-

turers in particular, I’m sure they will have already told Frau Merkel what to do! I know a few dealers who repre-

sent BMW, Audi etc who have just spent a good few million between them on the new showrooms the manufac-

turers insist on. These dealers are NOT happy people this morning. 

Are There No Bad Cars Anymore? 
Often customers say to me that they have great difficulty choosing a new car because there are so many availa-

ble now, and they’re all reliable and good to drive. Used to be that choice was far more limited if you wanted 

those two qualities! And basically the customers are right. 

However I recently experienced a new car that wasn’t bad, but absolutely awful. When on holiday in France re-

cently we had carefully planned our week travelling only by train. Then the locals indulged in their favourite hobby 

and all went on strike for a few days. So a hire car was needed. After a bit of internet research I booked a Fiat 

500, but when I collected it the girl behind the desk told me that they had none available so I was being upgraded 

to its big brother the 500L. I’d never driven one before so was interested. 

I find it difficult to say anything good! The steering was dreadful, the air conditioning inadequate, handling almost 

frightening. The engine only produced remotely adequate power in a very narrow rev band, which meant frequent 

gearchanging. This was a problem as the gearchange was one of the car’s worst features. In a part of the World 

where there are many roulette wheels the Fiat had similarities. When you moved the lever you knew you’d get a 

number, just little idea which one it would be. I’ve rarely been as happy to see the back of a car, but increasingly I 

had the feeling it reminded me of something I drove a long time ago. 

Eventually it clicked, anyone remember the early  

Austin Maxis? 

Paul Gilligan  

pg@gilliganvehicleconsulting.co.uk 

www.gilliganvehicleconsulting.co.uk  

07785 293222 

Saturday morning I got up early, quietly dressed, made 

my lunch, and slipped quietly into the garage. I hooked 

up the boat up to the van and proceeded to  back out 

into a torrential downpour.  

The wind was blowing 50mph, so I pulled back into the 

garage, turned on the radio, and discovered that the 

weather would be bad all day. 

I went back into the house, quietly undressed, and 

slipped back into bed. I cuddled up to my wife's back; 

now with a different anticipation, and whispered, "The 

weather out there is terrible."  

My loving wife of 5 years replied, "And, can you be-

lieve my stupid husband is out fishing in that?"  

mailto:pg@gilliganvehicleconsulting.co.uk
http://www.gilliganvehicleconsulting.co.uk


Spectators at  
Shelsley Walsh  

An update  
Everyone at the Midland Automobile Club and Shelsley 

Walsh has been working hard during the past few weeks to 

enable six of the original seven competitive weekends to 

take place, even though the season was delayed by the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

In accordance with Motorsport UK guidelines, our first com-

petition weekend on July 25th and 26th was behind closed 

doors. Everyone that attended the event adhered to social 

distancing rules, so it was good to see that all the measures 

we put into place worked well.  

Having created a ‘Motorsport Bubble’ in time for last week-

end, we were also working on plans to create a ‘Spectators 

Bubble’. Our aim was to let Midland Automobile Club Mem-

bers into Shelsley Walsh this coming weekend for the 

VSCC and Reg Phillips Trophy days. This involved making 

physical changes to paths and areas on the hill to ensure 

social distancing guidelines could be followed and our loyal 

members could once again enjoy Shelsley Walsh and the 

track action we all relish. 

These changes will be completed this Friday thanks to the 

many people that have volunteered to help . However, fol-

lowing an announcement by the UK Government last Friday 

July 31st and a last minute ruling of no spectators at events 

such as Goodwood race course, BTCC, BSB and the 

snooker, we will unfortunately not be in a position to invite 

members back to spectate this weekend.  

Given all the work that has been put in to create a safe en-

vironment, it is hugely disappointing as we were all set to 

open our gates to MAC Members this weekend. We are 

sure you will understand however that we have to adhere to 

current guidelines and not jeopardise the running of the 

meetings we have planned for the rest of the year. 

We will continue to assess the situation over the coming 

days to ascertain whether it will be possible to enable MAC 

Members in over the weekend of August 15th and 16th so 

we will therefore issue another communication as soon as a 

decision is made.  



Recently, I was diagnosed with A.A.A.D.D. 
Age Activated Attention Deficit Disorder. 

This is how it manifests: 

I decide to water my garden. 

As I turn on the hose in the driveway, I look over at my 

car and decide it needs washing. 

As I start toward the garage, I notice mail on the porch 

table that I brought up from the mail box earlier. 

I decide to go through the mail before I wash the car. 

I lay my car keys on the table, put the junk mail in the 

garbage can under the table, and notice that the can is 

full. 

So, I decide to put the bills back on the table and take 

out the garbage first. But then I think, since I’m going to 

be near the mailbox when I take out the garbage any-

way, 

I may as well pay the bills first. I take my cheque book off 

the table, and see that there is only one cheque left. 

My extra cheques are in my desk in the study, so I go 

inside the house to my desk where 

I find the can of Pepsi I’d been drinking. I’m going to look 

for my cheque, but first I need to push the Pepsi aside so 

that I don’t accidentally knock it over. 

The Pepsi is getting warm, and I decide to put it in the 

refrigerator to keep it cold. 

As I head toward the kitchen with the Pepsi, a vase of 

flowers on the counter catches my eye–they need water. 

I put the Pepsi on the counter and discover my reading 

glasses that I’ve been searching for all morning. 

I decide I better put them back on my desk, but first I’m 

going to water the flowers. 

I set the glasses back down on the counter, fill a contain-

er with water and suddenly spot the TV remote. 

Someone left it on the kitchen table. I realize that tonight 

when we go to watch TV, 

I’ll be looking for the remote, but I won’t remember that 

it’s on the kitchen table, so I decide to put it back in the 

den where it belongs, but first I’ll water the flowers. 

I pour some water in the flowers, but quite a bit of it spills 

on the floor. 

So, I set the remote back on the table, get some towels 

and wipe up the spill. 

Then, I head down the hall trying to remember what I 

was planning to do. 

At the end of the day: the car isn’t washed, the bills aren’t 

paid, there is a warm can of Pepsi sitting on the counter, 

the flowers don’t have enough water, there is still only 1 

cheque in my cheque book, I can’t find the remote, I can’t 

find my glasses, and I don’t remember what I did with the 

car keys. Then, when I try to figure out why nothing got 

done today, 

I’m really baffled because I know I was busy all day, and 

I’m really tired. 

I realize this is a serious problem, and I’ll try to get some 

help for it, but first I’ll check my e-mail…. 

VSCC  

Lakeland Trial  
14th November 2020  

The VSCC Lakeland trial is on 14th November 

2020 this year so as usual we will be helping the 

VSCC people set up and marshal the event. 

So that you get all the e mails and information regarding 

the event please click on the link below and fill in your 

name and e mail details then in the box put 

“2
nd

 Wednesday group” so that VSCC office will 

know how many people can be contacted using my mail-

ing list. 

Don’t forget people wont be allowed into sections unless 

signed on as a marshal for insurance purposes so vol-

unteer and help marshal on this fantastic event 

I will do my best to pass on information but fill in your 

details then you will get information from VSCC head-

quarters direct. 

If you have any problems with anything e mail  or ring 

me on 01900 603073 or 07778 659 338 I will do my 

best to help. 

Fell Side Auto Club  

Northern Classic Trial 
Having had to cancel the Fell Side Auto Club Northern 

Classic Trial this year due to adverse weather we had 

started tentative planning for next years trial in February. 

I have just received notification from our Forestry Eng-

land contact that the FE have cancelled all kinds of com-

petition on their land that would attract 30 or over peo-

ple. That includes competitors and organisers.  

The Northern Classic will therefore not run. I realise that 

I have asked this on many occasions but we are pas-

sionate about running our trial and are therefore asking 

if anyone could assist with identifying possible land own-

ers or specific sections that could be used to enable the 

running of the competition.   

We have three sections outside of the North Lakes for-

ests so would be looking for a further 10 or so.  

A tall order I know but we must try. We are always avail-

able to visit and talk over any possibilities.  

I can be contacted on 01228 530555. 

Myke Pocock 

Keith Thomas 



Where is This  
September Part 1 Question. 

Answer,  
2017 

Spadeadam MCs  

Blue Streak  
Classic & Targa Rally 

 

Cumbria Air Museum 
Carlisle Airport  

 

O/S Map 86  
GS 48 61  

Where is This  
August Part 2 Question 

Motorsport UK has announced that the sport can begin to 
resume in Scotland following the publication of further 
guidance from the governing body. 

Following a successful restart across several home na-
tions during the past month, Motorsport UK is moving to 
its next phase of getting the sport back on track. From 
today, (Monday 10 August) motorsport can begin its re-
sumption in Scotland after positive dialogue with Sport 
Scotland, the Scottish Government and relevant authori-
ties. 

Any resumption of motorsport is contingent on event or-
ganisers demonstrating that they can plan in accordance 
with the ‘Getting Back on Track’ guidelines from Motor-
sport UK, published ahead of the 4 July restart, while re-
specting government guidance on masks, face coverings 
and social distancing. 

Motorsport UK is also aware that devolved territories of 
the UK are moving at a different rate with regard to the 
easing of restrictions. Any application for an event permit 
will be subject to approval based on the relevant govern-
ment advice. The move is also subject to government 
‘opening up’ measures or any new, more localised re-
strictions. 

Hugh Chambers, Motorsport UK CEO, said: “It is 
extremely good news that we are now able to restart mo-
torsport in Scotland, and I would like to express our ap-
preciation to Sport Scotland, the Scottish Government 
and other relevant authorities for their support in achiev-
ing this goal. 

“Since 4 July we have been carefully resuming the sport 
in different parts of the UK, always in step with govern-
ment guidelines and with Motorsport UK’s comprehensive 
guidance. Some 300 events have been successfully held 
in that time and it has been immensely satisfying to see 
the community beginning to come back together. We are 
pleased that the resumption now extends to our members 
in Scotland and they too can start enjoying the sport once 
again.” 

Motorsport restarts 

in Scotland 



NORTHERN RACING CHAMPIONSHIPS DECIDED 
During October the deciding rounds of the Avon Tyres Northern Formula Ford 1600 Championship 

and Demon Tweeks/Sparco XR Challenge took place with Double Header Meetings at Oulton Park 

and Silverstone respectively.  

AVON TYRES FORMULA FORD 1600 

The Oulton Park meeting on 11th October, which 

used the International configuration, was not origi-

nally part of Stuart Gough’s schedule but when he 

realised there was a chance that he could add the 

2014 Post89 Northern Championship to the Triple 

Crown and National titles that he already had in the 

bag he found the budget to submit an entry for his 

Oldfield Motorsport tended Van Diemen RF92. 

While the Post89 and Pre90 cars would each have 

2 separate races later in the day, there was one 

qualifying session for all classes with everyone’s 

first and second fastest times deciding the grids. 

Gough was on form and annexed pole for both Post89 events despite proceedings being halted a few minutes early 

when Tom McArthur attempted to take Old Hall at a faster rate than his Van Diemen LA10 could cope with and came 

to rest dangerously close to the tarmac after bouncing off the barriers. 

Also in trouble during the session was Pre90 North-

ern Championship contender, Chris Hodgen, who 

was narrowly behind Reynard FF84 driver Jamie 

Jardine in the standings coming into the weekend 

after dropped scores had been taken into account. 

Hodgen’s title challenge suffered a major set-back 

when suspension failure pitched his Van Diemen 

RF89 into the tyre-wall at Hill Top. 

Although the Myerscough College Team feverishly 

began piecing the rear of the shattered car back 

together there was no way it would be ready in time 

for the first encounter but John Loebell of Medina 

Sport had been testing a similar chassis at Oulton 

Park the previous day and, as the vehicle was still 

on site, he made it available to Hodgen enabling 

him to take the start. He had to line up at the back 

of the grid as he was in a different car to the one 

used in qualifying. This was a great shame as he had the speed to take two pole positions before the accident oc-

curred. 

Jardine also had problems after he endured a difficult qualifying session with his car jammed in fourth gear. Even so, 

with everything in full working order for race 1, he blasted away from fifth on the grid and was in the lead by the time 

the field reached Cascades. With everyone else battling amongst themselves, the Frodsham man was able to cruise 

away to a 16 second victory. Hodgen, meanwhile, had an eventful 20 minutes which included a spin at Druids before 

he missed out on finishing seventh by 3 tenths. 

The nightmare continued for Hodgen just prior to the Formula Fordster’s return to the track when, with his own car 

not quite ready for him to drive, he once again switched to the Medina Sport example which then stubbornly refused 

to start. By the time it did fire-up and enabled Hodgen to exit the pits, the first lap of the second contest was well un-

der way. Therefore Jardine was able to hold off the Reynard FF89 of Stuart Jones to add the Pre90 Northern and 

Champion of Oulton accolades to the Triple Crown and National titles that he had already secured this season. 

Gough meanwhile took two wins to seal the Post89 Northern title. The only person who could deny him was David 

McArthur but he had a mountain to climb following a spin at Cascades on lap 5 of the opener. Although McArthur 

managed to keep Gough under pressure throughout race 2, he was unable to mount a challenge although he did 

have the consolation of being 2014 Champion of Oulton for this class. 

NORTH WEST RACERS  With 

Dave Williams, Rachel Bourne 
And David Fairclough  December 2014 

Post 89, Multiple Champion 
Stuart Gough 

Pre 90, Multiple Champion 
Jamie Jardine 

Continued on Page 31 



Targa / Historic Car 

FOR SALE 
Rover 216 EFi 
Historic / Endurance Car 

 Brand new GAZ Gold Suspension 

 Full Roll Cage (Worth £1000) 

 Alloy Sump & Tank Guards 

 New Brakes All round 

 Guagepilot 

 Clock 

 Engine : Fresh Build    
 (75BHP @ Wheels) 

 500 Miles since Build 

 5 Speed Rebuilt Box 

Competitive Car  
in the Right Hands 

Eligible for Historic Events 

£2500 
Call Simon on  
07817 963222 

There was a fair amount of silverware on offer at this meet-

ing. Their two victories saw the Post89 and Pre90 Wallpaper 

Central Autumn Trophies go to Gough and Jardine respec-

tively while the latter also went home with the Moose Trophy 

which was contested solely by the older cars this season.      

DEMON TWEEKS/                                 

SPARCO XR CHALLENGE 

The XR Challenge contenders completed their 2014 season 

on 19th October when they raced on the International Circuit 

at Silverstone. Unfortunately, XR3 Championship contender 

Lee Bowron was unable to attend the meeting due to illness 

in his family but he kindly lent his racer to 2013 XR2 champi-

on Mike Heath who was eager to get to grips with the car. 

Tony Rudd in his XR2 set the pace early on in qualifying 

along with Jonathan Wells in his XR3 however it was the 

returning Steve McMurrough who topped the time-sheets at 

the end of the session. Rudd would line up on pole position 

though as McMurrough’s best lap was disallowed for ex-

ceeding track limits, this dropped him down to sixth.  

Top XR3 driver was 2013 champion Adam Burgess. He was 

delighted with his pace in only his second outing of the year.  

In the opening race, Tony Rudd made one of his usual light-

ing getaways to lead through Abbey but as the field reached 

Viilage he spun and was collected by fellow fast starter, 

Mike Heath, who in turn was hit by Mike Taylor. The latter 

pair retired as a result of the incident while Rudd continued 

in last place. 

Over the following laps, Burgess and Wells fought over first 

position in their XR3s but eventually Burgess managed to 

pull out a 6 second lead to secure overall victory. 

An equally entertaining battle unfolded for third between 

John Biddulph and Lee Shropshire. With just a couple of 

laps remaining Shropshire managed to outfox Biddulph and 

claim top XR2 honours as Tony Rudd, after his first lap dra-

mas, claimed fifth spot. 

Heath and Taylor managed to repair both of their cars in 

readiness for the final round of the season. Burgess led from 

the start with Wells stuck to his bumper. This developed into 

a very entertaining duel which lasted for 8 laps before Wells 

decided to make a move on Burgess. Unfortunately the gap 

he went for soon disappeared causing contact to be made 

which pitched the two cars into a spin. Burgess recovered 

very quickly and continued still ahead but it took Wells a 

frustratingly long time to get out of the gravel allowing Adam 

to take his second victory of the day. 

XR2 honours went to Tony Rudd from Lee Shropshire. This 

meant Rudd was crowned 2014 XR2 Champion while the 

XR3 title went to Jonathan Wells. 

(Thanks to David Fairclough for supplying the XR report) 

North West Racers       
Continued from Page  30 

Report by Dave Williams                       
& David Fairclough 

Photos Rachel Bourne 



Date Discipline Club Title Venue - Notes Champ 

05-Sep Sprint Liverpool MC Aintree Autumn Sprint Aintree  

06-Sep Targa CDMC + A&PMCC Pennine Classic & Targa Gisburn  

12-Sep PCA Under 17 MC NW U17MC PCA 4 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

12-Sep Autosolo Under 17 MC NW U17MC Autosolo 4 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Sep PCA Under 17 MC NW U17MC PCA 5 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Sep Autosolo Under 17 MC NW U17MC Autosolo 5 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Sep Autotest Under 17 MC NW U17MC Autotest 2 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Sep PCA Airedale & Pennine MCC A&PMCC PCA 9 Guisely Non R/R 

27-Sep Autotest Knutsford & District MC Tim Sargeant Autotest  Non R/R 

03-Oct Sprint Longton & Dist MC Sprint 8 Anglesey Circuit  

04-Oct Sprint Longton & Dist MC Sprint 9 Anglesey Circuit  

11-Oct Stage Rally Warrington & Dist MC 
Adgespeed &  

JRT Motorsport Stages 
3 Sisters, Wigan  

11-Oct PCA Airedale & Pennine MCC A&PMCC PCA 10 Guisely Non R/R 

25-Oct AutoSOLO Knutsford & DMC Booths Hall  AutoSOLO Booths Hall Non RR 

07-Nov Stage Rally Bolton-le-Moors CC Neil Howard Stages 2019 Oulton Park  

08-Nov PCA Airedale & Pennine MCC A&PMCC PCA 11 Guisely Non R/R 

05-Dec Autosolo Under 17 MC NW U17MC Autosolo 7 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

05-Dec PCA Under 17 MC NW U17MC PCA 7 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

06-Dec Autosolo Accrington MSC AMSC Autosolo 2 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

06-Dec Autotest Accrington MSC AMSC Autotest 2 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

06-Dec PCA Accrington MSC AMSC PCA 2 Blackburn Services, M65 Jt 4 Non R/R 

13-Dec PCA Airedale & Pennine MCC A&PMCC PCA 12 Guisely Non R/R 

SD34MSG Calendar Remaining for 2020 

Non Race/Rally Championship 

 O/A                              Class  Score     Club   

   1 Andy Williams    51.25 U17MC 

   2 Scott MacMahon    50.42 U17MC 

   3 James Williams    49.83 U17MC 

   4 Lauren Crook    48.75 U17MC 

   5 Phil Clegg    39.55 Accrington 

   6 Chris MacMahon    38.83 U17MC 

   7 Stephen Holmes    38.57 Clitheroe 

   8 Jessica Crawley    37.52 Warrington 

   9 James Robinson    31.41 U17MC 

 10 Steve Johnson    31.24 Boundless 

 11 Andrew Robinson    30.92 U17MC 

 12 Andy Crawley    30.19 Warrington 

 13 Gary Sherriff`    30.07 Bolton 

 14 Chris Livesley    18.90 U17MC 

 15 Dave Graves    18.87 Bolton 

` 16 Matthew Nichols    17.56 Bolton  

 17 Ian Swallow    10.00 Bolton 

 18 Warren Nicholls      9.57 Bolton 

 19 John Jones      9.38 Accrington 

 O/A                                   Score     Club   

   1 Brian Wragg      84 Liverpool 

   2 Tracey Smith      57 Accrington 

   3 Steve Smith      37 Accrington 

   4 Maurice Ellison      34 Clitheroe 

=   5 Alex Brown      20 Bolton 

=   5 Ian Mather      20 Stockport 

=   5 Jack Mather      20 Bolton 

=   5 Lindsey Mather      20 Bolton 

 O/A                                   Score     Club   

   1 Jessica Crawley      39 Warrington 

   2 James Robinson      30 U17MC 

   3 Daniel Millward-Jackson    19 U17MC 

 =  4 Matthew Nicholls      17 Bolton 

 =  4 Milo Unwin      17 Accrington 

Marshals Championship 

U 18 Championship 

Only showing Marshals that have Qualified 



Just thought I would let you all know that finally old age 

caught up with me earlier this year, my wife and I 

planned ahead to sell the Don Barrow Rally Navigation 

Equipment business and then move back to where I was 

born in Wilmslow. Easier said than done ! 

Things moved very rapidly at first, slowed down, then it 

all happened in a big rush. Our Macclesfield bungalow 

where we lived for 45 years had an agreed sale and our 

new apartment also had an agreed purchase within one 

week. Then the long wait stepped in. My business that I 

started in 1969, firstly selling my Rally Navigation 

Romers and Map Magnifiers, was also sold and so 

things picked up pace. So after 51 years of trading, in a 

way it was a sad farewell but a new opening to the future 

The business was sold to Jan Frickel based near Ches-

ter, who is running it under it's original name of Don Bar-

row Rally Navigation Equipment. Jan is planning a new 

shop / showroom to be launched around October time 

and also plans an open day. 

Jan is himself involved in Historic Rallying with his MK1 

Escort and is a very knowledgeable guy, so please give 

Jan your full support in his new venture. 

I would also like to thank the many thousands of world-

wide customers too, who also supported us over the last 

51 years. 

Here's to many happy years ahead to all fellow motor 

sport enthusiasts and I'd like to thank Jan and wish him 

all the very best  

Don Barrow 

2300 Club  

Andy Mort Tour  
October 17th 2020 

THE 2300 Club of Blackburn is pleased to announce 

that the 2020 Andy Mort Tour will take place on Satur-

day, October 17. The event will comply with all current 

Covid-19 restrictions and guidelines issued by the Gov-

ernment and Motorsport UK. The organising team, led 

by Walter Bateson, have devised a 125-mile route which 

promises to be both picturesque and enjoyable, utilising 

some of the best driving roads in the North West. “We 

are looking forward to seeing friends old and new in Oc-

tober,” said Cliff Simmons, assistant clerk of the course. 

“The current Covid restrictions means that this year’s 

event will be very different from previous years, to en-

sure the safety of everyone taking part.” The start and 

finish venue has been moved from West Bradford vil-

lage hall to the Hanson Cement car park in Clitheroe, 

which will allow cars and crews to meet up safely. As 

well as portable toilets, there will be a catering van in 

attendance serving breakfast. “We are very grateful to 

Gary Young and Hanson Cement for their generosity in 

allowing us to use their facilities,” added Cliff. The 2300 

Club will also be adopting an online entry system only, 

with crews printing their own roadbook and time card to 

ensure there is no physical contact with officials at the 

start venue. Owners will also have to self-scrutineer 

their vehicles using a supplied form. As a Touring As-

sembly, there is no competition element to the Andy 

Mort Tour, although crews will be required to follow the 

tulip road book and visit the codeboard checkpoints – 

some of which will be marshalled – to ensure the correct 

route is adhered to. The entire route takes place on 

sealed roads and can be safely driven in a standard 

road car, there is no need for special modifications. A 

lunch halt has been arranged at the Bridge House Tea 

Rooms at Wray, where refreshments will be served, 

again in strict accordance with Covid-19 regulations. 

There will be no fun driving test at the finish, a signature 

of recent Tours, and no guest speaker to round off the 

day. As in previous years, the entry limit has been set at 

50 cars. Said Cliff: “It will not be the same Andy Mort 

Tour as people know it, but we hope that it will still be an 

interesting, enjoyable and safe day out for everyone. 

The 2300 Club are working very hard to ensure that this 

goes ahead and we hope everyone will support it. “A 

mailshot has been sent to previous entrants, and the 

response has been overwhelmingly positive, so we’re 

expecting a high demand for places.” *Entry fee for the 

2020 Andy Mort Tour is £50 per car, with breakfast and 

lunch included. There will be a full refund if the organis-

ers are forced to cancel at late notice. The regulations 

and online entry form will be available from early Sep-

tember at www.2300club.org.  

http://www.2300club.org/


EMMU Training Day 2008  
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I was driving with my three young children one warm 

summer evening when a woman in the convertible ahead 

of us stood up and waved.  

She was stark naked! As I was reeling from the shock, I 

heard my 5-year-old shout from the back seat,  

'Mom, that lady isn't wearing a seat belt!' 

On the first day of school, a first-grader handed his 

teacher a note from his mother.  

The note read, 'The opinions expressed by this child are 

not necessarily those of his parents.' 

A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the 

jar. During her struggle the phone rang so she asked her 

4-year-old daughter to answer the phone. 

 'Mommy can't come to the phone to talk to you right 

now. She's hitting the bottle.' 

 A little boy got lost at the YMCA and found himself in the 

women's locker room. When he was spotted, the room 

burst into shrieks, with ladies grabbing towels and run-

ning for cover.  

The little boy watched in amazement and then asked, 

'What's the matter, haven't you ever seen a little boy be-

fore?' 

EMMU Training Day  :  Continued from Page 51 

EMMU Training Day  

Photos Courtesy of Tony North 

Regs available from 
www.warringtondmc.co.uk 



Hopefully it’s not been too stressful coming back and for 

those of you who haven’t been back yet it’s a little different 

and takes a bit of getting used to. 

I was at Oulton on the 18 July for the first BRSCC event of 

the year.  Including the Chairman Peter Daly who was rac-

ing in the Formula Fords.  Having been involved with Mo-

torsport UK writing the guidelines and then being involved 

in the organising of the event with BRSCC NW you could 

say I was well versed in the detail! 

 Sign on (allocations) – wearing a visor to ensure peo-

ple could understand my allocation directions rather 

than through a mask 

 On post with a flag marshal and incident marshal only 

(I was Post Chief)  

 social distancing meant the flag marshal had the use of the box and I stood outside (under my BMMC umbrella 

most of the day!) 

 swapping places so I could write a report and send via WhatsApp on a first lap incident (Honda Civics contact and 

one rolled!).   

 The weather was awful, but the grids were good, the racing intense and the crowd expectant and larger than nor-

mal for a club meeting - they’ve missed it too!  We got through a tight timetable, social distancing mostly main-

tained and incidents well managed.  Phew! 

 

But let’s not be too complacent – the virus is still out there!   
 

 
Remember the declaration that you sign online asks you to confirm that you have not been in contact with anyone in 
the last 14 days with symptoms.  It’s imperative that everyone is honest when signing on to protect themselves and 
others.  I was recently made aware of someone who had to cancel attendance at an event as they had been advised 
via the track and trace system that they had close contact with a positive case.  Vigilance is key. 
  
And don’t forget about all the countries you visit which may require quarantine on your return – that holiday in Spain is 
looking less inviting…….. 
  
A little reminder about Social Media guidelines – this is also relevant for the media as well.  Be very careful what you 
say to the press – they are looking for a story – so despite your five minutes of fame it may not result in the best out-
come.  A recent article in The Guardian regarding the British Grand Prix contained information which was not publicly 
available and has upset a number of marshals attending the event who disagreed with the content.   
 
The FIA, Motorsport UK and myself - on behalf of BMMC - each gave statements (jointly formulated) to the author.  If 
you are unhappy with a situation then discuss this with the right people.  Going to the press alienates you from other 
marshals, creates distrust and can result in serious consequences for the individuals and the reputation of marshals 
and the sport we love.   
 
Let’s not damage our chances of recruiting more marshals and holding further events in the U.K.  Please use the 
proper channels to air grievances. 
  
Our branded face masks have had a high take up rate and there’s more due any day to arrive in stock £6.15 + P&P 
via Nat.Regalia@marshals.co.uk..  Wear it marshalling, wear it to the shops, hairdressers, bank - you’ll probably get 
some interesting questions!  And most of all stay safe. 

mailto:Nat.Regalia@marshals.co.uk


HAWKSHEAD GIN AND SPIRIT CO 
Hawkshead Gin And Spirit Co is small craft spirit business based in 

Hawkshead village at the very heart of the English Lake District, a UNESCO 

World heritage site. 

We produce a range of fine gins and spirits, all carefully handcrafted using 

our unique blending process to let the true flavours of the gins shine through 

from the very first taste.  

We are very environmentally aware and only use 100% recycled glass for our 

bottles and responsibly sourced corks for our stoppers. 

All our labels are produced using minimal inks and recycled paper. 

We try to re use or recycle 100% of any packaging that our suppliers send to 

us 

We produce three different gins at the moment. All contain fine botanicals 

from around the world and some local ones picked from the wild hedgerows 

of the Lake District. 

Potter's No1 is a classic London dry gin, full of citrus flavour. Perfect for a 

lovely G&T. Serve over ice with a premium Mediterranean tonic and a slice of 

orange.  

Potter's Pink Raspberry gin is bursting with delicious raspberry and vanilla 

notes that carry right to the last sip. Serve over ice with a premium tonic and 

garnish with a few raspberry's.  Delicious ! 

Ruskin's red berry is a unique blend of four red berry flavours. The fruit really 

is the star in this gin giving an amazing berry burst sensation in the mouth. A 

super summer gin, drink with a premium tonic over ice or just sip over ice. 

Yummy. 

We supply general public, trade and retail customers. Our products are 

stocked in many great pub's, restaurants and hotels in the Lake District area 

and are also available from selected retailers for off sales. 

We offer a fast postal service for all customers and can ship to anywhere in 

the world with environmentally friendly protective packaging. 

Please contact us for all your needs and we will do our very best to help you 

out.     

We deliver to local trade outlets on a weekly basis. 

For all trade enquires please contact Mark on 07951454330 

hawksgin@mail.com 

https://hawksheadginandspirit.com/ 

mailto:hawksgin@mail.com
https://hawksheadginandspirit.com/


Pendle District Motor Club  
along with  

Garstang and Preston Motor Club 

Rally Time Trial 
Weeton Barracks 

Sunday 25th October 2020 
Pendle District Motor Club along with Garstang and 

Preston Motor Club are planning to run a Rally Time 

Trial on Sunday 25th October 2020 at Weeton Bar-

racks.  

This of course is dependent on all the correct authori-

sations and COVID restrictions at the time being able 

to be adhered to. 

Legend Fires  
North West Stages  

20th March 2021 
LFNWS organisers confirm plans for 2021 event. The 

organisers of the Legend Fires North West Stages 

Rally are pleased to confirm that we are planning to 

run the 2021 event on 20th March.  

Once again it will be based in and around the market 

town of Garstang, with Myerscough College provid-

ing Rally Headquarters and the central service area.  

We understand that some people may question why 

we would be startng to plan the return of the event at 

such an early stage in the country’s recovery from 

the Covid-19 pandemic. The simple fact is that in or-

der to satisfy the legal timescales in our application 

to run closed public road special stages in March 

2021, we have to start the process now.  

Whilst we recognise that it would be impractical to 

run the event with the restrictions that are currently in 

place, our planning is based on the assumption that 

the recovery will continue over the coming months.  

However, it must be stressed that the organisers will 

be following all guidance, restrictions and safe prac-

tises issued by Central and Local Government and 

by Motorsport UK and, as we did in 2020 will make 

the health and safety of the local community, com-

petitors and volunteers our priority. 

We are extremely grateful to all residents, councils 

and local businesses for their support, and also sin-

cerely thank all the 2020 event sponsors who have 

generously confimed their continued commitment for 

2021.  

We look forward to seeing you all in Lancashire next 

March.  

MALTON FOREST RALLY 

 2020  

CANCELLED  
It is with great regret that the organising committee of the 

Malton Forest Rally have to announce that due to a deci-

sion by Forestry England we are unable to run the event 

this year. Forestry England have confirmed that no rallies or 

motorcycle enduros will take place on their property in 2020 

due to the ongoing COVID-19 global pandemic.  

We are absolutely gutted to have to cancel this years event, 

but we hope we'll see you on Sunday 7th November 2021. 

Stay safe everyone!  



PRO-TEC PERFORMANCE LANCASHIRE  
*Tuning Specialists Established 1991  * Vintage * Classic * Modern * 

2wd Rolling Road Tuning*    
Full stock of carburettor spares  * Weber * Dellorto * SU * Stromberg Ect  

* Engine & transmission builds*  
MOT’s  

Tel. 01772 633777 or Fax 01772 633792  

E-Mail.protecmotorsport@btconnect.com  
Web site: www.pro-tecmotorsport.com  

Unit 6,Clifton Business Park, Preston New Road, Clifton,Preston,Lancs.PR4 0XQ  

Tynemouth & District Motorsport Club 

Lindisfarne  
Historic and Targa Rally 

25th October  2020 

We are sorry to announce that the Lindisfarne 

Historic and Targa Rally which had been planned 

for 25th October has had to be cancelled. 

This is due to the continuing unavailability of For-

estry Commission land for motorsport. 

We wish to take this opportunity to thank all those 

Clubs, Landowners (including Forestry), County 

Council, MSA people and individuals who have all 

helped in many ways with advice and promises. 

Sorry but there is no chance of a similar date next 

year as it clashes with the Roger Albert Clark but 

we did know this and only expected the event to 

happen every other year.  



Bolton-le-Moors Car Club  
in association with  
Aintree Circuit Club 

The Ormskirk Motorfest  

AutoSOLO 
Sunday 30th August 2020 

Gillibrands Road Car Park 
Skelmersdale 

Regs available at 
www.sd34msg.org.uk 

We need your help!  
For the first time in our 6 years, 

we have an Official Charity!  

As for the 2020-21 season we will be supporting the Wig-

an & Leigh Hospice!  

While it might be a local charity, it has huge importance for 

our Deputy Championship Co-Ordinator, Andy Long, hav-

ing supported both himself and his family during his late-

wife’s battle with cancer. 

The Hospice offers palliative and end of life care to people 

with incurable, progressive illnesses, providing care and 

care and support for those people important to their pa-

tients.  

Competitors will be given the chance to donate to the 

charity on their entry form, while links to the Hospice’s 

website and fundraising activities will be found on our 

website.  

There will also be fundraising boxes situated in the Cham-

pionship HQ and signing-on areas at every round. Let's do 

this    

For more information on the announcement,  

the link to our website is below  

www.msnrallychamp.co.uk 



Liverpool  
Motor Club 

Aintree Sprint 

 

5
th

 September 

Update 31/7/2020 
We have been trying so hard to ensure we could run at 

least one event this year but we have now reached the 

point where we have had to admit defeat and cancel 

our last possible event, the September Sprint at Ain-

tree. 

Because most of its staff have been laid off, Aintree 

Racecourse hasn’t been able to remove the horse run-

ning rails that sit between the Grand National Course 

and the Motor Racing Circuit this year, and to bring staff 

in to remove them for just one event presents the Club 

with a financial burden that would render the Sprint 

completely unaffordable. The further lockdown of sub-

stantial areas of the North West and Yorkshire that has 

been announced today brings added complexity to the 

situation particularly as these are areas from which so 

many of competitors travel. Cancelling is, without doubt, 

the right course of action to protect the Club and every-

one at its events. 

We managed to keep our Aintree events going through 

the Foot & Mouth epidemic in 2001, but this time we 

have an unprecedented situation affecting human 

health, the effect of which is completely out of our 

hands. 

We are planning to run a full season of “Covid-19 com-

pliant” events in 2021 at both Aintree and Barbon, We 

hope that you will be with us at our events once motor-

sport resumes and we thank you for all the kind mes-

sages of support you have sent in during this most diffi-

cult of times. 

Stay safe everyone, see you next year. 

John Harden, LMC Chairman 

COMMON SENSE 
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, 

'Common Sense', who has been with us for many years. 

No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth 

records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He 

will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable 

lessons as:  

 Knowing when to come in out of the rain;  

 Why the early bird gets the worm;  

 Life isn't always fair;  

 And maybe it was my fault.  

'Common Sense' lived by simple, sound financial poli-

cies (don't spend more than you can earn) and reliable 

strategies (adults, not children, are in charge).  

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-

intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in 

place. Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual 

harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended 

from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a 

teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only 

worsened his condition.  

'Common Sense' lost ground when parents attacked 

teachers for doing the job that they themselves had 

failed to do in disciplining their unruly children.      It de-

clined even further when schools were required to get 

parental consent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin to 

a student; but could not inform parents when a student 

became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion.  

'Common Sense' lost the will to live as the churches be-

came businesses; and criminals (now called 

’Customers’) received better treatment than their vic-

tims.  

'Common Sense' took a beating when you couldn't de-

fend yourself from a burglar in your own home and the 

burglar could sue you for assault.  

'Common Sense' finally gave up the will to live, after a 

woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee 

was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly 

awarded a huge settlement.  

'Common Sense' was preceded in death, 

 by his parents, Truth and Trust, 

 by his wife, Discretion, 

 by his daughter, Responsibility, 

 and by his son, Reason.  

He is survived by his 5 stepbrothers;  

 I Know My Rights  

 I Want It Now  

 Someone Else Is To Blame  

 I'm A Victim 

 Pay me for Doing Nothing  

Not many attended his funeral because so few realized 

he was gone.  



TRACK DAYS EVERY MONTH at Three Sisters 



The intention is to publish this EMag every 
month It will be emailed to ANWCC, ANCC 
& SD34MSG Delegates for them to forward 

to their Club Members as they wish.  
 

Deadline for copy  
for the 2

nd
 edition of  

September is  
Friday the 28

th
 of  August 

which is due out on   
Monday the 31

st
 of August 

I am going to try to get back to 
One Edition per Month   Starting 

with the November Edition 

The November Edition is  
Sunday the 27th of  September 

which is due out on   
Wednesday the 30th                 

of September 

PLEASE  Email Reports etc. ASAP 

to  Maurice Ellison at :     

sd34news@gmail.com 

NB : The Editorial team  reserves the right to 
do their job as  Editors and may  amend arti-

cles  and reports as they see fit 

SD34MSG 
September 16

th
 via Zoom 

Meetings Postponed for Now 

http://anwcc.co.uk/ 

ANCC  
 

www.ancc.co.uk 
Meetings Postponed for Now 
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Thanks to all contributors - and a big thanks to  

the Championship Compilers  

 

 Steve Butler  Road Rally 

 Tracey Smith  Stage Rally 

 Steve Lewis  League 

 Alan Shaw  Marshals & U18 

 Steve Price  Sprint & Hillclimb  

 Steve Lewis  Individual 

 Tracey Smith  None Race / None Rally 

 

(not an easy job keeping track of all those events 
and competitors from so many different clubs) 

 

A Special mention of gratitude to   
ALL THOSE CLUBS AND PEOPLE  

WHO DO SEND IN REPORTS, 

    

 Jokes, Photographs, Information, reports  etc 

 

Terry Martin,      Steve Entwistle,    

Rod Brereton,   John Rhodes   

Alan Bibby   Bruce Lindsay 

Jem Dale    Steve Butler,  

Greg Harrod   Tony Vart   

George Jennings  Keith Thomas   

Tony Lynch   Lauren Hewitt   

Tommi Meadows  John Pickup 

Bob Hargreaves   Tony North 

Songasport   Ed Graham   

Niall Frost    Bill Honeywell 

John Harden (LiMC)  Matt Hewlett  

Jade Paveley   Cat Lund 

Adrian Lloyd   Dave Thomas 

John Goff    Geoff & Maggy Bateman 

 

Phil James of Pro-Rally,             Geoff Bengough 

Bill Wilmer & The Gemini Communications Team 

Keith Lamb (Gemini 9)  Ian Davies   (Gemini 23)  

Peter Langtree (Gemini 48) Tony Jones  (Gemini 56) 

Bryan Flint  (Gemini32) Derek Bedson (Gemini 21) 

Les Fragle (Gemini 3)          Steve Coombes (Gemini 5 

Adrian Spencer  (Adgespeed)         Phil Andrews  

Tom Irvin Photography              David Bell (Gemini 61)                  

Paul Gilligan ‘Inside the Industry’ 

Duncan Littler  Speed Sports Photography 

and last but not least, Chairman  

(& my complaints manager)  
 
 

Steve Johnson 

& if I have left you out of the above credits,  
Sorry and PLEASE tell me 

The opinions expressed in this                 
publication are those of the individual    

contributors, and not necessarily                 
those of the editor or the committee          

of  the SD34MSG 


